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         Keeping Faith (Part 2)          Dr. J. Allen Blair

Have you ever thought you might like to become a Christian, but you are afraid you couldn’t hold out?  Well let me just say, that’s one of the wonderful things about being a Christian.  God does the holding, not us.  We are weak, but He is strong.  When we turn our lives over to Him, He takes over.

In my last message, I spoke of “saving” faith, and said that three things are necessary if one is to experience salvation:  There must be knowledge, assent, and appropriation.  It is possible for a person to have knowledge (which comes from the word of God) regarding salvation.  He may give assent to certain truths essential to salvation.  But until  Christ is appropriated into one’s life, he cannot be saved.  

Now let me use an illustration that will possibly make these three points a little clearer.  Let’s think of a helpless individual in a burning building.  A fireman responds to his cries by raising a ladder to a window.  The person trapped in the building sees the ladder:  he has knowledge of a way to escape.  He knows that the ladder is a “way out.”  He also knows if he goes down the ladder it is very possible that he can be saved.  He does not question this fact.  He does not ask the fireman, “Well, where did you get the ladder.”  He does not wonder if the ladder is a good one, will it hold him.  He sees it as a ladder providing a means of escape.  He gives assent to this fact, reasoning that a way out has been provided: if I go down that ladder, I can be saved.  Now, he could reason this fact in his mind until the building collapsed, and it would do no good.  He has knowledge and gives assent, but how can he be saved from the burning building?  There is only one way:  he must appropriate the way of escape by getting out the window and going down the ladder.  Well the same idea is presented in the Bible.  As we appropriate Christ on the basis of the knowledge we have of the Gospel, and the assent we give to the facts of the Gospel, we have eternal life.  This is “saving” faith.  

Now God says, in Romans 5:1-2, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  We have access into grace by faith, God says.  This is “saving” faith.

Now next, let’s think about “keeping” faith.  Somebody says “Alright, I’m willing to take Christ into my life.”  He takes the needed step of faith by asking Christ to become his Savior and Lord.  But there is something that bothers him:  How can he keep himself saved?  How can he hold out?  In the same manner in which he is saved, he is kept!  Now how is this?  By faith.  We read this in 1 Peter 1:5, where God says, We are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  “Through faith” does not mean that if I do not exercise faith in Christ that I will not be kept.  The first statement of this verse is God’s side of the transaction.  He says, We are kept by the power of God.   Now you may be sure that this power will always be sufficient.  

There are many other verses in the Bible that would accentuate this important trut: God will keep His own until we meet Him face to face.  But I must accept this truth how?  By faith - if I expect to enjoy the peace of God in my heart.  All believers are kept by God, but some of them don’t seem to know it.  As the result, they are miserable - wondering if they will make it to the end.  They become fearful and fretful.  They fail to exercise faith in what God says in His word.  He tells us that we are kept by His power.  Thus, we must believe Him and accept this unchangeable truth by faith.  It is not our task, but God’s, to keep us saved.  You may be sure He will do it.  

We read, in Philippians 1:6, Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ.  The Lord will never stop performing this good work.  As the Bible says, He will see us through unto the day of Christ (that’s when Christ returns - after that we won’t need faith any longer, we shall have Him).  This is not our holding on to God; it is God holding on to us.  God does the keeping.  We do the believing; God does the rest.  

Now Satan will try to disrupt this happy fellowship.  There will be times when he will tempt us to doubt God’s word.  You must remember:  He is a liar and a deceiver.  He will give us a sense of guilt, endeavoring to make us feel unworthy, saying, “Look what you’ve done.  Consider what you’ve just said.  God does not love you.”  Don’t you listen to Satan.  Believe the Bible.  God does love you.  He will never stop loving you.  God loves you with an everlasting love.  He never changes in His love toward us.  Satan will attempt to destroy your testimony and your faith.  We are told in 1 Peter 5:8-9 that he goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  But God says, Whom resists steadfast (how?) in the faith.  (1 Peter 5:9.)  We must exercise faith in God constantly, believing that He will overcome the devil and give us victory through Christ.

You see, we are never left alone to fight the battle ourselves.  Jesus told Simon Peter (in Luke 22:31-32), Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen the brethren.  Peter was buffeted by the wicked one, but Christ interceded for him constantly.  And you may be sure He is interceding for you.  Thus God says, in Ephesians 6:16, Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith we shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  

You may be thinking, “Well, that’s alright but my faith is weak.  I wish I could believe more than I do.”  May I remind you that it is the object of our faith that is of greater importance.  And the object is Jesus Christ.  What is our faith in contrast to the object of our faith?  Never feel that your faith is too weak.  Your faith may be weak, but we have a mighty Christ.  For this reason, we need never doubt God.  We may not understand everything, but we can believe Him for everything.  

Thus, one who has truly believed on Jesus Christ need never doubt his salvation.  If he has truly appropriated Christ and received Him into the life, he can trust Him to the end.  God says, in 1 Thessalonians 5:24, Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.  Do what?  He will see us through to the end, until we meet Jesus face to face.  We may stumble and fall along the way, but as we confess our sin and look to Christ, He will forgive us and lift us up.  So, day by day, going a step at a time, we keep moving toward that wonderful day when we shall see Him and hear Him say, Well done thou good and faithful servant.  

I thank You, Father, for Yourself.  I praise You for Your Beloved Son Jesus.  Through the Holy Spirit, I pray that many may trust Him for all things.  And for any who have never received Him as Savior and Lord, may they trust Him right now, by faith, for I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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