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Investments That Produce               Dr. J. Allen Blair

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.  Never was this so true as when we give to the Lord in the work of reaching the lost for Christ.  Half of the world is yet to be reached.  As Christians, we have much to do.

In Matthew 6:19-21, the Lord Jesus says, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doeth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Now let me ask.  Where is your treasure today?  Are you building for this world only or are you living and planning for eternity?  There are many people who call themselves Christians, but noticing the way they spend their money, one cannot help wonder if they have had a real heart experience with Christ.  Jesus makes it clear in the verses I have just read that wherever your greater investment is, that is where your heart is.  Few there are who call themselves followers of Christ that seem to be really sacrificing for the Lord Jesus.  Many are living for the flesh and their own comfort without any real sacrificial effort to invest their money in the causes of Christ so that millions who have never heard the Gospel might have an opportunity to be saved.

Very often we hear of tithing around our churches.  Now “tithing” is alright.  But remember, this is Old Testament.  Tithing is a good place to begin in using our money for God, but should we stop with the tithe?  We ought to go as far as we can beyond the tithe - 20 percent, 30 percent, even 50 percent.  I know some Christians who are giving 50 percent of their income to God.  Well, suppose all Christians were doing this.  We could reach the world for Jesus Christ without any problems whatsoever.  But so many Christians are selfish.  With their lips they profess that they love the Lord, but with their heart they are concerned about their own affairs.

In Luke 14:33, God says, Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.  This means that the believer is to renounce ownership to every earthly possess and recognize it as God’s possession.  This means, too, that we shall use it as God wants it used:  not for selfish purposes, but for the glory of God.  Martin Luther said, “I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.”  This is so true.  This is why the Lord Jesus told us not to lay up for this life, but to lay up treasures for eternity.  Because so few of God’s people have really gotten the vision of sacrificing for the Lord, Christian service is hampered and hindered.  Young people are ready to go to the mission field, but Christians are not supplying the money to send the.  Missionaries out on the field are curtailed in their efforts for Christ because so many back home are living in comfort rather than sacrificially for the Lord.  

When Livingstone went to Africa, a Scotch woman who had saved 30 pounds came and presented the money to him.  “I want you to save yourself needless toil and exposure,” she said, “by hiring a competent servant who will go with you wherever you go and share your sacrifices and dangers.”  With the money, Livingstone hired his faithful servant Sebintino.  Later, in the heart of Africa, a lion threw Livingstone down and crushed the bones of his left arm, but Sebintino saved the missionary at the risk of his own life.  What if that gift had not been made?  Suppose this dear saint who gave the gift had not acted upon the leading of the Lord?  What tragedies have resulted because God’s people have not heeded the Lord’s voice in the matter of giving?  Now it may be that in time past God has spoken to you about some definite project.  He may have laid before you the importance of supporting an orphan or sharing with a missionary or assuming some other essential for the Lord.  Many of you listening to my voice today could support a missionary and keep him on the field if you would really trust God and believe His word.  It would be a great blessing to your heart if you were to respond to the call of the Lord in this respect.  You would have a greater zeal for the things of God if you were to really honor the Lord in respect to your giving.  Do you wonder why your efforts for the Lord are limited?  You are disturbed by the complacency and discontent in your life?  It may be that you have been holding out on God in respect to your finances - you have been living for yourself, rather than for Him.  I hope you will take this next statement to heart. Think it through before you thrust it aside.  Here it is:  If you are not really sacrificing for the Lord, your faith is dead.  That’s right.  Your faith is dead.  

A meeting of ministers and laymen was held to discuss church problems.  The subject of stewardship was discussed with diverse opinions being expressed.  Some were of the opinion that giving was not of extreme importance in one’s personal relationship to Christ.  At the height of the discussion, a layman stood, and said, “Gentlemen, I want to tell you about my son.  When he was born into this world, he cost us money:  a doctor bill, and a hospital bill.  Throughout his childhood days, we continually spent money on him.  We fed and clothed him and provided things for his amusement essential in the growth of a young child.  Throughout his high-school days he was an even greater expense to us.  He needed money for dates, clothes and many other things.  But shortly after graduation from high-school, our boy became seriously ill and God saw fit to take him home.   Now he doesn’t cost us a cent.”  He paused, and then said, “Gentlemen, if you faith is not costing you anything, you may be sure it is dead.”  Well, he was absolutely correct.  With depth of spirituality there will be sacrificial giving.  I am firmly convinced that what we give to the Lord has much to do with the depth of our spirituality.  No believer can be filled with the Spirit and useful for God who has a heart cluttered with the sins of selfishness and covetousness.  Remember the words of 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  Are you a cheerful giver?  Is it a real joy to honor the Lord in giving?  If not, believer friend, do something about it soon.  Come into the blessing that God has for you:  sacrifice for Him.  

And, should you be listening to me without Jesus Christ in your heart, remember this:  God gave all for you.  He withheld nothing.  Jesus Christ died on the Cross and gave every drop of His blood to cover over your sins.  If you were to turn to Christ today, He would completely forgive every sin you have ever committed and give you everlasting life with the assurance that you will never perish.  Maybe you have lived a long time without the Lord, but I will tell you this:  you have not found what real living is.  No one finds real living until he comes to Christ who is our life.  Jesus said, in John 10:10, I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  Receive the Lord today.  He is waiting and I hope you’ll come.  

Our Father, help us to release our purse strings, that the work of Jesus Christ will go forth in mighty power.  Do a work in us today.  For I ask in Christ’s name.  Amen.
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