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        How Can We Know?                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Personally, I have never had a problem with the existence of God.  While recognizing all the proof in His marvelous and miraculous creation, I sense His presence wherever I am.  Should you have any doubts in your mind, I hope you will stay with us for the rest of the program.

One time an atheist asked a Christian, “Can you prove that there is a God?”  “I think I  can --” was the reply, “but first let me ask you a question.  Can you prove that there is not a God?”  Well I have been a Christian many years and I have never yet heard anyone prove that there is no God.  I’ve heard dozens of proofs for the existence of God, but none against.  Likewise, I’ve heard people make the statement that there is no God, but they haven’t been able to support it.

Another atheist asked, “Has anyone ever seen God?”  Of course the answer is they have not.  “Well, isn’t that proof enough that there is no God?”  Not really.  Do you remember the story of Robinson Crusoe, and do you recall his dismay when he discovered there was someone on the island besides himself?  How did he know this?  Did he see him?  No, he simply saw a footprint in the sand which he knew could not be his own.  He realized that only a human being could have made that footprint.  He also was aware of the fact that the human being could not be far away because the tide had not reached the footprint yet.  There were the facts, and yet he had not seen anyone.  

If the print of a bare foot in the sand is absolute proof of the existence and presence of a human being, what are we to suppose when we see millions and millions of God’s imprints in the universe?  The psalmist wrote in Psalm 19:1, The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork.  It is not necessary to see God to know He is there.  The works of God tell the story.  The works of God’s Creation are far too exacting and intricate to suspect that they are the result of chance.  
People ask if there is life like ours anywhere else in the universe.  Some astronomers are emphatically affirmative.  For example, Dr. Harlow Shapley insists that there may be millions of earths inhabited by people somewhat like ourselves.  Of course, this is simply a guess.  There is no convincing evidence to support this belief.  Well it is my conclusion that this little globe upon which you and I live is the only place where there is a life such as ours.  Why do I say this?  Because (1) the God who created the heaven and the earth, established laws of chemistry that are the same throughout the length and breadth of the universe; (2) beyond a certain degree of heat, organized matter disintegrates and most of the heavenly bodies are far too hot for life to exist in any form; (3) beyond a certain degree of cold, no activity is possible since matter congeals into frozen immobility and many of the heavenly bodies are far too cold for life to exist; (4) life requires a certain atmosphere and the nature of the atmosphere is determined by the size of the heavenly body which it surrounds, and some of these bodies are so big that the atmosphere is too heavy to support life; some are so small that the atmosphere is too rarified to support life;  (5) life requires water and other specific elements, and because of the providence of God, our earth has just the precise combination of all the elements essential for life to exist.  
These facts are not accidental.  Would you say they are the result of circumstances?  Don’t you believe it!  There had to be a divine mind to arrange all of this.  It can only be the result of the creative purpose of God.  Wherever we turn we see God’s footprints.  He is there, dear friend.  Where?  Everywhere.  He is in your presence at this very moment.  Now I respect science and all that science offers, but you may be sure that science will not find God because science is not looking for God.  Science is proceeding on an avenue altogether different from the road of faith.  The scientific method is restricted to that which can be seen and felt by the sense organs.  It is unable to grapple with the spiritual dimension.  Therefore, science sees only part of what is there.  

For example, I am told that a standard test for finding out if you have a blind spot in your eye consists of a cross and a dot about two and one-half inches apart.  These are supposed to be held about two feet away and gradually brought to your eyes.  If both eyes are kept open, both the cross and the dot will continue to be seen.  But if one eye is closed, only one will be seen:  either the cross or the dot (both will not be seen).  So it is with the scientist.  If he closes the eye of faith, God is not there; for he sees only the operations of nature.  Science deals only with those things that can be measured and apprehended by the senses.  It is for this reason that it excludes God and the supernatural from its explanations.  Anyone who rules out faith most certainly limits himself from the understanding of not only the facts of this present life, but the assurance of eternal life.  

Those who live without faith and the eternal Creator are living a lopsided life.  Actually, they are not yet come to completion.  They are not full-grown, matured as God would have them be.  You see, we are more than bodies.  The Bible declares that we are a body but also soul and spirit.  We were created not simply for a few years of toil, suffering and hardship on this earth.  There is a greater purpose in the creation of man.  God has planned that we might live for all eternity.  Man is an immortal being.  
Of course, not everyone will go to the same place after death.  It will either be Heaven (in the presence of God) or hell (separated from God).  Where one goes after death depends on his response to Jesus Christ in this life.  Now you may have wondered, is there no other way to get to heaven but through Jesus Christ?  I don’t know any, and I have done a lot of searching.  The only inspired and authoritative book in the world, as far as I know, is the Bible: the word of God.  In the Bible, Jesus says (in John 14:6), I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  Either Jesus was the worst liar who ever lived, or He was as He declared Himself to be: the Son of God.  When He was on this earth, the Father declared of Him (in Mark 9:7), This is my beloved Son: hear him.  I for one am not willing to ignore this admonition.  According to God’s word, Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He came into this world to die for our sins.  This He did, and provided a way into Heaven.  Don’t look for another way.   There is none.  Salvation is through Jesus Christ.  Believe on Him now, and enter into the eternal treasures God has prepared for you.

Blessed Lord, I praise You for the life You made possible for us through Your beloved Son.  May none of us ignore this provision.  And for those who need the Savior, may they turn to Him just now.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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