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Our Direct Line to God (Part 3)                    Dr. J. Allen Blair
After sixty years of praying daily and numerous times each day, I don’t know what I would do if never again I could pray.  Prayer is truly the lifeline of the believer.  Well, I hope you’re enjoying this privilege.  Please stay.  There’s more to come.
Today I want to conclude my series on the theme of prayer.  We have discussed the importance of being absolutely certain that one knows the Lord, if he is to experience answers to prayer.  This is the first and foremost requisite.  
Now, there are other requisites.  We read, in John 15:7, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  Now what does it mean to abide in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Well it simply means to be given over to His control – to be dedicated to His will for your life.  Thus, He is saying:  If you are completely yielded to my control (willing and ready to obey me in everything), you may ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you.  Now this does not mean that your prayers will always be answered according to your desires.  They will be answered according to God’s desires, which (of course) is the very best way your prayers could be answered.  

When Jesus prayed, He prayed, Not my will, but thine, be done.  This should be at the heart of every request that comes from the lips of God’s people.  Our spiritual sight is limited; but, you see, God sees everything.  That’s why it is always best to let Him affect His plans for our lives.  
There will be times when God will answer prayer in the same manner in which we pray.  Throughout the Bible, we see direct answers given to the requests of the people of God.  You will recall that Elijah prayed that it might not rain for the space of three years and six months.  Well this prayer was answered in the very manner in which it was prayed.  Later, he prayed again that it might rain.  And it rained exactly as he prayed.  Then there was Peter, who was in prison.  A group of believers had a prayer meeting – praying that Peter might be released.  Suddenly, the angel appeared to Peter, and in a miraculous way provided his release.  Again, the prayers were answered in the very same manner in which they were prayed.

Well the same was true of Paul and Silas who also were in prison.  We are told that at midnight Paul and Silas prayed for deliverance.  Again God intervened, and they were released.  All these prayers were answered in the very same way in which they were prayed.  But, considering the other side of the ledger, I am reminded of Paul again and in his case I have no doubt at all regarding his abiding in Christ – his desire to let the Lord control him and guide in everything.  We are told in 2 Corinthians 12 of his prayer for release from his thorn in the flesh.  It was a great burden on Paul’s heart.  So much so that he prayed three times asking God to undertake.  What are we to conclude?  That Paul’s prayers were not answered?  No, indeed.  They were answered, but not as he prayed.  In 2 Corinthians 12:9 (in answer to Paul’s praying), God said, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  Well what was the answer?  Though it was God’s will that Paul keep the thorn in the flesh, God would give him grace to bear it (plus the fact that it would be used in Paul’s life to make him a stronger witness for the Lord Jesus).
From the natural viewpoint, this seems difficult to understand.  We might rationalize the situation, and say, “Couldn’t Paul be a greater testimony if he didn’t have any encumbrances?”  Well one would think so, but (as I said before) God sees everything, and the Lord knew it would be good for Paul to keep this thorn in the flesh.  The apostle recognized this, and when the answer came he said, with confidence, Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Here was a promise that he would never complain about the affliction, but rather he would glory in it, knowing that this was a part of his abiding in Christ.  He went on to say, I take pleasure in infirmities.  That is quite a statement.  Do you take pleasure in infirmity?  If you have found that God wants you to continue in it, you should.  Paul said (on another occasion), I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  

There is another important essential to effectual prayer, and that is making certain that there is no known sin in the life.  David said, in Psalm 66:18, If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD will not hear me.  Sin hinders many things; one of them is prayer.  As believers, we must be absolutely certain that we have confessed all sin to God -- that our hearts are clean.   Daily we should have a heart examination, whereby we ask the Lord to reveal anything that might be hindering our fellowship with him.  If you ask God to do this, I assure you, He will do it.   Then we find (from 1 John 1:9), If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Right along with this, we should be sure that there are no idols in our lives, hindering prayer fellowship.  In Ezekiel 14:3, God says, Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face:  should I be inquired of at all by them?  Idols can be many things.  A person can be an idol.  Your business can be an idol.  Money, lust, waste, and scores of other things can be idols.  Idols in our lives hinder prayer power.  In 1 John 5:21, we are exhorted by the apostle to keep ourselves from idols.  John knew what a hindrance idols were to a successful prayer life.  
Well, there are other important requisites for prayer, but I consider the four I have mentioned to be of utmost importance if we are to reap the rewards of prayer.  I trust, Christian, that you will give more time to prayer and at the same time remember to meet all the conditions, that you might enjoy prayer power.

And, if you are not a Christian, I urge you once again to make your decision to receive Christ into your life; that you might begin to pray.  Take it from me:  It is hard living trying to live without prayer.  So, ask Christ to come into your life at this very moment.  Receive Him as your Savior and Lord.  

Blessed God, I thank You for the privilege we have of committing every need to You in prayer, and I pray that You will burden our hearts to be prayer warriors.  Move upon us through the Spirit of God, I ask.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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