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The Tabernacle (Part 11)               Dr. J. Allen Blair

Nothing is more satisfying to the heart of God than a wholly obedience to the revealed will of God.  All our Bible study, prayer time, witnessing, and Christian activity are secondary to God’s will for our individual lives.  Jesus left us the pattern.  He said, Not my will, but thine, be done.

Once a year, the high priest entered the holy of holies on the day of atonement.  The holy of holies was at the far end of the sanctuary.  The holy of holies was separated from the holy place by a veil which was parted once a year as the high priest entered.  How wonderful that this is not the case today.  When Christ died on the Cross and rose again, He opened a new and living way for all believers.  The veil was forever rent in twain, so that you and I who are priests of God in Christ may approach the Lord at any time.  

In the holy of holies there was the ark of the testimony and the mercy seat, which is described in Exodus 25:10, 11, 17, and 21.  It was made of acacia wood overlaid with gold, with staves of acacia wood overlaid with gold placed through the rings of gold.  These staves were not to be removed at any time.  (Exodus 2:15.)  The ark was actually two parts:  the lower being the ark and the upper the mercy seat.  Wherever the Israelites went, the priests had to carry the ark on their shoulders before the Israelites, guided by a cloud by day and a fiery pillar by night.

The ark and the mercy seat signified the presence of the Lord.  Wherever Israel went, God was with them.  How assuring is this promise to His own today!  God says, in Isaiah 41:10, Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God:  I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.  Not only is He with us, but (in Hebrews 13:5) He says, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  The child of God who sincerely believes in Christ is never alone.  Christ is our ark of the testimony, our mercy seat.

There were three things in the ark (Hebrews 9:4):  the two tables of stone on which God had written the Ten Commandments, a pot of manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded.  You will recall how Moses, when he came down from the mountain, broke the first two tables of stone (on which was written the law) by throwing them to the ground because of the idolatry of the children of Israel displayed in the worshiping of the golden calf.  He became angry and thus destroyed the tables of stone bearing the law.  (Exodus 32:19 and 34:1.)  God commanded him to take two new tables and go up into the mountain again where, once more, the law was inscribed upon them.  These are the two tables that were placed in the ark.  They typified the perfect obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ who did not His own will, but the will of the Father.  

The pot of manna in the ark was to be a constant reminder of God’s loving and gracious care for His children.  Most of us are forgetful people - especially when it comes to remembering God’s many wonderful blessings.  We seem to forget what we should remember and remember what we should forget because of minds perverted by sin.  How important it is to count our blessings frequently, and to praise the Lord for them!  Perhaps you remember how some of the children of Israel (after gathering manna) tried to keep some of it for the next day.  Daily, the Lord provided a fresh supply.  But some tried to skimp on the blessings of God; looking out for self, rather than fully trusting the Lord.  The result was that the manna spoiled.  It bred worms and was useless.  God commanded that an omer, man’s daily portion of manna should be put into the ark in a little pot to be kept for all generations.  (Exodus 16:32.)  Not only was this a constant testimony of God’s faithfulness to supply for His people, but a reminder that each day His people should look for new blessings from Him.  You see, we can’t live on yesterday’s portion.  We need to meet the Lord daily for fellowship.  And then go out and share the blessing with others.  As we give out, God will pour in; and we shall overflow with the joy of the Lord.

In addition to the tables of stone and the pot of manna, Aaron’s rod was kept in the ark.  Aaron’s rod that budded was a perpetual reminder of the helplessness of the flesh, but the mighty power of God’s Holy Spirit.  When Moses placed the 12 rods before the Lord in front of the ark of witness, Aaron’s rod was no better or different from the others.  It was a dead stick, with absolutely no life.  But a miracle was wrought.  God put life into the stick.  Thus, the next morning it budded and blossomed and spread a pleasing odor all around.  Do you get the message from Aaron’s rod that budded?  Paul wrote in Colossians 1:27, Christ in you, the hope of glory.   

If Christ is in us and we are completely dead to self, He will certainly reveal Himself to us.  We shall be as Paul wrote (in 2 Corinthians 2:15) a sweet savour of Christ.  We can only be that as we are crucified with Christ.  All our desires and ambitions must be laid at the foot of the Cross, that the Lord Jesus might take complete and full possession of us.  Then we shall be able to say with Paul, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Now, coming back to the ark of the testimony, we see that the mercy seat was the cover of the ark.  On both ends were cherubs, their eyes looking at the mercy seat as if they were trying to fathom the mysteries of God.  The mercy seat speaks of God’s marvelous grace in the Person of His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  The meaning of the mercy seat seems to be summed up in 2 Corinthians 8:9, For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.  The mercy seat had to be of the same length and width to cover the ark.  The Old Testament law was completely covered and shut out of view by the mercy seat.  When the Lord Jesus died on the Cross, He fulfilled all the righteous demands of the law.  It would be impossible for any human to do that.  The mercy seat was of pure gold, which portrays the sinless perfection of Christ who is our mercy seat.  

Once a year, the high priest sprinkled the mercy seat with blood, which foreshadows the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, that would be shed for the sins of all who believe on Him.  Thus, the mercy seat speaks of Christ in His redeeming grace.  Our few paltry good works could never atone for sin.  God has always required a blood sacrifice.

Now, let me ask, have you come to the mercy seat?  Have you received the forgiveness God desires to shower upon you?  Are your sins forgiven and do you have the assurance of Heaven?  If not, now is the time.  God loves you and I hope you’ll trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.

Blessed God, we thank You for Your great love.  We thank You that the door is open, presently, and we pray that many will enter as they trust Christ today.  Glorify Your Name, I ask, through the Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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