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On the Winning Side (Part 2)          Dr. J. Allen Blair

There are people who seem to think God can help some people but he can’t help me.  That’s ridiculous.   I don’t know what your concept of God is, but the Bible tells us our God can do anything.  He knows no limits of any kind.  No one is too far gone for Him.

There are many defeated lives within Christian circles.  Outwardly, they appear to be good Christians.  They speak the language, they go through the motions; but in their hearts and minds there is nothing but conflict and turmoil.  Were it not for the fact that they know that the word of God is true and that what God has said will come to pass, many of them would give it all up within seconds.  Why?  They are living in a state of defeat.  For these same individuals, victory is within grasp; but they refuse to accept it. 

Whenever we hear the word of God proclaimed, it should be a time of deep heart searching for all of us.  But heart-searching is rare today because of calloused hearts.  God wants to work, but I believe we are seeing a repetition of the days when Christ visited His own hometown.  He returned to Nazareth and, as we read in Mark 6:5, He could there do no mighty work.  Many of our churches today are in this same state.  Huge investments of money are being made.  Time is being consumed.  But no mighty work is being accomplished.  What’s the difficulty?  We are like the Nazarenes of Jesus’ hometown.  We have grown up with Him.  His name has been on our lips since childhood.  Too many know about Him but do not really know Him.  Proximity and familiarity have made the Gospel common-place.  We have come up in an age of paid commercials:  from morning to night, someone is peddling his wares over radio and television.  In self-defense, we have developed a sales resistance which we take to church with us.  Unconsciously, we resolve not to be disturbed by the sermon -- No one is going to put anything over on us!  We think we are smart.  And, for fear of being “taken in,” we shut out God and limit the Holy One of Israel.

After hearing a searching message, we pride ourselves that we can “take it.”  It is for this reason that the Lord Jesus Christ is not doing any mighty work in our churches today.  As the world watches us come out of the church door, we look no different to them than they look to themselves.  But I read that when the world saw Peter and John, they perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.  What did Peter and John have that many of us do not have?  I’ll tell you:  Victory.  How did they get it?  Complete surrender to God.  

I read of John in the Book of the Revelation 1:17, where he said, And when I saw him (that is, the Lord Jesus), I fell at his feet as dead.  When you and I really see Him, we shall likewise fall at His feet as dead.  We shall die to our plans, our wills, our interests, and be alive only to God and His plan.  

I meet people frequently who think they must live in their defeated condition, as though there is no hope for them.  Let me just say, it is not always God’s will to change our circumstances; but it is always God’s will to change us.  Perhaps you despair of ever being different:  “I’ve been this way all my life.”  “I’ll always be lazy.  It runs in our family.  We’re never neat, orderly people.”  “I’ll die an alcoholic.  You just don’t know how weak I am when it comes to liquor.”  “We always lose our tempers in our family.”   “I’ve never been able to save money and live within my income.”  “Mine is a peculiar case, you see, there’s nothing anyone can do for me.”   

I wish something could be said that would make each person whose feelings are expressed in those statements recognize them as Satan’s lies.  Whatever our peculiar weakness is, God can help us.  There is no one God cannot help.   I don’t care what your circumstances are or how long you’ve been in them.  God can change them because He can change you.

Now you may be thinking, “Even if He does change me, it won’t last.  It never has.”  Understand.  You will not be perfect.  You will be tempted.  You may even yield to temptation in the future.  But don’t give up.  This is not the end.  C. D. Matthews calls attention to the Williams’ translation of 2 Corinthians 4:9, which reads in the authorized version, Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.  Williams renders the last part:  Always getting a knock-down, but never a knock-out.

Knocked down, but never knocked out.  How true of every Christian seeking to live for the Lord.  With the help of the Lord, the knocked down Christian gets up again and goes on with the fight against sin and the devil.  The glorious fact is the Christian will finally win with His Lord.  For God says, in 1 Corinthians 15:57, thanks be unto God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  You see, the victory is in Christ.  Christ is in you and, at all times, you can live in His victory.  So why be a defeated Christian?  Live in the victory of Christ 24 hours a day.  If you fail, go to the Lord.  Confess.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  You see, if we are not controlled by God through the Holy Spirit, we shall be controlled by our carnal nature (the flesh), which is always an enemy to us.  And that carnal nature goes with us wherever we go. 

The man Lot is a vivid illustration of one controlled by the flesh.  Follow his career by reading Genesis 12 and onward, and it will be discovered that apart from the words of 2 Peter 2:8 where we are told that he was a righteous man it would be most difficult to know whether Lot was saved or lost.  The truth of the matter is that both words can be used to describe him.  Lot was a man with a saved soul, but a wasted life.  Something was saved, but something was lost.  And so it can be so with believers of this age, with you or with me.  It is possible for anyone of us, like Lot, to be dominated by the flesh and, like him, to become a miserable backslider.  What a tragedy to have such an auspicious start and then to end up in such a wretched failure.  Someone has said that Lot decided to leave the dull, pilgrim life of Canaan for the gaudy, worldliness of Sodom.  It was a tragic decision because it was made in the flesh.  It led to great loss then, and will lead to even greater loss when his earthly sojourn is eventually evaluated by His God and His Savior.

My dear friend, stay close to the Lord because we, too, can have a saved soul and yet face the Lord with a wasted life.  Let you life count for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Be a testimony for God.  Be under the control at all times by the Holy Spirit, that you may be useful for the Lord and live a victorious life.  

If you don’t know Christ, I urge you to turn to Him right now.  Receive Him as your Savior and Lord.  Say, “Jesus, I want to be saved.”  Ask Him to come into your life, and He will do just that.

Blessed God, help us, we pray.  We are weak but in Christ we are strong.  Help us to be testimonies for God, bearing a witness.  I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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