(Tape No. 254)

     It’s As Simple As That                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Some people never get saved because they think it is too complicated.  You don’t take an exam on the Bible, or fill out confusing forms of some kind.  You simply repent and receive Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Christ performed the hard part; but for you, it’s just as simple as that.

Some years ago, a man was preaching in the slums of Glasgow, Scotland.  He had been exhorting his listeners to make a new start in life – to use their will power to get out of their circumstances; to turn over a new leaf.  On the outskirts of his crowd stood a poor, fallen woman-of-the-street.  She listened intently with the hope that there might be something said that might provide a solution for her desperate condition.  But, disgusted with the preacher’s “do good” philosophy, she cried out, “Your rope is not long enough for me!”  

Anyone who is sincerely honest would have to say the same thing.  When told that salvation is through human effort, no one (irrespective of his good works or morality) is good enough to get into Heaven.  Nothing he could do in a thousand years would ever get him there.  Why?  Because God has declared in His word that the Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation.  The Gospel is the good news of God:  The good news that Christ died for our sins and was buried and rose again.  Because He went to the Cross and died for us, God has provided a new and living way whereby whoever believes in Christ can be eternally saved.  

We read, in Titus 3:5, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy.  It is Christ who saves and not man himself.  And, my! what a wonderful experience it is to be saved and to know it.  God performs a miracle in the life!  As the result, old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

After I finished speaking in a meeting in Memphis, Tennessee, a young businessman brought a sailor up to me and introduced him.  After a few minutes of getting acquainted, I asked the sailor, “Do you know Christ in your life?”  “No,” he said, “I don’t think I do.”  “Well,” I said, “Let’s sit down and talk about it.”  I proceeded to tell him about the good news of God, and then explained the way of salvation.  I told him how Christ died for his sins, and that he could be saved and have the assurance of meeting God at death.  He readily agreed with what I was saying, but he requested a little more time to get himself ready to be saved.  I assured him that he would be no more ready ten years from now than he was right now.  Since all of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God, and there’s nothing one can do to get rid of his sins(other than trust in Christ), I explained that when we put trust in Christ, God changes the life.  And then he asked, “How do I know that’s true? Suppose I take Christ into my life tonight and then head out to a beer joint afterwards?”  I assured him that if he truly received Christ and got saved, he wouldn’t head out for a beer joint; for God would perform a miracle in his life, and take the desire for beer out of his life.  Well, to make a long story short, that sailor received Christ and God did perform a miracle in his life.  He didn’t go to a beer joint that night.  He went to an ice cream parlor with the rest of us instead.  In a matter of minutes, this sailor found that for which he had been searching all his life.  He found peace and happiness.  God transformed his life.  

Well the Lord desires to do this for every unsaved man or woman, but He never forces anyone to come.  We must come of our own volition and trust Him by faith.  In Ephesians 2:8-9, God says, For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  By grace, through faith: God provides the grace to forgive you of all your sins, if you will exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now many there are who stumble over the simplicity of this truth.  They want to do something to be saved.  When we tell them to put faith in Christ, they say “Oh, that’s too easy.  It won’t work.”  May I assure you that this is the only thing that will work!
Some years ago, Dr. A. J. Garden, while traveling on a train, engaged a fellow passenger in a conversation on the subject of faith.  “I differ with you, sir,” said the man, “I don’t believe a person is admitted to heaven because of a little bit of theological script called ‘faith.’  I believe that when God receives a person into heaven, He makes a searching inquiry as to his character, rather than an inspection of his faith.”  Presently, the conductor came along and examined the tickets.  When he had passed, Dr. Gordon said, “Did you ever notice how a conductor always looks at the ticket, and takes no pains to inspect the passenger.  A railway ticket, if genuine, certifies that the person presenting it has complied with the company’s conditions and is entitled to transportation.  So faith alone, my friend, entitles one to that saving grace which produces a character well-pleasing to God.
Well this is true, dear friend.  This is what the Bible teaches.  Listen to Galatians 2:16, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  
I hope you will understand what I’m trying to say.  Salvation is the gift of God to anybody who will put faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  But, maybe you will say “I can’t see this idea of faith; I want facts.”  Well, listen.  The faith I’m talking about is based upon facts.  It is based upon the facts of the word of God, the Bible.  This book is not a conglomeration of myths and fairy tales.  It is an orderly compilation of facts as revealed by God through His holy prophets.  Everything in the Bible can be proved – so don’t think when we talk about faith that we are ignoring facts.  Well, how about it?  Surely you will admit that you are a sinner and you need to be saved.  Why not permit Christ to cleanse you from all sin and save you for eternity.  Make the initial step at this moment.  And what is that?  Listen to Romans 10:9-10, That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  Believe in your heart that Christ is the living Son of God who was crucified, buried, and who rose again from the dead.  Call upon Him, saying, “Lord Jesus, I want to be saved.  I am sorry for my sins.  Come into my life Jesus.  I trust You as my Savior and Lord.”  Well, you may be sure that God will hear your prayer.

We would like to be of further help to you.  So if you made this decision, write and tell us about it, and I will send you some literature that will tell you how to continue on in the Christian life.

Father God, it is our prayer that many listening today may enter into a living relationship with You through Jesus Christ, Your Beloved Son, in whose name I pray.  Amen.
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