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       You Can Have Peace              Dr. J. Allen Blair

The apostle Paul said, I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content.  That’s a gratifying lesson to learn.  Millions have not yet discovered the reality of this.  I hope you have.  But if you have not, please stay with us.

Disturbed human minds have long desired peace, but few have found it.  Why?  Well, the answer is quite simple.  They have not yet accepted God’s condition for peace.  All peace is conditional.  Peace of heart and mind is no exception.  Now, what’s the condition?  Inner peace is definitely contingent upon the personal acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Lord of our lives.  For it should be realized that God’s peace is not merely a state of mind, it is a person:  Jesus Christ.  

Isaiah, the ancient prophet, in reporting his astounding prophecy of the birth of Christ, said of the Savior: his name shall be called The Prince of Peace.  After many centuries, this prophecy was fulfilled and our Lord was born into the world.  The shepherds abiding with their flocks in the fields were startled with the strain of the heavenly chorus:  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace.  What was meant by the words and on earth peace?  Simply that peace had come in a person.  Christ is peace.  

The Lord Jesus grew to manhood.  He went about performing miracles which were the unquestionable credentials of His oneness with the Father.  Soon He was crucified, but death could not hold its prey.  He arose from the grave and lives today as our peace.  After His resurrection, Christ’s disciples went everywhere boldly preaching peace by Jesus Christ.  Be assured there is only one way to find peace.  Christ must be received into the life.  For, as Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:14, he (that is, Jesus Christ) is our peace.  

Have you ever definitely invited the Lord Jesus to come into your life?  It is impossible to know God’s peace until you do.  You may try other so-called remedies or solutions, but they will all be in vain; for Christ is peace.  And, my! what a difference it makes when He becomes our Lord.

Now, you may say (as many have), “This seems to simple to me.  Surely one cannot receive peace merely by believing on Christ.”  Well, it does seem quite simple, but what if God had not made the way easy for us?  How could any of us find peace?  Keep in mind, however, it was not easy for God.  In fact, it was extremely costly to Him.  What was the cost?  It cost God the blood of His Son on the cruel cross.  We read, in Colossians 1:20, Christ having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself.  Yes, the Lord Jesus suffered, bled, and died as your substitute to provide eternal peace.  

Rightfully, you and I deserved to die on the cross for our sins.  Consider the wicked thoughts, the unkind words, the unjust acts we have committed since birth.  What an abominable picture.  Surely we all deserve hell and even more.  Not a one of us is good enough for Heaven.  Any sacrifice you or I might attempt to offer God for salvation and His peace (other than the one He has provided) would be to no avail.  It is only the sinless blood of Christ that can atone for our sins.  God says, Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without spot (1 Peter 1:19).  Christ died in our place.  He is our substitute.

In Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, there is a famous grave of a Civil War soldier.  The stone marker bears the date of his birth and death and these words:  Abraham Lincoln’s substitute.  Amidst the woes and anguish of war, realizing that thousands upon thousands were falling in his place in the field of battle, Lincoln chose to honor one particular soldier as “his substitute,” making him a symbol (as it were) of the fact that the soldiers who perished in battle were dying that others might live.  All who humbly and repentantly believe on the Lord Jesus Christ may say of Him with certainty, “My Substitute.”  For, indeed, Christ is.  He laid down His life for us.  We read, in 1 Peter 2:24, Christ bear our sins in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to sins should live unto righteousness. 

When one truly believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, he receives peace.  There is an immediate awareness of an almost incredible and unexplainable complacency never known before.  Even in the face of severest trials and confusion, this marvelous complacency remains unchanged.  Now what is this complacency?  It is the remarkable and miraculous quietness of soul the Lord Jesus provides when He is invited to dwell in one’s life.  Surrounded by turmoil and misery, the child of God is enabled to rest in the Lord.  

When you pause to consider what God’s people have patiently endured in every age of human existence, you can well understand why it is so ridiculous for anyone to reject the Lord Jesus Christ.  Consider the missionaries whose blood blends with the soil of China, India, Japan, Africa, and the islands of the sea.  And all those who have lived fearless, Christ-loving, sacrificial lives amid darkness and sin, woe and hate, I call upon them to arise from their graves.  Yes, I invoke the whole blood-sprinkled throng - those who have been redeemed out of every kindred and tribe and nation - and when I ask them to tell us the secret of their life, death and victory, always it is the same:  The peace of God.  

Do you understand what I am trying to say?  If nothing else is clear, please try to get this:  Peace of mind and heart can only be experienced as Christ abides within us.  But you may hastily say, “I have always believed in Christ, yet I don’t seem to have the peace you have been talking about.  What is wrong?”  Certainly, it cannot be Christ’s failure -- for He is perfect.  The difficulty must rest with you.  Either you have not sincerely taken Christ as your Lord, or if you have, you’re not casting all your care on Him.  You may be trusting Christ in word only, while in deed you worry and fret - knowing very little of the peace of Almighty God. 

Let me ask.  Why do you doubt your Lord?  If you have received Christ, you are more than a conqueror through Him.  Thank Him for this glorious truth.  Ask Him for grace to banish care and worry.  Trust Him for everything.  But it may be you have never really received Christ.  Think about that.  And if you haven’t received Him, do it right now.

Father, You made this soul-satisfying peace available to all.  Yet some listening to my voice are spurning it.  May they lay aside their doubts and fears, along with their unbelief, and humbly submit to Christ our peace.  I ask it in His Name.  Amen.
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