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It’s Sure to Come            Dr. J. Allen Blair

If you are employed you expect wages at certain times, don’t you?  Well, sure you do -- and rightfully so.  In the same manner, we get wages for the sins we commit.  The Bible says the wages of sin is death.  But God in His grace has provided an escape from this penalty.  I hope you will stay with us for more.

A thief entered one of the downtown buildings in St. Paul, Minnesota, and stole some money.  He left a note which read “I am sorry I did this.  There is a day coming when I will pay.”  Now, doubtless, the thief meant that when he became more prosperous he would send the money back.  But what the thief wrote suggests another day when he will have to pay not only for this occasion but for all the wrongs he did during his lifetime.  

Now let me read you a verse from the Old Testament (found in Ecclesiastes 12:14), For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.  Yes, there is a day coming when every man and woman who has not repented of his or her sins and turned to Christ will have to pay.  

There have been many clever people who have lived during the course of the history of this world and have out-witted the courts, but no one will ever out-wit God.  On the other hand, there have been times when the courts made mistakes and condemned the innocent.  I read about a man in New York State who was awarded $155,000 for false imprisonment.  He spent a number of years in Sing-Sing prison for a crime another man later confessed.  Be sure, there will be no mistakes when God’s Son sits in judgment, for He who created man knows every thing about every one of us.  We read of Christ (in John 2:25) that He needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.   He knows all about our lives - past, present and future.  

Maybe you sought to deceive your parents or your spouse or your employer.  It appears that you have been successful.  It looks like no one will ever find it out.  Well, there is someone who knows all about it:  God knows.  And, as the thief wrote, it will be true of you: There is a day coming when you will pay.  God says, in Hebrews 9:27, It is appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment.  No one will escape death.  It will come to all of us.  This is a fact that cannot be reasoned away.  But just as surely as death will come, so will judgment.  You say you don’t believe it?  Well, that doesn’t change it.  It will come anyway, whether you believe it or not.

An infidel told an inquiring preacher, “No, I don’t believe in God and never attend church.  I always spend Sundays settling my accounts.”  The minister replied, “You will find, Sir, that the day of judgment will be spent in exactly this same manner.”  Indeed it will.  When the unsaved stand before God in judgment, they will lie and argue in an attempt to talk their way out of their calamity, but it will be too late.  Nothing they can do or say will help.  God says, in Psalm 1:5, that the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment.  This means all their arguments will be useless.  Try as they will to talk themselves out of their condemnation, it will be in vain.  They will not be able to stand.

Now this need not  be because God in His mercy and love is at this very moment offering forgiveness to anyone who will trust in His Son Jesus Christ.  You can avert the judgment of God by trusting in Christ who took on Himself judgment for sin at the Cross.  He did not die for His own sins - for He had none!  He died for our sins.  If you are willing to recognize Him as your substitute, as your sin-bearer, God will forgive you completely.  We have God’s own word in Jeremiah 31:34 where He says, I will forgive their iniquity and I will remember their sin no more.  Think of that.  God will blot out the past completely if you will take His Son Jesus Christ into your life.

Now, if a ship is sinking deeper and deeper, if the hole in her hull is beyond repair and she is going down slowly, what would the passengers and the crew be doing?  Would the passengers be playing games?  Reading books and enjoying life?  What about the crew?  Would they be manning the lifeboats and preparing the passengers to abandon ship to escape for their lives?  Or would they be scrubbing the decks, painting or caring for their usual responsibilities?  Well, the world is sinking in sin.  The time of the end is getting nearer.  But God promises a new heaven and a new earth where indwelleth righteousness.  His program for the end of this age is judgment and destruction.  But first He will gather out His people: His church from all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues.  This is the Bride of Christ, the company of the redeemed.  He is doing this now:  saving them from out of this doomed and dying world, this sinking ship.  The lifeboat of salvation is at hand to rescue all who will abandon the ship of this world and commit themselves unreservedly to the Lord Jesus Christ.

When the body of Christ (the church) is complete, Christ will return and we shall meet Him in the air.  Later we shall return with Christ as He sets up His earthly reign of a thousand years of peace on earth.  After this reign of peace, the judgment will take place and no one outside of Christ will be able to escape this judgment.  The unsaved dead will be raised to stand before God in judgment.  The unsaved living will stand with Him.  Together they will be condemned to eternal hell.

On every hand we find men and women rejecting the Gospel of salvation in our day.  They refuse to believe that the ship of this world is sinking.  They admit she has sprung a leak (that there are many things tragically wrong), but they believe that somehow they can save this world from destruction (that man himself can bring in the golden age of peace and righteousness).  “All is not lost,” they claim -- “Many may lose their lives in the struggle, but there is hope.”  My dear friend, the events of each day tell us the situation is hopeless.  The only hope is Jesus Christ.  Hope is not found in government.  It is not found in education.  It is not found in the church.  It is found in Jesus Christ.  You can have eternal hope at this moment by inviting the living Christ to come into your life.  Remember, He will blot out all your sins.  You will never have to stand before Him in judgment.  You will be forgiven completely and saved for eternity. 

Our Father and our God, I pray that many who need Christ will call on Him for the salvation He has made possible.  May no one turn a deaf ear to the Son of God who pleads, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  This I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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