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Add Them On (2 Peter 1:5-9)                        Dr. J. Allen Blair
Salvation is instantaneous.  It is not a process (as some might think).  Following salvation, we are to grow in grace.  Growth is a process.  Please stay with us as we consider seven important requisites for growth – which are a “must” if we are to be fruitful for God.

In our previous study taken from 2 Peter 1:3-4, we saw that God has given unto us all things in Jesus Christ, His Son, that pertain unto life and godliness.  In addition to this, those who believe are actually partakers of the divine nature which, of course, is amazing.  But, at the same time, this does not exclude human responsibility.  We who believe on Christ are not only to receive God’s wonderful gifts, we are to use and develop them.  Peter makes this quite clear in the verses we are about to examine.  Because of what God has done for us, we should be willing to reciprocate by using our spiritual gifts and graces.  The Lord gives the fire, but we must do the fanning.  On the other hand, by slothfulness and unconcern we may easily extinguish the flame.  

Now, Peter adds, And beside this, giving all diligence.  That is, in view of the fact of what God has done for us, let us strive to do our part to cooperate in every way possible with His provision.  This is the human side of the transaction.  The words giving all diligence could also be translated “with intense effort.”  This suggests the seriousness and importance of our responsibility.  We cannot expect to grow and abound in the precious faith without zealous endeavor.  The Lord gives all things essential to life and godliness; but after they are received, God’s gifts should be used to glorify and magnify Christ.  Suppose someone were to give you a very valuable gift wrapped beautifully.  After thanking the giver, you put it away and never used it.  Do you enjoy it?  Of course not.  Well, it’s the same way with God’s gifts.  If they are not used, they are of little value.  By faithfully utilizing what God has given, we are assured of even greater blessing.  
Now, considering the seven graces Peter mentions in verses five through nine, it is interesting to note that each one grows out of the previous one and, in turn, prepares the way for the next.  The growth is not spontaneous.  Toil and effort is demanded on our part or we shall be fruitless.  Peter says, Add to your faith virtue.  This is the precious faith spoken of in verse 1.  It is a faith which was once delivered unto the saints, of which Jude speaks (in Jude 3).  We became possessors of this faith the moment we believed on Christ.  Peter is not suggesting that we add to this faith in the sense of expanding or enlarging on it.  The precious faith is complete in itself.  To add to it is to build upon it as one might add the super structure of a house to the foundation.  Jude expresses the same idea when he says, But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith.  
The first grace we are called to add to our faith is virtue.  This refers to virtue in the moral sense.  True faith in Christ always results in something.  Consequently, those who know the Lord should prove their relationship to Him by holiness of life.  

Next, Peter says virtue is to be supplemented with knowledge.  This refers to the knowledge obtained from the word of God.  When we believe on Christ we receive the precious faith which becomes the foundation for character.  But, from God’s word we get the wisdom that provides the instruction for character.  We don’t decide what is right or wrong.  The Scriptures tell us.  This is why it is so important that God’s people spend time reading the word every day.  Psalm 119:130 says, the entrance of thy word giveth life.
Temperance is the next grace Peter names.  The word means self-control, referring to the mastery of desires relative to sensual passions.  It has, in particular, reference to the control of the sex passions.  How many Christian leaders have fallen to Satan’s delusive schemes because of their failure to curb the appetites of the flesh!  This is not uncommon.  In one day I heard of three outstanding Christian workers in different phases of the Lord’s work ruined because of their failure to recognize this essential grace.  The unsaved don’t have the power to curb their sensual appetites, but Christians do.  Peter speaks of the divine power (in verse three).  This power is for every believer and it must be utilized.

Following temperance, Peter tells us of patience.  Temperance has to do with the temptations that spring from the inside of the believer, while patience faces those from the outside.  The word Peter used for patience could also be translated “endurance.”  Paul tells us to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  We are to persevere patiently, regardless of what temptations or testings come our way.
Next to patience, Peter says we are to add godliness.  The word means “reverence.”  I hear people speak of God as “the man upstairs.”  Friends, we are talking about the Almighty sovereign God who created the heavens and the earth.  He is far more than the man upstairs.  When we speak about the Lord or anything about the Lord, it should be with the highest degree of reverence.  I have heard people joke about the Scriptures in Christian circles.  I have heard some empty choruses along the way with far more jingle than message.  I have heard some people pray audibly and it sounds like they were talking to the man on the street.  In Isaiah 6:3, we read of the seraphim who lived in the presence of God.  They covered their faces and ceased not to cry, Holy, holy, holy.  Do we respect and honor the Lord and give Him His rightful position of authority and power in all that we say or do?  I can remember (years ago) when people when to church they would sit down in their pew and immediately bow their head and pray to God until the service began.  They came seeking an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Well, I’ll tell you, it’s a lot different in many churches today.  It seems to be the time to catch up on all the news, plus some gossip about our neighbor.  

Well, coming to the end of his list of seven graces, Peter reminds us that charity must be added.  This has a broader connotation than “brotherly kindness.”  Charity is “universal love.”  It is the divine love implanted in the heart of the believer by the Holy Spirit at conversion.  

Thus, we have seen seven important graces that are to be added to the precious faith received through Christ.  “Seven” is the perfect number.  When added to faith, these graces lead onward to the perfect image of Jesus Christ.  But – one question – do you know Christ?  Is He your Lord?  If not, let’s settle that immediately.  Ask Jesus to come into your life and live through you.  

Father God, I pray that You will use these words for Your honor and glory.  May we not be hearers of the word only, but doers.  I ask that You will take our lives – break them, if need be – and live through us to the end that we shall be living epistles . . . known and read of all men.   I ask this in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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