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Let’s Face It                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

When we die, we leave behind us all that we have and take with us all that we are.  What “are” you?  And what will you be taking with you?  Let me tell you, the only thing that will count with the Lord is a transformed life redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ.

While conducting a Bible conference in a splendid Gospel-preaching church, I was entertained one morning by the pastor and his wife at breakfast.  I asked the pastor if he enjoyed a good night sleep.  “Not too good,” he replied. “I received a late phone call and was informed of the sudden death of a man who has attended our church.”  Then, in solemn tones, he said, “I have tried many times to get that man to come to Christ, but he wouldn’t come.”

Every sincere pastor has had this same experience.  How regretful is the hardness of impenitent hearts that carelessly neglect the Savior.  Jesus said of such individuals, Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.  Need I remind you that death is coming?  The prophet Amos sounds an important note of warning as he cries out, Prepare to meet thy God.  For some of us death is just around the corner.  It may catch up with us sooner than we think.  It is too late to think about eternal things after the grim reaper overtakes us.  That’s why God says (in 2 Corinthians 6:2), Behold, now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation.

Only by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ can we make adequate preparation for death.  You see, we need to be ready to die, for death is inevitable.  God says (in Hebrews 9:27), It is appointed unto man once to die.  You and I have an appointment with death.  You may have missed some appointments in life, but (unless Christ returns before) we shall not miss out on death.

Death to the unsaved is not only tragic, but most pathetic and horrible.  But this is not so for the true believer in Christ.  The Bible teaches that death for the follower of our Lord is sacred and beautiful.  The psalmist declared in Psalm 116:15, Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.  Precious?  That’s right.  Is it possible that the leaving of loved ones behind and the breaking of all earthly ties can be precious?  Absolutely.  For it is only for a brief period and then we shall meet our loved ones in a far better country.  We shall be together with the Lord Jesus Himself to spend eternity with Him and nothing could be more wonderful than that.  David said (in Psalm 49:15), But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me.  This is a marvelous assurance.  It can only be known in Christ.  The believer can say, “He shall receive me.”  

There may be many things the child of God does not know, but Paul declared with unwavering confidence that there are some things we do know unquestionable.  One of them is found in 2 Corinthians 5:1, For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  This means that even though these bodies of corrupt flesh will be destroyed by death, we shall have new bodies (perfect bodies) in Heaven.  Job spoke the same truth centuries ago, For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. (Job 19:25-26.)

There is no need to fear death, so long as we know Christ and have God’s word to tell us about the future state.  All I know (in fact, all anybody knows about life after death) is what the word of God declares.  There is no other existing source of information.  Ever since Cain looked upon the still form of Abel, man’s great question has been, “Where is he now?”  Many have tried to provide an answer to this confusing question.  Most of the answers seem to be more confusing than the question.  

The materialist answers by saying, “He is no where - earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  That’s as far as materialism goes.  The answer of science is silence, for science deals with the things it sees.  The answer of the agnostic is, “I don’t know.”  The answer of the Bible is that given by our Lord Jesus Christ in John 14:1, Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  This satisfies my heart completely.  My questions are all answered.  I have trusted the Lord Jesus long enough and completely enough to know that He cannot lie.  He promises, if it were not so, I would have told you.  There is no uncertainty here.  It is so.  

When one dies believing in Christ he goes immediately to be with the Lord Jesus.  It is true, even as the apostle claimed in Philippians 1:23, For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ.  What could be more wonderful than the joy of being with Christ.

From the 11th chapter of John’s Gospel, we see the quiet, common-place home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  Suddenly, the tranquility of that peaceful home is disrupted by the cold, merciless hand of death.  The wailing and weeping mourners give outward expression of the deep wounds in the heart.  The beloved Lazarus is gone.  The family circle is broken.  Here is the last enemy, the king of terror.  Through many illnesses in the past they had patiently borne their afflictions and hoped.  Now, hope was destroyed.  And what was left?  Why - the Lord Jesus was left.  What more was needed?  He turned tragedy into victory and sorrow into joy.  But is this not universal for Him?  He always does this.  What He told Mary and Martha on that never-to-be-forgotten day is just as real and vital at this moment.  Jesus declared, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  What could be clearer?  We have not been left to speculation and opinions.  Here is the “Thus saith the Lord.”  There is a life of bliss and happiness beyond the grave in Christ.

Are you certain that all is well with your soul?  If not, why not trust Christ right now?  Believing that you are a sinner, turn to the Savior and receive Him as you Lord.   Then, you will be ready to die.  Rather than fear death, you will anticipate being with Christ.  Let’s face it.  Since all of us must die, doesn’t it make sense to prepare to die? 

Our Father, I pray for those who need You today that for them it may be a day of decision.  May they wait no longer, but trust in the living Christ and be saved.  I pray this in His Name.  Amen.
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