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      Let’s Share the Truth              Dr. J. Allen Blair

Can you imagine an insurance company without salesmen?  I don’t think there is such a thing.  Well, what about a church lacking in witnessing Christians?  They are supposed to be God’s salesmen.  Are there any such churches?  Plenty.  In fact, too many.

In so many of our present day churches the task of witnessing for Christ is often left to the pastor.  It is clear from the Scriptures, however, that the responsibility of soul-winning belongs not only to pastors, but to every Christian.  For example, in the 8th chapter of Acts we read, there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles . . . Therefore, they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.  It is evident that in this instance it was not the apostles but the lay workers in the church who went everywhere preaching the word.  Doubtless, the apostles remained in Jerusalem to encourage, strengthen, and train new converts to go out and proclaim the truth.

Further, in the 4th chapter of Ephesians we see also that witnessing for Christ is for all Christians in verses 11 and 12, where we read, And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.  Now it would seem that verse 12 outlines the three-fold responsibility of pastors, but this is not the case at all.  God gives pastors gifts and abilities for the perfecting of the saints that the Lord’s people might be built up and taught in the word, that they in turn might go out and do the work of the ministry with the consequence that the body of Christ will be edified and enlarged.  

The basis responsibility of every true pastor is to teach and train his people that they might effectively serve Christ.  Of course, the pastor himself must be a soul winner, otherwise he will be in no position to train his people in this most essential ministry.  But let it be understood that witnessing is everybody’s job - pastor and people alike.  The Lord Jesus says to everyone who comes to Him for salvation, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. What a wonderful thing it would be today if all of God’s people were busy telling out the old, old story: the good news of salvation.  David paints just such a picture in Psalm 68:11, as he says, The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it.

One of the most pathetic illnesses I have ever known is the case of a young man who lives in a town in which I served as a pastor some years ago.  He is a faithful saint of God.  Rarely is there a special service in any part of the city where the Lord is honored that he does not attend.  Though he is badly crippled, somehow he manages to get to all these services.  He loves the Lord with all his heart, and desires above everything else to speak about Christ.  But the tragedy of it is, his tongue is paralyzed.  When he tries to speak, the result is only a few guttural grunts and groans.  He wants to speak, but he cannot.  On the other hand, I think of many Christians I have known.  Could it be that their tongues are paralyzed when it comes to speaking for God?  They can talk about everything imaginable, but when the opportunity arises to give a clear cut witness for the Lord it seems as though their tongues are paralyzed.  Indeed, spiritual paralysis is far worse than physical (as bad as that is).  Most of us can talk about our own exploits and accomplishments, but when it comes to speaking for Christ, we are silent.  It seems as though when we talk about ourselves we speak through an amplifier; but when we talk about the Lord, we speak through a muffler.   God has given us a love letter that we must carry to the world.  In His word He reveals His great love for all.  But if you and I do not carry this message of love to the world, how will lost and dying men and women ever know about the love of God and the fact that He longs to save them for eternity?

Years ago I heard of Miss Manning who fell in love with a missionary who was preparing to return to India.  Before he left he wrote to Miss Manning and asked her to marry him.  He informed her that if she were not interested, she should not reply to his proposal, that “no answer” would be considered as a refusal.  He wanted God’s will for his life and felt if she were not interested in marrying him, they might just as well stop corresponding.  The young missionary went on out to India and awaited a reply.  When Miss Manning received the letter, she wrote her acceptance almost immediately.  She was deeply in love with the missionary and felt that this was God’s leading in her life.  Since it was pouring outside (a very wet day), her brother offered to take the letter to the post office for her.  Weeks and months passed, but she never heard from her lover nor did she ever see him.  Some months after, she learned that he had married someone else.  Twenty-five years later, the Manning family moved to a new house.  In the moving, an old coat of Miss Manning’s brother was found.  When the pockets were turned inside out, there was the letter - yellow and crumpled.  It had never reached the man she loved.  What a sorrowful tragedy.  Yet, how many of us who profess to be followers of Christ are carrying God’s love-letter-to-the-lost hidden within our hearts?  Others do not know the way.  They have not experienced God’s love because of our neglect to bear His love letter to them, telling of God’s salvation through Christ.

We read, in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine onto them.  Soul winning is primarily and basically a work of the Holy Spirit.  If we depend upon ourselves, we shall fail.  But as we commit ourselves to the fullness of the Holy Spirit, God will witness through us.  In Acts 1:8, we read, But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.  Before we witness, God says we are to receive the power to witness.  This means that we must have a real heart experience with God whereby we are wholly yielded to His control.  One reason why some people do not talk much about the Lord is that they do not have much of an experience to talk about.  If we really sell out to Christ, it will not be a problem to witness for Christ.  As we follow His leading and receive His power, we shall speak out boldly for Him.  

Now, if we are to be successful in soul winning, we must also live the life.  The quality of our talk for God depends upon our walk with God.  It is one thing to “talk” Christ, but another to “walk” Christ.  If there is no walk, the talk will be wholly ineffective.

Now maybe you don’t know Christ.  You know about Him but you don’t really know Him in your life.  I trust that you will receive Him right now.  Ask Him to come in, and He will.  

Help us, our Father, to grasp every possible opportunity to tell others about our Savior.  People need Him.  May we be bold and courageous for Christ, for I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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