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    Zealous Servants of God           Dr. J. Allen Blair

Service in the true Christian sense is usually sacrificial if it is effective.  We don’t wait until we have plenty of time or money.  We use what we have and push it to the limit.  But not all Christians are involved.  Ten percent shoulder the load of responsibility, while the other 90 percent are mere onlookers.

The Bible teaches that not only is every believer a child of God but he is a steward of God.  In 1 Corinthians 4:2 we read, Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  Do not overlook the last word of that verse:  faithful.  It is a word of tremendous significance in the Christian faith.  One who would come into the deepest blessing and the greatest joy of being on the Lord’s side must be faithful to God.

In Ecclesiastes 9:10, we read, Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.  To do it with thy might means to pour everything you have into the doing of it.  How many of us are working for God like that?  It is to lose all sight of self and self comfort; to pour one’s heart and life into the service of the Lord.  We are to be faithful to God.  He saved us by grace.  Now we must serve Him graciously.

There is a difference between being faithful and successful.  Praise God!  He doesn’t require us to be successful in our efforts in His service, but to be faithful.  Naturally, we like to see results and we like to see them in a hurry.  Being conscientious and concerned, we sometimes become discouraged when we do not see results.  There have even been occasions when we felt that God had failed.  But did you ever stop to realize that what appears to be a failure to us may be a success in the eyes of God.  He giveth the increase, and He gives it very often in His own time.   I believe it is for this reason that Paul said, in Galatians 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  But we often faint.  We give up.  

Some believers start out well but they end up a failure because they do not persevere in the work of the Lord.  There seem to be many beginners, but few finishers in the Lord’s work.  The test of one’s consecration to God is not what he starts, but what he finishes.  There are many quitters who have never really come into the realization of faithfulness.  One who is faithful will carry the job through and do it well until it is done.  In 1 Corinthians 15:58, the apostle entreats us to faithfulness by saying, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  “Steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding,” this expresses in clear detail what it means to be faithful to God in serving Him.  

Now what I am saying does not apply to all Christians because here and there God has His men and women to whom He has permitted to work without limitation, without handicaps of any kind.  But the tragedy is that there are so few.  Every church has some, but they are sadly in the minority.  Listen.  If Christ is the door, we are the doorkeepers to open or close the door for others.  If He is the light of the world, we are the bearers of that light to the end of the earth.  If He is the vine, we are the fruit bearing branches that draw life from the vine.  If He is the bread of life, we are to be the breakers of the bread to feed those who hunger.  If He is the truth, we are the truth-bearers: the interpreters of the truth.  If He is the bright morning star, we are to brush aside the clouds that veil His beauty from the world, that lost and dying humanity may see and live forever.  Such activity demands faithfulness.

Do you realize that lack of preparation, lack of real heartfelt interest and zeal for the Lord is one of the most important reasons why the church is making such a poor imprint on our present civilization?  God offers as word of warning in Jeremiah 48:10 - Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully.  This verse tells us that God places a curse on those who have a job for Him and treat it casually.  It is not enough to do our bit.  We must do our best.  God’s work demands more than anything; it demands everything.  

In closing, let me mention what I believe is the crux of the matter.  It is simply this:  I believe there would be more motivation for Christ if there were more meditation on Christ.  In other words, if the Lord Jesus were truly Lord of our lives; if we were to claim Him not only as Savior, but Lord of all - giving Him the right of way in our hearts, surrendering ourselves completely to His control - we should have but one desire:  David expressed it in Psalm 100:2. Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.  It would be a joy to serve because of the realization of all that He has done for us.

Now let me ask, are you in love with Christ today?  Is He the Lord of your life?  If He is, it will not be a burden to serve Him for it is never a burden to serve someone whom you love.  But if you have not yet claimed victory over selfish life and un-surrendered life, hear the Lord’s voice today.  Turn to Him and commit your all to Him. 

And, should it be that you have never yet experienced the new birth, God is calling you at this moment to repentance.  He says, in Acts 16:31, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  Jesus said, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.   Will you believe the word of the Lord and come to Christ for salvation right now?  

Move upon us, Heavenly Father, that we shall be more than pew-sitters, but zealous saints of God: serving You with abounding joy.  In the Savior’s name.  Amen.
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