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  Persevering Faith (Part 3)        Dr. J. Allen Blair

Victory in life is a matter of faith, from conversion to the grave.  Education, money, and ability will not provide victory; but faith always does.  If you are not a person with a secure faith in Christ, yours is a hard road.  I’m Allen Blair.  Please stay with us.

I am delighted that you’re with us for my third and concluding message on the important theme of faith.  Thus far, I considered the beginning of faith which has to do with the new life, which is received when we believe on Jesus Christ.  This I call “saving” faith.  And, then, there is “keeping” faith which has to do with trusting God through His promises day-by-day.  

Now, let’s think of “persevering” faith.  Every believer needs persevering faith.  This is the faith Paul possessed which enabled Him to face the most adverse situations with victory.  He was beaten, stoned, imprisoned, shipwrecked, without food and drink; but he continued on for Jesus Christ.  Never did he deviate from his course.  He said, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God.  Nothing could stop this servant of the Lord because he possessed persevering faith.  He declared in Galatians 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ, liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  In these words we see the motivating principal of his life.  He said, I live by the faith of the Son of God.  People changed, weather changed, circumstances changed; but this did not disturb Paul.  He lived by the faith of the Son of God.  That’s persevering faith.  Paul was never a quitter.  He refused to give up.  Time and time again he was faced with disturbing obstacles. But he knew there was a way around, or over, or under, or through as he looked to God and believed Him.  

You and I are to live in the same manner.  It was Paul who declared, in 2 Corinthians 5:7, that we are to walk by faith, not by sight.  We are to trust God - not for some things, but all things - realizing as He said, in Ephesians 3:20, He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Jesus declared, in Matthew 17:20, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  Think of it: Nothing shall be impossible unto you.  Here is the result of persevering faith.  This is the accomplishment of the believer who dares to trust God.  

Now, doubtless, you realize that a grain of mustard seed is not very large.  It is a tiny seed you could hold between your forefinger and thumb.  God says if you have this much faith, you can win the battle.  In other words, it isn’t the amount of faith but the sincerity and genuineness of our faith that really counts.

There may be a mountain of some kind in your life right now.  Look to Christ, friend.  Do not doubt Him for a moment.  Well you may have to wait a while - God moves according to His time clock, not ours.  He always knows the best time to move.  But don’t let the devil tempt you to doubt.  God will not fail you.  Satan will work through your imagination, causing you to dream up all kinds of fears and doubts.  But remember:  Satan is a deceiver and a liar.  

I recall reading one time about the fort that was dismantled in British Columbia.  Everything that could be used was taken from the fort (such as electrical appliances, plumbing, and other useful items) as they tore the old fort down.  In the process, an amazing discovery was made that was unknown to even the residents who lived nearby:  The doors on the old fort were huge.  The locks were strong and almost impossible to break.  The windows were protected by steel bars two inches thick.  But the walls which looked like metal were only painted as such and actually were simply a composition of paper and clay.  Anyone with a strong thrust could have thrown himself through the wall of that great fort.  But no one ever tried.  Why?  They always thought it was metal.  It looked like metal, but it was paper and clay.  

Frequently, we look at the circumstances that surround us and feel that they are absolutely impossible.  We think there is no way to get through, but we need to remind ourselves over and over again that the Bible says, “with God nothing is impossible,” even obstacles which seem impossible can crumble under the mighty hand of God as we trust Him by faith.  Maybe you’re thinking, “I wish I had this kind of faith.”  Let me tell you where to get it -

Charles Haddon Spurgeon one time read a sermon by D. L. Moody about faith, and said to himself, “That’s what I need; I’m going to get faith.”  And he tried to get it in the strength of the flesh.  He did “everything he knew how” to try to get faith, but nothing happened until he read in his Bible the words of Romans 10:17, So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  How do we get faith?  As we study the word of God and read of the marvelous examples of men and women of faith, the Spirit of God will use His word to get hold of us -- as we claim the thousands of precious promises and realize that our God is Lord of all.  This is how we get faith.

Be a student of the word of God.  That will demand more time with the Word (not just a few minutes and reading a few verses).  We need to spend time in the Word.  God will use it in your life.  That’s where you get faith.  Hebrews 12:2 says, Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.  

And He speaks through his Word.  Faith comes from Christ.  He is the author and finisher of faith.  We must look to Him continually.  There must never be a time when we stop looking to Him for everything.  When we are weak, we must look to Him - in the word.  When we are sick, we must look to Him - in the word of God.  When we are sorrowful, we must look to Christ - in the word.  As we call on Him, He will strengthen our faith to believe.  

Christ is everything and He desires to be everything to us.  But we must let Him be what He wants to be.  Remember:  He is the author and finisher of our faith.  Whatever you need at any time, look to Christ in the word.  He will not fail you.  

And, if you have never looked to Him as Savior and Lord, do it right now.  Christ wants to save you and change your life and give you faith.  Let Him do it.  Bow before Him.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins, and you want to receive Him as Savior and Lord.  

Father, I pray that you will rebuke us for our failure in not trusting You as we should.  We confess our negligence, and pray that you will help us to believe You for all things through Jesus Your Son.  Amen.
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