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Can You Prove It? (2 Peter 1:10-11)              Dr. J. Allen Blair
All of us like proof.  We don’t like to be left with doubts about something.  If proof can be given, that usually satisfies our wonder and curiosity.  Well, Christians need to prove their profession of faith.  It is not enough to say, “I believe.”  The world wants to see belief put into action.

Our Scripture today calls every true child of God to the realization of a paramount truth of the Scriptures.  Simply stated, it is this:  If you are saved, prove it.  The great danger among Christians is verbalism: saying, but not doing.  Verbosity is not enough.  The precious faith, if it is truly genuine, must find its way out of the believing heart into convincing actions.  Saying we are Christians may satisfy some, but if we are to assure empty-hearted and restless souls all around us that the Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation, we must present the evidence of holy and consecrated living.  

The apostle Peter leaves no doubt about this in the second epistle (Chapter 1, verse ten), where he says, Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure.  The word wherefore refers back to verses five through nine..  It is as though Peter is saying, “Because of what I have just said, relative to the believer’s human responsibility of adding to (or building upon) the precious faith, substantiate your divine call and election to salvation by doing all these things.”  The calling and election of which Peter speaks has to do with the divine side of salvation.  The Scriptures clearly teach that salvation is of the Lord.  It is a divine work of grace in the heart of the believing sinner whereby God forgives him of all his sin and, at the same time, provides a new nature of purity and righteousness.  The invitation to this experience is to whosoever will.  God is no respecter of persons.  He desires that all come to Him by faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  If you have come to the Lord and you are making your calling and election sure by the holy life and the works you are producing for Christ, there can be no question about it:  You are God’s very own “called” and “elected” to salvation by grace.
Peter assures us further that if we make our calling and election sure, we shall never fall.  This could be translated “we shall never stumble.”  As we faithfully build upon the foundation of the precious faith by consistently adding the graces Peter mentioned for growth in the Lord, we shall never stumble back into the old ways of sin.  God will keep us going forward for Him.  But the condition for victorious advancement in the Christian faith is clear: if ye do these things.  God’s divine work of grace under no circumstances renders human effort unnecessary.  True, we can only live for the Lord as He gives us the enabling grace; but this grace will be given to all those who are believers with receptive and willing hearts.  God has done His part, and He continues to do so.  Thus, if we are to reap the blessings of victorious living, we must do our part.  We must make our calling and election sure by doing the things that will keep us from faltering and stumbling along the way.

The apostle John says (in John 13:17), If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  In essence, this is the same truth Peter is emphasizing: if we do these things, we shall never fall.  We must never overlook the importance of doing (in its relationship to believing).  To say we believe on Christ, without producing visible evidence of belief, is to pour confusion on unbelievers all around us.

After Peter reminds the believer of the importance of proving his profession and calling by the “good works” test, he assures us that obedient and righteous living will never be overlooked by God.  He says (in the 11th verse), For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  If a child of God is loyal and faithful to Christ and consistently adding the graces of growth outlined by Peter in his second epistle, then his entrance into the kingdom will be triumphant and victorious.  Now this is not to say that we get to Heaven on the basis of how we live.  God makes it clear in His word that there is no question about going to Heaven for those who fully trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is rewards (not salvation) that the apostle has in mind at this point in his epistle.  We need to distinguish between those who barely enter Heaven and those who will enter triumphantly.  
Those who receive rewards are the faithful saints who serve the Lord and live for Him on this earth.  Their entry into Heaven will be joyous.  But the person who is saved yet so as by fire is the believer who enters into the presence of the Lord empty handed.  Though saved, he has carelessly lived for himself – giving little thought to holy living or the needs of the lost.  Finally he reaches Heaven, but that’s just about all.  Now, let me remind you again that both of these Christians go to Heaven.  Not on the grounds of what they have done, but on the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for their sins.  One of them will hear the voice of the Lord, saying, Well done thou good and faithful servant, while the other will be faced with the regretful memory of wasted years and fruitless living.  

The Bible tells us about the rewards that God is reserving for His obedient and devoted believers.  In 2 Corinthians 5:10, Paul tells us that we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.  This is the believer’s judgment (not for sin, but for works).  At the judgment seat of Christ, great hosts of God’s redeemed people who spent their lives living for self will be faced with shame and regret.  But for those who claim the God-given victory on earth and supplanted the self-life with the fullness of Christ, they will be rewarded.  There will be many who will be crowned in Heaven.  There will be crowns of life for those who loved the Lord on earth in the midst of trials and testings and were faithful unto death.  There will be crowns of righteousness for those who love Christ’s appearing and who were persecuted, yet fought a good fight and finished their course.  There will also be crowns of glory for those who worked with the Chief Shepherd in feeding His flock – people like Sunday school teachers and pastors.  Isn’t it wonderful to think of the poor, the hard-worked, the overlooked and the unappreciated believers here who will receive their due recognition in Heaven!  Are you planning an abundant entry into Heaven?  Then die.  Die to yourself.  Die to the flesh.  Die to everything that turns your face from Christ.  Bow at this time and commit your entire self to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
And should it be that you haven’t come to the Lord for salvation, I beg of you to come to Him right now.  You don’t know whether you’re saved or not?  Make sure of it as you look to Jesus and say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me,” and He will do just that.

Father God, we pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to speak to us.  May Jesus be in control.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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