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     A Miraculous Change                                 Dr. J. Allen Blair
My father was an alcoholic.  I had a miserable 20 years in that environment, and though I am well alone in years now, I have never been able to forget the unhappy memories of those years.  Since becoming a Christian, however, I have learned that no one need remain an alcoholic.  For God can perform a miracle and change him completely.

A man addicted to drink sought repeatedly to overcome the habit, but he failed miserably.  Often, after being drunk for many days, he would repent and promise his wife he would try to do better.  But the years taught her the futility of all such vain promises.  Sitting with his wife one evening in their living room (prematurely old, thin limbed, stoop-shouldered, and eyes red-rimmed) he said, “You are a clever woman, Jenny, a courageous, good woman.  You should have married a better man than I.”  She looked at him and thought for a moment of all she had been through, and then answered in a quiet voice, “I did.”  

How many wives married men who were much better ten, 20 or 30 years ago, but because they didn’t know the Lord and yielded to temptation, they drifted into the depths of sin and despair.  If only they could realize that though they are “down,” it is not necessary to stay down.  There is someone who can lift them up and keep them up.  That one is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Maybe you are down.  If you were to take Christ as your Lord, everything could change.  Christ wants to be your Savior, Redeemer, Deliverer, Comforter and friend.  He can help you.  He has helped millions and, you may be sure, your need is not beyond His help.  

The remarkable thing is that when He enters the life He does not merely patch it up.  The Bible says that’s like using a piece of new cloth to mend an old garment – the hole is made worse and the patch doesn’t help.  Christ transforms and changes the life.  He gets to the source of the problem as He reaches into the depths of the heart.  God says, A new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  When the Lord Jesus does the job, He does it right.  The Bible says, If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  When one believes on Christ, God performs a wonderful miracle:  He not only saves us, but He takes lust out of our hearts.  He removes the sinful desires and gives holy ambitions in exchange.  He enables us to hate the evil things we used to love and love the good things we used to hate.  We cannot overcome sinful habits in ourselves.  I am sure you are aware of this.  Most of us are filled with pride and like to think we can do things without God, but how mistaken we are.  We are sinful beings in need of a Savior.

When I lived in New York City some years ago, two little girls both ten years of age were playing on a barge tied to a dock off 32nd Street.  Removing their shoes, they tried to put their feet in the water.  Then Rosie got up and said, “I want to catch a fish.”  She leaned over, lost her balance, and fell into the East River.  Lillian screamed and tried to hold her hand down far enough for Rosie to reach, but her arm was too short.  The swift current of the River swept her playmate to death some 50 yards off 31st Street.  Three policemen dived repeatedly at the spot where Rosie was last seen, but they were unable to recover her body.  Little Lillian tried to save Rosie, but her reach was too short.  At this very moment, some of you listening to me may be drifting downstream in the current of some sinful habit.  All looks hopeless, but it isn’t.  The Bible says, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither is his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.  God’s reach is not too short!  He is ready and willing to change your life if you will just let Jesus move in and let Him change you – which He wants to do.  I hope you’ll trust Him today.  
Not only will Christ enter your life, but He will give victory and power, and enable you to overcome all temptation.  Did you hear that?  All temptation.  This is real, friend.  Will you give Christ a chance to show you what He can do in your life?  Do not be deluded by Satan into thinking you can find a better way.  Let God cleanse and forgive you of all your past sins as you ask Christ to come into your life.  Sin can only produce misery and unhappiness.  Well you know that.  Christ gives life and joy.  There are many people who love darkness rather than light, but they’ve never experienced the peace of God.  If this should be true of you, give Christ a chance to prove Himself.  He will not enter your life until you invite Him.  He is waiting to enter now, but you must open the door of your heart.  The latch is on the inside.  

Maybe this simple message of God’s grace is new to you, and you can’t understand it fully.  It isn’t necessary that you understand everything to be saved.  God has made salvation clear and plain in the Scriptures, but very simply He says, Whosoever will may come.  Now I’m sure you understand that.  It isn’t necessary to know much to believe on Him.  If you were in a burning house and a fireman raised a ladder to your room, you wouldn’t stop to ask, “Well how did the house catch on fire?” or “Are you sure this ladder will hold me?” or “Will I be alright after I get out?”  No.  You would climb out the window and go down the ladder as fast as possible.  So it is with God’s salvation.  You don’t have to know all about the Bible to be saved.  All one needs to know to be saved is a desire within the heart to turn from sin, and then to make a definite commitment of himself to Christ.  This is simply taking God at His word and this is all God asks.

So what God says in Acts 16:31, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved – is absolutely true, and it’s for you.  Mrs. C. H. Morris has given us these beautiful words:  



If you’re tired of the load of your sin, 



Let Jesus come into your heart; 



If you desire a new life to begin, 



Let Jesus come into your heart; 



Just now, your doubtings give o’er;



Just now, reject Him no more;



Just now, throw open the door, 



And let Jesus come into your heart.

I hope you’ll do that if you never have.  As we bow in prayer, you pray this brief prayer after me:  Dear God, I know I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me as I now receive Jesus Christ into my life.  Thank You, Lord, for saving me.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Well, I hope you made this decision.  If you did, write and tell us and we’ll send you some helpful literature.  
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