(Tape No. 254)


Give it a Try                                        Dr. J. Allen Blair
I have heard people to say (when invited to church), “If I were to attend church, the roof would fall in.”  Well, you know, I’ve been preaching over 60 years and I have never heard of a church roof falling in because somebody attended church -- so you’re safe.  Why don’t you give it a try and see what you’ve missed?

I read somewhere that 76% of the American young people between the ages of five and 17 have no church connection whatsoever.  It is comforting to know that we live in a country that advocates religious freedom, but it is dreadful to realize that the practice of many is freedom from religion.  It is very obvious that this vast army of young people who have no interest or concern in the church interpret religious freedom as merely the privilege to stay away from church.  Such a condition of affairs can only result in a spiritual and moral breakdown of the great principles upon which our nation was founded.

We readily see the affect of our churchless youth on society.  But with all the immorality and crime, I refuse to place all the blame on our young people for their lack of interest in church attendance.  Is it not true that many of our adults (even some who profess to be Christians) have been so spasmodic and irregular in their attendance at the house of God that the children and young people have concluded that there must not be much in this idea of worship at all?  Of course, I can understand why those who have never received the Lord Jesus Christ are not interested in church, but it is most difficult for me to conceive why those who profess to be followers of Christ are so inconsistent in the faithful support of all the services of their church.  How do we account for the fact that so many  churches report a membership of a thousand or more, and it is not unusual on the Lord’s day to have only several hundred in the morning service (with a shameful handful present for the evening service, if they have an evening service)?  Either vast numbers of those on our church rolls have never had a real heart experience with Jesus Christ, or if they have, they have grown cold toward Him.  

God says, in Hebrews 10:25, Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another, and so much the more as we see the Day approaching.  We are told here that it is the manner of some to habitually neglect worship in the house of God, even though they are Christians.  God is exhorting us to be regular and faithful in our attendance at church.  

It was Dr. Robert B. Patterson who said, “Sunday worship is the best preparation for weekday living.”  Well I believe that.  If you and I, as children of God, are to exert a holy example to the unsaved all around us, we need the inspiration, teaching and fellowship we get in a sound Bible-teaching church.  Contrary to the thinking of some, I doubt if one can be a really effective Christian without the practice of habitual attendance at the house of God.  

Now there are a number of excuses people offer in an attempt to excuse themselves from their privilege and obligation of attending church, but (at their best) they are simply excuses.  Probably one of the most frequent is, “I am too busy.”   I had a lady tell me one time it was practically impossible for her to come to church – she worked all week, and she had to bake on Sunday morning.  The verse I left with her was Matthew 4:4, where Jesus said, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  This dear friend was thinking merely of her body.  You see, man is more than a body.  He is a soul.  Even more important than feeding the body is feeding the soul.  To stay away from church because we have other engagements and so little strength left is like staying away from the dinner table because we are so weak and hungry.  Church is the place to get strength for spiritual duties, just as the table is the place to get bodily strength.  The busier our lives, the more important it is for us to observe times for quiet meditation and prayer.  How foolish it is to think that machines need rest, and beasts of burden demand it, yet man can do without it.  In our fidgety world with so many reasons for worry and distress, peace and confidence are important.  If these qualities are to be experienced and kept, surely one day in every seven must be set apart for the worship of the Lord in the house of God.  

Not only is it amazing but miraculous when we realize how much more we can get done when we put God first.  I heard of a businessman who was frequently invited to church by his neighbor.  He always gave the same reply that he had so much to do that he just couldn’t work it in.  Many months passed, and (after a long series of providential events) the businessman came to Jesus Christ and was soundly converted.   Of course, it became different then; for not only was he never absent from the services on the Lord’s day, but he was always at the mid-week prayer meeting as well.  Later he was asked how it was that before his conversion he had no time for the church, and now he seemed to have plenty of time (even though his business seemed to demand more time than ever). His reply was, “Before my conversion, there was just one of us doing the work.  Now, there are always two of us:  the Lord Jesus Christ and myself.  Thus, I get through quite easily.”  

I am sure many of our preachers would be better preachers if the men and women of the pew would be more faithful in occupying their place in the pew.  When a fire ruined the building of a church at Dayton, Kentucky, the pastor decided to conduct services temporarily in the Sunday school building which holds about 200 people.  A reporter said, “As I understand it, you have 365 members.  What will you do if they all turn up some Sunday?”  He said, “I’ll praise the Lord!”  There’s no doubt about it – Many a pastor would be encouraged, and challenged to work harder and do an even better job if more of his people would support him and worship with him.

Well should it be that you don’t really know Christ personally; this is where a good church experience begins.  Take Jesus into your life.  And then go on a hunt for a good Bible church where God’s word is taught and preached.  When you find it, settle in and be a faithful, working member; and God will bless you for it.

Dear Lord, it is my prayer that Jesus will have the preeminence in our lives.  If we are missing the mark, deal with us, I pray.  And may Jesus be glorified and praised in it all, for I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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