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Claim the Blessing (2 Peter 1:3-4)                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Thanks for coming with us today.  We are in 2 Peter, and we shall see how wonderfully well God has provided for His people.  

The Christian life is not a struggle (as some think), but a life of victory and blessing as we daily realize that our help is in the Name of the Lord.

As Peter writes his second epistle, he is cognizant of the many lessons learned through the years as a follower of Christ.  But there is one very special lesson to which he gives due recognition in the verse for our present study.  It was this essential truth that brought over-flowing blessing to his heart, resulting in abundant usefulness for the Lord.  Peter is an elderly man now.  No longer is he the self-centered, crafty individual he once was – motivated by the flesh.  As we see him in his latter years, he is God-controlled and God-directed, giving due recognition to the fact that God is the source of all blessing and all that is inherently good.  Looking away from self, he would have every reader of his second epistle understand that the Lord is everything: the only source of blessing.  Like Peter, we would all do well to give proper recognition to this important truth.  

In the third verse of the 1st chapter of his second epistle, Peter writes: According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.  Here the pinnacle of truth is stated.  Where do we get all things?  Well the Scripture is clear: from the Lord Jesus Christ.  His divine power is sufficient.  The apostle further describes all things by stating that they pertain unto life and godliness.  Such a provision has no limit.  What more do we need than life and godliness?  

Now the “life” spoken of here is spiritual life resulting from the new birth.  If one has spiritual life, his most demanding need has been met.  He can get along without riches, success, even health (and many other things); but he will never know what real living is until he is born again by the Spirit of God.  
In his first epistle, Peter declared, Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  The moment one believes on Christ, he is born again and becomes the possessor of life – eternal life.  Now, you will notice from verse three that the divine power not only produces new life in the believer, but godliness as well.  Peter is very careful of the order of the two.  He does not put godliness before life, but rather “life,” then “godliness.”  

Some people feel that by living like Christians they will become Christians.  Thus they work hard, trying to earn their salvation (seeking to gain the right to Heaven).  Not so.  It is impossible to live a life of holiness and obedience until we have received life from the life giver.  Godliness is the gift of God.  As simply as one receives life through the divine power of Christ as a gift, so godliness must be received.  In other words, our Lord does not expect the believer to “try” to live the Christian life.  God desires that Christ be permitted to live through those who are believers.  Equally as impossible as saving us ourself is the task of living the Christian life.  In the same manner in which the Lord gives eternal life with the new birth, He also desires to produce godliness or god-likeness in us.  This is the life of victory whereby the believer permits the Lord Jesus Christ to have the right-of-way – to live not only in Him but through Him.

In 2 Corinthians 2:14, Paul writes, Thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.  Literally, this verse could read:  Thanks be unto God which always leadeth us in triumph in Christ.  Praise God, there need not be defeat.  Temptation and sin can be overcome.  Christ gives victory to those who follow on the paths of His righteousness.  As surely as the Lord saves the believer from sin, He will keep Him from sin.  David was certain of this fact, even though he had to learn the hard way.  After failing to trust the Lord fully, he wrote (in Psalm 56:13), For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living?  How wonderful it is that God does not merely save us and then let us struggle along the best way we can. We read, in our third verse, His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.  You see, we have all things in Christ.  We need nothing more.  His strength and His power are ours as we believe Him and trust Him.  Regrettably, however, too few of God’s people appropriate God’s divine power to live victoriously.  
Peter goes on to say, in this third verse, that though the Lord hath given unto us all things essential for life and godliness, we can best realize these possessions by taking time to be with the Lord.  He uses the expression: to the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue.  Now this is the second use of the word knowledge in this epistle thus far.  It does not suggest intellectual, but rather spiritual knowledge of Christ.  One may study the Gospel thoroughly and come away with a masterful grasp of the facts about Christ, but this is not the knowledge Peter has in mind.  It is the knowledge that begins when Christ is received into the heart – knowledge that is developed and deepened as we daily commune with Him and rely upon Him for all things.  As we increase our knowledge of Him daily, the glory and virtue to which we are called will become more and more obvious in holy living.

Now, in verse four, the apostle tells us of something else included in the all things God gives His dear children.  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises.  Specifically, He has in mind the precious promises that have to do with salvation (such as the great passages in the Word calling sinners to repentance and faith in Christ).  It is through these precious promises that we come to know the Lord Jesus who provides eternal redemption for us.  By receiving Him, we become partakers of the divine nature.  This is more than moralism or good works.  We actually receive a new nature of righteousness – the very nature of God.  At the same time, we are delivered forever from the power of sin.  Peter says, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  In Christ, we are possessors of His nature.  We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.  
Now, if you are a believer, have you claimed your treasures in Christ?  Have you placed the load of your sin on Him completely?  Are you enjoying the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free?  If not, call upon the Lord right now and receive of God’s gracious provision.  And, if you have never yet come to Christ for salvation, I hope you’ll do that at this very moment.  
Father, open hearts today, I pray.  May those without Christ call upon Him at this moment and by faith claim Him as Savior and Lord.  And, for those of us who know Him, search us out.  May we be certain that we are claiming all that belongs to us in Christ – resulting in life and godliness.  In His Name.  Amen.
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