(Tape No. 249)

Are You Doing What You Should?        Dr. J. Allen Blair

If the Lord were to greet us on a divine questionnaire having to do with our obligations to Him, I wonder how we would come out.  If one of the questions was “Are you doing what you should in giving to God’s work,” would your answer lower or raise your grade?  Well I’ll be right back to discuss this with you.  So, please don’t go away.

Moses, the venerable leader of the children of Israel, was directed to build a tabernacle in the wilderness where the chosen people might worship the Lord.  Gathering the entire congregation together, Moses presented the need and solicited their help.  Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it an offering of the LORD.  Their whole-hearted response to this plea was not only praise-worthy, it was also an evidence of their devotion to the Lord.  They did not give through a sense of obligation or compulsion, but brought a willing offering unto the Lord.  Nor did they bring a single offering to Moses (or even a weekly one).  They brought yet unto him freewill offerings every morning.

In consequence of this sacrificial effort to please God, they did a phenomenal thing:  they brought too much.  There was superabundance.  So much more than necessary was soon accumulated that Moses gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the offering of the sanctuary.  So the people were restrained from bringing.  For the stuff they had was sufficient for all the work to make it, and too much.

It is difficult to conceive that there was ever a time when God’s people demonstrated their affections for Him to such an extent that their offerings were in excess of the need.  But the Bible record gives the proof.  Considering God’s marvelous grace and unfailing faithfulness toward us, should not such generosity on the part of His people be the rule, rather than the exception?  Would it not be an unforgettable experience to hear your minister exhort you to refrain from bringing offerings saying we have too much?  

Regrettably, most ministers and church boards must go to their congregations as mendicants, begging and pleading for enough to eke out the barest necessities to care for the needs of God’s program.  Do not our cold hearts need to be melted by a new vision of Calvary that will fill us with a deeper knowledge of our Blessed Lord and the meaning of His sacrifice?  Whatever the remedy for our lethargy, may God provide it - that a superabundance in giving may be known in our day, that perishing millions may have at least one opportunity to hear the Gospel of the truth. 

There are many Christians (even among those who appear to be sincere and earnest) who give little consideration to their sacred obligation to support the Lord’s work financially.  We need to get serious about this subject.  No where in the Bible does God ask the unsaved to give anything for the needs of His work.  He pleads with His own people to give in like measure as He has given to them.  Every man, God says, shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee. (Deuteronomy 16:17.) 

Whether we serve the Lord in an office, a store, a factory, a church, or on the mission field, giving to God ought to be our business.  Our labors to make money ought not to be for self alone, but for Jesus Christ.  If Christians everywhere in all vocations would devote themselves to the privilege of being in business for God, churches would no longer creep and crawl but leap and run.  We must realize that we are here on business for the King and the King’s business requires haste.  The Lord could carry out His program easily without our interest or support.  But He has chosen to work through human instruments.  Actually, everything belongs to Him.  He says, in Psalm 50:10, For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.  But though He created all the cattle in the world and they are His, yet He depends upon His people to feed them, care for them and take them to market in exchange for money that may be invested to save the lost.  To earn and invest for the Lord is the Christian’s business.  For this reason, the Lord says, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  (2 Corinthians 9:6.)  

Much has been said and written about the proportion of the believer’s income that should be given to God.  The Bible emphatically stresses the tithe as the starting point.  With a wonderful promise of gracious provision out of His abundance, the Lord has invited His people to honor Him with their tithes.  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, God says, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the window of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  (Malachi 3:10.)  But you may say, “That’s Old Testament.  We were saved by grace.”  I agree.  For this reason, we should give graciously.  In my thinking, this far exceeds the tenth.  

My wife and I have practiced this for years and God has never failed to care for our needs.  Do you want to know the New Testament standard?  Here it is in Luke 14:33.  It’s conclusive, dear friend.  Whosoever he be with you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.  There can be no question about it.  Everything we have belongs to God.  He gave His all.  Why shouldn’t we?  Considering the supreme sacrifice He paid for our sins, what right have we to quibble about a tithe which in reality belongs to Him?  May God forgive the miserly measurings of our ungrateful hearts.

Now, to “forsake all” that we have for the Lord does not mean necessarily that our entire income should be given to the Lord.  But, as Christians, we are to relinquish all claim to every earthly possession.  Thus, considering all things in the light of divine ownership, we shall be more deeply concerned about our human stewardship.  No longer shall we spend our money merely as we desire, but we shall realize it is not ours, but His.  We shall honor Him by using it as He wants and putting it where it will be most useful and advantageous to Him.  The Bible says, Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with all the firstfruits of all thine increase.  Are you sincerely honoring Christ with that which He has so graciously entrusted to you?  Are your offerings really a sacrifice that gladdens the heart of God?  Have you been missing the joy of sacrificial giving to the Lord Jesus Christ?  Deprive yourself no longer, but covenant with God to do more for Him.

If you have not committed yourself to Jesus Christ, do it without delay.  After you surrender yourself to Him, it will no longer be a hardship to dedicate your possessions to Him.  

Blessed Lord, may we who are believers break down the wall of selfishness that hinders gracious giving, and analyze our resources in the light of Your mercies, and give in a way that will please You.  This I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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