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Spread the Truth              Dr. J. Allen Blair

If you were in the presence of someone who was dying and, as far as you knew, he attended no church and gave no evidence of being a Christian, would you say something about Christ?  Well, listen.  You are in the presence of people wherever you go who are dying in trespasses and sins, who need to hear about our Savior.  Are you telling them?

A man with a university education started out well in life, but becoming an alcoholic he sunk to the lowest depths of humanity.  One dark night, while staggering across a city street, he was run down by an automobile.  Soon, he was rushed to the city hospital.  As he was being examined by two doctors, he was conscious enough to hear one say, “He’s only common clay.”  “No,” said the other, “He’s a brother for whom Christ died.”  

You see, there’s no such thing as common clay in the sight of God.  Some may place little value on the lives of various humans, but to God every soul is of inestimable value.  The rags of the homeless, the disease of the sick, the immorality of the prostitute, the deception of the drug dealer, even the hypocrisy of the Pharisee, could not hide the infinite value of the individual soul from the eye of Christ.  The deeper the soul has sunk in ignorance and vice, the greater is our Lord’s desire to redeem him from sin.

The word of God declares, in 1 Timothy 2:3-4, For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.  Our God is concerned about the salvation of every man, woman, boy and girl on this earth.  We who are followers of the Lord Jesus Christ should have this same compassion and concern to see the lost brought to Christ.

God has made possible a great many ways by which His people might win the lost to Christ.  One of the effective means every Christian should be using is that of Gospel tracts.  There are many colorful, well-written tracts available for those who would use this effective means of spreading the Gospel.  It is regrettable, however, that so few of God’s people are grasping the opportunity to disseminate the message of life through Gospel literature.

Several years ago, while speaking at a Bible conference, I visited one of the Boardwalk restaurants.  As is always my practice, I left a Gospel tract along with the tip for the waitress.  I had just paid the cashier when the young waitress came to me and said, “Thank you for the tract.  I really appreciated it.”  Then she went on to say, “I am a senior in a Christian college and I have been coming here to work for several summers.  In spite of the fact that this is supposed to be a vacation center for Christians, you are the first one who has left a Gospel tract at my table in the four years I have been working here.”  

How tragic it is that those who confess to have been born again by the Spirit of God did not have a greater heart compassion to give out God’s saving message of grace by means of tracts.  Such a ministry does not demand a college education or great skill, but merely a heart filled with the love of Christ and of desire to obey God:  To go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.

Only eternity will reveal the scores of redeemed men and women who have been reached for Christ by thoughtful Christians who have used Gospel tracts to do the work of God.  

Living on Long Island several years ago, there was a dear saint of God who determined to reach New York City for Christ.  Perhaps you are wondering how one woman could evangelize New York City.  Well, this zealous believer went through the New York telephone book, mailing a Gospel tract to every name listed in the book.  This is true evangelism.

A Christian in one of the southern states places tract racks in service stations around the town.  At regular intervals, he returns to fill the racks with appropriate tracts.  He is amazed how quickly the tracts are taken.  This same man frequently distributes tracts from door to door - blanketing entire communities for Christ.

In another town, there is a shut-in who could easily excuse herself from Christian service because of her disability; but she has a heart overflowing with love to reach the lost.  Daily, she scans the newspapers for those who are in trouble or bereaved.  Writing a brief personal note, she encloses a helpful tract and then prays that God will use this means to point the distressed soul to the One who alone gives peace.

In Indiana, a druggist encloses a tract with every package of medicine that is delivered to a customer.  He testifies that the blessing of God on this ministry has been unlimited.  He has had the wonderful joy of seeing souls saved through this easy and simple method of spreading the truth.

A vacationer climbing a scenic hill placed a tract securely at each resting place along the trail.  Later, a thrilling letter was received from another vacationer telling of his conversion as the result of finding and reading one of the tracts.

A housewife who uses tracts when she makes calls, has had the joy of seeing several of her neighbors won for Christ as the result of her faithfulness.

Jail workers almost always distribute tracts to prisoners after the services, knowing the inmates have plenty of time to read and re-read the silent messengers.  Convicts have testified that although the spoken word was often forgotten, the printed message was blessed of the Lord to their conviction and conversion.

Some Christians enclose Gospel tracts when paying their monthly bills by mail.  Needless to say, a tract accompanied by a check to pay a bill will usually find a satisfactory response.

A consecrated machinist, who is not a preacher but has a burden for souls, was concerned about giving the Gospel out to the multitudes attending the county fair in his hometown.  He succeeded in getting Christians to pray while he and a friend distributed 9,000 tracts among the visitors at the fair.

Of course, it should be realized that tracts must be used prayerfully.  Let us not think anything can be accomplished for God without prayer.  A single tract should never be handed out without prayer that God will use it to open the eyes of the reader to the truth of God’s great salvation.  James tells us, The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Are you really concerned about lost souls?  Does the love of Christ impel you to reach the unreached with the Gospel of Christ?  If not and you are a Christian, my friend, I urge you to get on your knees and talk it over with God.  Let Him do a work in your heart.  And if it is that you don’t know Christ, I urge you to come to Him right now.  Don’t wait.  Tomorrow may be too late.  Now is the time to come.  Receive Christ and then ask God for a burden to share the truth with others.

Blessed God, I thank You for Your patience.  Some of us have been Christians for many years and have never witnessed to a lost soul for Christ.  Do a work in our hearts, I pray.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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