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No Repentance - No Salvation            Dr. J. Allen Blair

Can a person repent immediately?  Or does it require a period of time?  Well, let me tell you the answer with another question.  How long would it take you to turn around?  That’s how long it takes to repent of your sins and believe on Christ.  Of course, to get to Heaven, everyone needs to repent and receive Christ.

A word which frequently appears in the Bible is the word “repentance.”  Regrettably, many who have joined our churches have no idea of what repentance actually means.  But, be assured, no one can be saved or ready to meet God until he has sincerely repented.  The keynote of John the Baptist’s preaching was, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  The Lord Jesus continued with the same strain, I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  Later, Christ sent His disciples forth to preach that men should repent (Mark 6:12).  On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood and boldly shouted, Repent, and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).  After his conversion, Paul traveled from city to city preaching that the lost should repent and turn to God.  

Since the Bible gives such a place of prominence to this truth, it is well for us to know what it means.  Well let me try to tell you what it does not mean, first of all.  Repentance is not fear.  Often, when trouble or sorrow clouds their lives, careless and indifferent souls will give temporary evidence of concern for God.  But after the storm clouds vanish, they soon revert to their old path of disinterest.  Their apparent concern was stimulated by selfish fear, entirely devoid of a heart interest in God.  Such people remind me of the two fellows who were lost at sea in a small craft.  Though not normally thoughtful of God, they decided to try prayer as a last resort.  One of them prayed, “O God, you know we have been bad men.  We have lied and deceived.  We have been untrue and unkind to our families.”  “Hold it, Bill,” shouted the other, “Don’t go too far, I think I see a ship!”  Well, for some this seems to be the extent of repentance.

Repentance is not “feeling.”  Often, when death claims a loved one, there is usually a feeling of contrition on the part of the bereaved.  They may even go to a church on Sunday.  But it doesn’t last.  It is all on the surface, purely a matter of feelings.  A convict in jail may feel sorrow, not by way of repentance toward God, but because he got caught.  But this is not necessarily repentance.  When released, he may turn again to the same old crimes.  He may feel sorry, but only because of the consequences.  

Repentance is not fasting or afflicting one’s body.  Nowhere in the Bible is it that such is repentance.  One may fast day and night for many weeks and still not free himself from the burden of his sin.  Offering the fruit of the body can never redeem the sin of the soul.  

Repentance is not conviction of sin.  There have been many convicted of sin who have failed to repent.  I am convinced that this was true of Judas.  He brought the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.  Then he hastened out and hanged himself.  Though convicted, there is not the slightest suggestion that he turned to God in repentance.

Repentance is not praying or reading the Bible.  It is surprising how many with a troubled conscience think that all can be made well by prayer or Bible reading.  Such a procedure may provide temporary relief but it can never affect a cure, for the failure to deal with the sin of the heart remains un-remedied.  Through Bible reading, we shall see how to deal with our sin and in prayer we shall be able to call on Him who can forgive us of our sin, but both are a means to an end.  In themselves, they are powerless and ineffectual to remove guilt or sin.  

Repentance is not the forsaking of one particular sin.  A drunkard may quit drinking; he has not necessarily repented, for he has attempted to overcome only one of many sins in his life.  God is not concerned about one sin, but all sin.  Consider a patient afflicted with cancer.  X-rays reveal that the dreaded malady is located in several parts of the body.  Merely submitting to surgery for one area of the body is not enough.  All traces must be removed.  When termites are discovered at work in one corner of a foundation, would it not be useless to treat the infected area only?  The entire foundation must be protected and prepared for possible future invasion.

Well, there are other things repentance is not.  But what is it?  Very simply, it means “About face!”  It involves a turning away from sin to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  Man is born with his face turned away from God.  When he sincerely repents, he is turned around to face God forsaking the old life of sin and corruption.  Second Corinthians 5:17 expresses this truth quite completely.  If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things have become new.  A definite and miraculous change from the old to the new; from a life dominated by sin, to one controlled by Christ.  Only repentance can produce such a change.  

The Prodigal Son was in a horrible and dirty mess in a far-off country, living in uncomely rags and eating with the pigs.  He was miserable and wretched.  But we read, in Luke 15:17, that he came to himself; that is, he was convicted of his sin.  He knew he had done the wrong thing in leaving home and squandering all his money in riotous living.  There he sat -- heavy-hearted, disconsolate, disgusted with himself, deeply convicted.  Had he gone no further, he would have remained in his uncomfortable and distressing surroundings.  He took the next step, and said to himself, I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee.’  From these words we realize that he had developed some good intentions.  Noble and praiseworthy though they are, good intentions are never enough.  Finally, he arose, and came to his father . . . and said, ‘Father I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight.”  Here is repentance.  Here is the definite break with the old life and the beginning of the new.  

Have you ever truly repented of your sin and turned to Jesus Christ for salvation?  God says, in Ezekiel 33:11, Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways for why will ye die?  About face!  Turn from sin to Christ!  Walk no longer on the broad road that leadeth to destruction.  Get out on the high way, which leadeth unto life eternal.  Oh I hope, friend, that you’ll come to Christ today if you never have.

Blessed Lord, I praise You for Yourself and Your great love.  May this be the day when many will forsake their wicked ways and turn unto Christ.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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