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Why Be Fearful?                                 Dr. J. Allen Blair
Fear is one of the devil’s most valuable tools.  Often, he uses it on believers to prevent us from witnessing to those around us.  Though we love Christ and have a concern to tell others about Him, we are silent because of the fear that seems to overwhelm us.  But, is this necessary?  Please stay with us.

In Ephesians 6:10-11, we find the words of the Holy Spirit to the Christian soldier – Be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.  Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  God’s people are to be strong in the Lord, and are not to trust in themselves.  They are to be wholly dependent on the Lord for the strength to take a consistent stand against the devil and all the forces of evil.  We shall only possess this kind of courage as we trust the Lord completely for His strength.  

Among the many memorials to be seen in Westminster Abby in London (I am told) is the excellent one inscribed on the monument of Lord Lawrence.  Here one can read his name, with the date of his death, and these word, “He feared man so little because he feared God so much.”  This, I believe, is the secret of Christian courage.  For to fear God is to love Him consistently.  In answer to the inquiry as to the greatest commandment, Jesus replied (in Matthew 22:37), Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul and with all thy mind.  When one loves God in this manner, all his fears will be banished.  He will not be guided by what people think or say.  He will be motivated by one earnest ambition; and that: to please the Lord Jesus Christ.

I read, in Proverbs 29:25, that the fear of man bringeth a snare, but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.  To fear people hinders the believer’s witness for God.  To counteract this, we are to put full confidence in the Lord and trust Him for the essential strength to stand for Him whole-heartedly.  There are so many in our churches who give the impression that they do fear God, but when they are out in the world they quickly align themselves with the ungodly.  These people lack the courage for the God they profess to love, and seem to fit in with their environment wherever they are.  They remind me of the story that was told of a battle between animals on one side and fowl on the other.  There was a bat in the battle.  When the animals rushed upon the fowl, the bat drew in its wings and cried, “I am an animal.”  When the fowl rushed upon the animals, he stretched out his wings and cried, “I am a fowl.” Well, there are many who are of the world when they are with the worldly crowd, yet pose as God-fearing Christians when among Christ’s followers.  

We are to be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might, the Bible says. There are no limits to God’s power.  He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Draw upon His strength and overcome your fears.  Our churches are filled with nominal Christians who belong to church because the family does, or because it’s the nice thing to do.  They draw nigh to him with their mouths and honour him with their lips, but their heart is far from him.  These people are caught in the trap of apostate Christendom that has no witness or testimony for Jesus Christ.  They have never known the consistency of a faithful witness for the Son of God.  
But, on the other hand, there is a faithful remnant scattered all around the world who fear the Lord, who can be found in most all church groups – who are drawn together by their common love for Christ.  As we face the last days, filled with tribulation and hardship, it will not be an easy road for the fearless soldiers of the Cross.  But one thing is true: the tribulation we face because of the godlessness of those around us will reveal who’s who among the people of God.  How important it is that we who know the Lord show our true colors.  Let’s not put our light under a bushel, but let’s put it where it can be seen by everyone.  And may each of us do as our Lord said, Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Let me give you three reasons why the believer should not be fearful.  First, our sins have been forgiven.  If we were still under the condemnation of death because of sin, we should have every reason in the world to fear.  But God, through the blood of Jesus Christ, has cleansed us from all sin.  We are forgiven eternally.  As the result, we have access to Him at all times.  We can cast all the weight of our care upon Him.  We are free from sin’s burden.  

Secondly, we need not fear because the Savior is with us at all times.  We are never alone.  When the disciples felt forsaken in the darkness of the night out on the lake, suddenly Jesus appeared, and said, Be not afraid.  When the apostle Paul was faced with Jewish opposition and pagan wickedness in Corinth, the Lord said, Be not afraid.  When David Livingstone was surrounded by hostile tribes (with no way of escape) he read from the Scriptures, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.  No, we need not fear.  God is with us.  

Thirdly, the believer can be fearless because of the assured victory we have in Christ.  Jesus said, in John 16:33, In the world, ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.  Until Christ’s return, there will never be a time when there will not be tribulation in this world in which we live.  Many believers in various parts of the world know this all too well.  But, in Christ, there can be no such thing as defeat.  Even though a man may destroy the body, the soul goes to be with the Lord.  

With our sins forgiven, the Savior is with us and our victory is assured.  What more do we need?  So be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.  Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  Don’t back down, child of God.  Be fearless.  Let your testimony for Christ be known.  Fear no man, but God only.  We are living in days of opportunity.  May God help us to be fearless for Him, that we may spread the message of truth to the ends of the earth.
And, should you not know Christ as your Savior and Lord, I urge you to take Him into your life right now.  He loves you and He wants to give you everlasting life.  He died for you and rose again.  And, if at this moment you will open your heart to Him, He will enter never to leave.  I hope you’ll do it.  I’ll pray for you.

Father God, I ask for any listening who do not know the Lord that right now they may receive Him as the Lord of their lives.  Work in many hearts today.  Make us a fearless people that we shall go forth to conquer in the power and in the name of Jesus Christ who gave His all for us.  I pray this in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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