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Limited Time Only                 Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you know that God’s offer of eternal salvation is for a “limited time only?”  That’s right.  You don’t have a hundred years or so to make up your mind to believe on Christ.  That’s why God says, in His word, Now is the accepted time.

Usually something new is better than trying to repair the old.  I know this is not always the case, but frequently it is.  But when it comes to preparing for the future in eternity, it is always better to have something new rather than trying to repair the old.  I am talking about the new life which comes by believing on Jesus Christ rather than trying to patch up the old life by the things we do.  

God says, in 2 Corinthians 5:17, If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  It is thrilling to know that no matter how broken one may be as the result of sin, he is not too far gone for God.  By sincerely receiving Christ as Savior and Lord, the life can be changed and made new.  This is why Christ went to the Cross.  He didn’t die because He was bad.  He died because He was holy and the wicked leaders of His day hated Him for that.  Thus, Christ went to the Cross and there He shed His precious blood for you - that you might have a new life in Him.  What a price He paid!  Surely you cannot resist coming to Him for salvation after He did all this for you?  What wonderful love He has for you that He should go to the Cross and pay such a price.  The Bible teaches a substitutionary sacrifice.  That means that somebody had to die in your place.  Somebody had to go to the Cross for you, to provide eternal life.  And that’s just what Jesus Christ did.  

On a little church in Germany stands a stone lamb which has an interesting history.  When some men were working on the roof of the building, one of them fell to the ground.  His companions hastened down, expecting to find him killed.  They were amazed, however, to see him unhurt.  A lamb had been grazing just where he struck the ground.  And, falling upon it, the little creature was crushed to death while the man himself escaped injury.  He was so grateful for this wonderful deliverance that he had an image of the lamb carved in stone and placed on the building as a memorial.  The lamb saved his life by dying in his place.

We read in the Bible about the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.  Now, I say, Christ did not have to die.  Christ didn’t go to the Cross because He was overpowered by wicked men.  He said, No man taketh [my life] from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  He laid down His life of His own accord.  He went to the Cross and suffered all the shame of it to die there for you, that you might have a way of salvation - that all your sins might be covered over by the precious blood of Christ.  I say, again, how can you turn your face from God after all He has done for you?  How can you go on in your own sinful way, neglecting this great salvation?

Oh, I urge you to come to Christ at this very moment.  Come to Him right now and know the joy of salvation.  Know what it means to live with the Lord in your heart.  You can only know it as you humbly bow before Him and let Him come into your life.  God says, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  This isn’t a process.  This isn’t living a good life.  This isn’t joining a church.  This isn’t being baptized.  It’s simply calling on the Name of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  Of course, after you take Christ into your life, God expects you to live a good life: to live in His power.  He wants to see the good works, but then you have His strength to live a good life through you.  Without Christ, no one can live a good life.  Only as we have Him living within and working through us can we glorify God with a holy life.  The Bible says, It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure . . . For we are [God’s] workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  God gives us the strength and the wisdom to live righteously for Him.  Apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, we live for ourselves; but after we come to Jesus for salvation, we begin to walk with the Lord.

Now let me ask.  Do you know Christ as your very own?  Are you sure you are saved?  Maybe you are like many people:  “I don’t know whether I am or not.”  Well, friend, you can know.  The Bible was written that we might know that we have eternal life.

One of the worst men in a small town was saved in special meeting in one of the churches.  It was not long before some of his evil associates began to make fun of him.  They tried to do everything possible to create doubts in his mind.  

One of them approached him and said, “You say you are a Christian?  Who was the father of Jesus Christ?”  

“I don’t know,” replied the man.  

“Who was his mother?”  

“I don’t know that either.”  

“When did he live?”  

“I don’t know.”  

“How old was he when he died?”  

“I don’t know that.”  

“Well you’re a pretty fine Christian . . . you don’t know who was the father of Jesus or who was his mother, when he lived or when he died.  What do you know?”  

Then the rough but genuine Christian lifted his head and looked at those who were taunting him, and replied, “I may not be able to answer your questions, but I know I am saved.”  

That’s a wonderful thing to know.  You can know it, too, if you do not.  God wants to meet with you right now.  Will you ask Him to come into your life?  I hope you will, as we pray together.

Blessed Lord, I thank You that the way of the Cross leads home.  May some settle it today, and come home as they repent and turn to Jesus.  For I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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