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The Changed Life (2 Peter 1:1-2)                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
The apostle Peter’s second epistle is a fascinating New Testament book of instruction and inspiration.  I want to invite you to join me over the next several weeks as together we look at some of the choice morsels that will feed your soul.  Stay with us now for the first message.

The second epistle of Peter, the apostle, has a clear message for every believer.  We are passionately admonished to beware of false teachers and apostasy and steadfastly follow the Lord in a life of holiness and obedience.  Peter writes as a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ.   No longer is he the inconsistent Peter who denied his Lord several years before.  Even the name “Simon Peter” tells the story of his wonderful redemption.  In this name we see the “before” and “after” of the apostle.  “Simon” was the name given to him at birth, following his circumcision.  “Peter” was the name given to him at his rebirth, following his conversion – after his clear-cut statement of faith declaring Christ to be the Son of the living God, as we read in Matthew 16:16, our Lord gave him a new name.  No longer was he to be known as the unstable, undependable Simon.  He was a new creature in Christ.  Our Lord said, Thou art Peter, suggesting the rock-like nature and character that later distinguished God’s servant from his former self.  What was true of Peter is true of all believers.  Before conversion, all of us are in God’s sight degenerate, sinful and vile.  But after conversion, through the power of the Holy Spirit within, we are enabled to live holy, justly and righteously.  

One time a phrenologist, while lecturing in a certain town, declared his ability to tell anyone’s nature from the bumps on his head.  A rough-faced, stern looking man mounted the platform.  After a thorough examination of the subject, the lecturer described him as hard, cold and possessed with many disagreeable traits.  The audience laughed derisively, for they knew their neighbor to be kind, genial and benevolent.  Several told the professor he had miserably failed to judge character by his science.  But the man himself understood.  Turning to the people, he said, “Friends, you have heard an exact portrayal of my nature before the Lord Jesus took possession of me.  But since He came into my life, all has been different.”  Well, this is true of all of us who are in Christ, isn’t it?  Think what we were before we came to the Lord.  But by His mighty power, He transformed us and we were made new creatures in Christ.  We are far from perfect, but one of these days, when we see Jesus face to face, we shall be like him.  

As Peter wrote his second epistle, he was nearing the end of his life.  He was aware of this, for he wrote (in chapter 1, verse 14), Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.  He recalls the Simon life, but rejoices in the fact that it was supplanted by the Peter life.  His conversion was instantaneous, but his transformation was gradually.  Peter (like most of us) believed on Christ, but he was extremely slow in coming to the place of absolute and complete surrender to the Lord.  More and more, however, as he grew older in the faith, he conformed unto the perfect likeness of Christ.  In fact, the importance of this truth so griped his heart that it is the final admonition he leaves with us in this last letter we have from his pen:  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and for ever.  Amen.
Now, let me ask.  Is there an old and new in your life?  Have you at sometime received the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin?  If you have, the Bible declares you to be a new creature.  And the result should be old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  If you are a believer, your life should reveal  your profession of faith.  Others should be able to detect your conversion experience by your manner of life.  

Now Peter gives himself the title of a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.  My! what power there is in the Gospel.  Who would have thought one as impetuous as Peter could become such a useable tool for righteousness?  Indeed, the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.  It is regrettable that many who claim to be followers of Christ are quick to recognize their position in Him, but fail to recognize their obligation to Him.  Every believer is called to be a servant.  In John 12:26, Jesus said, If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.  Let’s not claim the dignity without the responsibility.  We are servants of Jesus Christ.  Of course, there was a time when we were servants of sin.  But we were purchased by the shed blood of Christ and should no longer live for ourselves, but for Him.  

You will notice that Peter addresses this epistle, in verse one, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.  They did not attain the like precious faith; they obtained it, through the righteousness of God.  This is the message of redemption which is purely of God’s grace.  No one could ever do anything to attain salvation.  Ephesians 2:8 says, For by grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.  Eternal life can only be received by believing on Jesus Christ.  Actually, this word “obtained” (as used here) means to receive by divine lot or bestowment.  God bestows the gift of eternal life on all who come to Him through His Son.  
Peter goes on to say, in verse two, Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.  Now this experience suggests not merely knowing Christ as Savior, but Lord of all – in full and complete control of our life.  The word “multiplied” suggests constant growth under the fullness of the blessing of Christ.  We are not full-grown on this side of Heaven.  We are ever growing!  As we feed upon God’s word daily, we increase our knowledge of Christ.  As we learn more about Him, we increase our measure of His grace and peace.  It is all in Christ, you see.  We are complete in Him.  Now, if we don’t grow in grace, we will groan in disgrace.  If we keep on growing, we need never fear backsliding.

When Billy Sunday was just a young Christian, an old minister said to him, “William, if you will do these three things every day of your life, they will never write ‘backslider’ after your name:  First, spend 15 minutes a day letting God talk to you through the Bible; second, 15 minutes a day talking to God in prayer; and third, 15 minutes talking to someone else about God.”  Billy Sunday determined to do just that and “backslider” was never written after his name.  Have you trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  Then (if you have) be a faithful servant enjoying all the blessings of the like precious faith.  But, if you’ve never come to Christ, do it right now.

Blessed Lord, I thank You that You have made such a gracious provision for all who will believe on Your Son.  It is my prayer that at this moment, many listening to this broadcast will say, “Jesus, I am sorry for my sins.  I want to be saved.  Come into my life and live through me.”  This I pray in our Savior’s name.  Amen.
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