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Excuse Makers                Dr. J. Allen Blair

No one will ever be judged for someone else’s sin, but only for his own.  Each of us is personally responsible to God.  This means each of us must receive Jesus Christ personally as our Lord (if we want to go to heaven) since there is no other way.

It is always difficult for me to try to figure out why it is that when men and women are invited by someone to a banquet, they usually go; but God invites them to the greatest of all banquets, and they do all in their power to get out of it.  There has never been a more wonderful banquet than the one to which God invites us:  To eat of the bread of life, and drink of the water of life.

In Luke, chapter 14, we read a parable about a banquet to which many were invited - representative of God’s invitation to all of us to come to the Lord Jesus for salvation.  But we know (from the Scriptures) that rather than accept God’s invitation, they flaunted their shallow excuses before Him.  One man foolishly replied, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it.  It might have been more discreet to go and see the ground before he bought it, don’t you think?  Another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen and I go to prove them.  Well, it’s a little late to worry about trying the oxen after the sale has been completed.  Could not the test be made better in daylight than at night?  The third excuse seems to top them all:  I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.  Why not?  Most wives would be glad for the opportunity to get out of the house for an evening to go to a banquet.  

Well, you can readily see the absurdity of all these superficial arguments.  Though they are considered the excuses, it is obvious that they are lies.  God is still inviting us to come to Himself and believe on His Beloved Son for salvation.  In John 21:12, He says, Come and dine.  And, in Luke 14:17, He says, Come, for all things are now ready.  Nothing is more wonderful than our privilege of coming to Christ for salvation to enjoy eternal fellowship with Him.

Many people still offer excuses to God rather than respond to His invitation.  Thoughtlessly, human hearts resist the love and mercy of a Heavenly Father who cares.  Jesus said, in John 5:40, Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.  Oh, the regrettable sorrow of those words: Ye will not.  The only thing in the world that keeps anyone from a life of happiness now, with the assurance of Heaven to come, is the determined and resolute will not-to-believe.  Occasionally, I have heard people offer excuses which were about as ridiculous as those of our text.  One of the usual excuses one frequently hears is “There are too many hypocrites in the church.”  Is this a warranted criticism?  Absolutely, I agree.  There are too many hypocrites in the church.  But this is no reason to refuse to receive Jesus Christ and follow Him.  He is no hypocrite.  His worst enemies could find no fault in Him.  But listen, you complain about the hypocrites in church . . . have you ever taken notice of the good people, the born again people, trying to do the will of God.  They far out-number the hypocrites.   I realize one hypocrite is more readily noticeable than ninety-nine righteous persons, but let’s be fair:  Not all believers are hypocrites.  

Another excuse one hears quite frequently comes from the lips of those who say, “Well, I’m not perfect, but on the other hand I’m not really bad either.”  These people think the good in their lives will balance out the evil.  This is purely speculation.  Indeed, it is not God’s idea.  The Bible teaching of true goodness is perfection.  Anything less cannot possibly satisfy an all-righteous God.  “But,” you hastily reply, “no one is perfect.”  True.  No human is, but Christ is.  When we believe on Him, we become identified with Him.  God delivers us from the power and penalty of sin, and Christ’s righteousness becomes ours.  But (considering the matter further) you are not as good as you actually think you are.  In fact, if you haven’t believed on Christ, you are a very wicked person.  Maybe you do have high moral standards --  you don’t swear; you have never committed adultery; you have never been drunk; maybe you have not done other things.  But there’s one thing you have done that displeases God:  You have broken the first and greatest of God’s commandments.  And what is it?  Matthew 22:37-38, where Jesus said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.   

Have you always permitted God to have the first place in your life?  Is He the head of your home?  Is He honored in your business?  Have you dedicated your children to Him?  Do you seek His will for your social life, your family life?  You don’t (?)  Then you have broken the law of God.   Maybe you have done your best to live up to a few man-made standards, but man is not the judge; God is the judge.  You have sinned against Him and broken His law.  Salvation is not by works of righteousness which we have done, it is purely and simply the work of God in the heart when we trust in Christ.  All the morality in the world could not atone for our sins; only the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.  Don’t trust in yourself.  Trust in Jesus Christ.

But somebody says, “I don’t want to become a Christian because I would have to give up too many things.”  Who ever told you anyone can become a Christian by giving up any thing?  To believe on Christ is to receive the gift of God -- eternal life.  We’re not saved by giving, but by receiving.  God spared not His own son, but delivered him up for us all.   How shall he not with him also freely give us all things?  Salvation is the free gift of God.

It is true, after one sincerely receives Christ into his life, the Bible teaches that there should be a definite break with sin.  Anything that dishonors Christ should be put out of the life.  This is the normal outworking of the new life.  Be assured, God will never ask us to forsake anything but for our own good.  In Psalm 84:11, we read, The Lord God is a sun and shield, the Lord will give grace and glory.  NO good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.  I have never yet met a Christian who felt that what he gave up for the Lord was anything in comparison to what he received.  In the light of what Christ gave up for us, our small sacrifices are nothing.  

Well, there are other excuses we frequently hear, but don’t bring your excuses to the Lord Jesus - bring yourself to Him!  He bids you to come to the banquet table of His grace and love.  The table is spread.  Everything is ready.  Come, eat of the bread of life:  Christ Jesus.

Heavenly Father, I pray that the excuse makers will lay aside their excuses, and receive the gracious gift of eternal life by trusting in Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose Name we pray.  Amen.
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