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There seems to be no end to the writing of books these days.  But there is one book that excels them all.  It is the Book of book, unique in its composition -- but, most of all, in its message.  It tells of the greatest sacrifice ever made and why it was made.  I hope you’ll stay for the rest.

A young man who had been reared on the farm was planning to leave his small town to go to a large city to take a job.  He didn’t know much about city-life, but he had been instructed as to some of the temptations and problems he might experience in that environment.  Just before he left on his trip, a close friend called on him, and said, “I understand you are going to launch your craft on a dangerous ocean.”  “Yes,” the boy said, “that’s right.”  But pulling a New Testament out of his pocket, he said, “I am going without fear because I have a compass to steer by.”  

Well those words are worthwhile.  When a person has a knowledge of the work of God, with Jesus Christ in his heart, he can face most anything and come out on top.  The temptations that come to us are endless and unless we have greater strength on the inside than the outside, we shall stumble and fall.  If we have as our practice the reading and studying of the word of God, we shall withstand the evils up ahead no matter how intelligent a person may be or how well-versed he is in his knowledge, without an understanding of the word of God, he is limited.  That’s why I firmly advocate that everyone who has received Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord spend time daily studying the word of God.

Now you may say, “Well I read the Bible through once.”  Let me just say, you may have read the Bible through, but you haven’t mastered the Bible.  I have read the Bible through over 80 times but I frankly admit that I have only scratched on the surface of Bible knowledge.  By the grace of God, I have learned much that I did not know when I came to Christ years ago, but I still have a long way to go.  It is sad but true that many of the people who are in our churches, who have been members for years, have a very limited knowledge of God’s word.  This is tragic because the Bible is the Christian’s textbook.  Some of these people can hardly find their way around the books of the Bible, so they get a Bible that is indexed and they depend upon this crutch because of their immaturity relative to a knowledge of the word.  Along with their ignorance concerning spiritual truth, we often see their ignorance concerning our Savior, who is so predominate in the Bible.  Along with their limit of spiritual knowledge comes worry, fear, lack of reliance on the Lord, doubt as to their eternal salvation, and numerous other spiritual weaknesses.  Most of all, they seem to be weak in the face of temptation and sin.  

In Psalm 119:11, we read the words of God’s servant who said, Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.  The Bible tells us what’s right and what’s wrong.  It is a divine rule book.  Athletes are guided by rules in the sports world.  These are absolutes.  Some things are right and some things are wrong.  You play the game according to the rules.  Of course, man-made rules are imperfect because humans are imperfect; but God’s rules are perfect because He is perfect.  Thus we can accept with confidence what we read in the Bible.

I like the way Dr. Timothy Dwight put it.  “The Bible is a window in this present world through which we may look into eternity.”  You will never find any other book comparable to the Bible as far as looking into eternity.  The Bible tells us about the past, present and future.  This is the most comprehensive book that you will ever find.  I guarantee it.   When we study the Bible, with a humble and open mind and dependence upon the leading of the Holy Spirit, there is no book in the world that can match it for beauty, interest or for its wonderful life-giving and refreshing power.  The more you know about the Bible, the more you will know about Jesus Christ and the more you will love the Bible.  The more you will come into a vital and living communing with the One whom the Bible sets forth in all of His beauty, His authority, and His power.  

The Bible has always had its enemies.  There has hardly been a time when there hasn’t been someone attacking the contents of Scripture.  Of course, Satan hates the Bible.  He is doing everything in his power to destroy it, but he is failing miserably.  I was reading about Diocletian, the Roman emperor, who in the year 303 A.D. inaugurated the most terrific onslaught the world has ever known on the Bible. Every manuscript that could be found was destroyed.  Every copy of every portion of the Bible was confiscated and burned.  Thousands upon thousands of those who had possessed these writings were martyred.  And, at length, a column of victory was erected to expose the extinction of God’s word and its message.  But God is Sovereign.  His word cannot be destroyed.  Listen to Matthew 5:18, For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  In Matthew 24:35, God says, Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.   You see, this Book is eternal.  Eventually, everything around us will be burned up, but this Book will continue.  It cannot be destroyed because it is the word of the Living God.  

Well, there is so much more I could say about this Book.  But let me just say, if you are a child of God, be sure you are giving the Bible the place it should have in your life.  Now you will remember Jesus said (in Matthew 4:4), Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  Your spiritual life needs the nourishment that comes from God’s word.  Not once a month or once a week, but every day. I suggest that God’s people begin the day with God’s word.  It will help you to face the pitfalls of life (and they are many these days, as you well know).  Don’t start the day without nourishment from God’s word.  

And, if you’re not a Christian (if you have never received Christ into your life), that’s the most important thing you could do right now.  Just simply bow your head and say, “Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I realize that Jesus Christ died for me and right now, I want to receive Him as my Savior and Lord.”  Then, get into God’s word.  Read it everyday.  Study it as much as you possibly can, and become knowledgeable in the truth of God. 

Blessed Lord, help us, I pray.  We need understanding.  May we take time and put the important things at the top of the list, and may Jesus Christ have the preeminence in our lives.  For I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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