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Unquestionable Evidence (2 Peter 1: 16-18)               Dr. J. Allen Blair
One of the pressing needs in many churches these days is good sound teaching from the word of God.  Not psychology, or moralistic lectures; but the entire counsel of God:  Truth; sound doctrine.  Any revival that ever started began with the sound preaching of the word of God, and people were drawn to the Lord.

In 2 Peter 1:16-18, Peter wrote, For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a vice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.  Now, Peter would have us to understand that not only is it important to reconsider old truths frequently, but it is also worthwhile to recollect old experiences.  It’s good to stop occasionally and reflect on the past.  Progress is made not only by looking ahead, but also by looking back.  The experience of the past can provide stepping stones for the achievements of the future.  Peter is mindful of this in his second epistle.  He pauses to recollect several incidences that are worthwhile for all of us to think about as we retrospect with him.

Be reminded, again, that the enemies of the Cross attacked by Peter in his second epistle are not the same as those of his first epistle.  Those mentioned in his first epistle were outside the church.  They made no pretense of being believers in Christ – in fact, they despised Christ and Christians.  But in his second epistle, the apostle is greatly disturbed because of the enemies within the church.  They profess to be Christians, but their teachings and their lives denied their profession.  How the early church degenerated into this sad state we are not sure.  We can only speculate.  Could it be that they fell into the same error that is so obvious in scores of our present-day churches?  There is a prevailing tendency among many to feel that there is power in numbers.  In other words, it is thought that the more members a church adds to the roll, the stronger it becomes.  This may or may not be true.  Often, it is not true.  In the economy of God, power is not known through numbers only, but through surrender and submission to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The church should always be “the force” and not “the field.”  It should be a body of consecrated believers banded together in the love of God for fellowship, prayer and Bible study, in preparation for the task of winning the lost to Christ, both at home and abroad.  As far as usefulness for the Lord is concerned, it is far better to have a church with 50 members completely yielded to Christ than 5,000 members, many of whom have never really opened their hearts to the Lord’s control.  The devil works through nominal Christians.  This is one way he gains a footing in churches.  Evidently, this was a contributing cause to the severe problem in Peter’s day.
One of the errors in doctrine which Peter sought to correct concerned the second coming of Jesus Christ.  The truth of our Lord’s return had been ridiculed and opposed by certain groups within the church.  They had derided it as a myth.  But Peter boldly declares (in chapter one, verse 16), For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  God’s servant recollects his experience on the mount of transfiguration.  There he saw Christ in all of His majesty, as every eye shall see Him when He comes in His glory.  Peter was an eyewitness of the Lord Jesus and all of His resplendent glory!  No wonder he wrote so frequently about the second coming.  The false teachers were saying that the return of Christ was merely one of the several cunningly devised fables being propagated by some Christians.  To them, the blessed hope was nothing more than a cleverly written story without any factual basis.  Well, Peter knew better.  He had a visual foretaste of what is yet to come.

It is interesting to note how many of the problems of the early church are duplicated in the churches of our day.  Of course, this is understandable when we realize the same devil who deceived and deluded those in Peter’s time is still working with his demons at the same old game now.  His methods never change; and, since he is limited in his methods, we might expect to find him using some of his same, ancient, well-worn lies.

Not only was the return of Christ being denied by certain false teachers within the early church (now this was a serious indictment); but, more than this, these same false teachers though professing to be followers of Christ were living in gross immorality.  Doubtless, one’s attitude towards Christ’s return will be reflected in his manner of life.  There is no influence that is more effective in stabilizing the believer in the walk of holiness and obedience than the blessed hope of the return of Jesus Christ.  God declares (in 1 John 3:3), Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.  Those who are looking for their Lord to return will live accordingly.  They will not be busy living selfishly in pleasure, and following the exploits of this life; rather, they will be motivated in all that they do by the hope of Christ’s glorious appearing.

Although Bible-believing Christians place an emphasis on the thrilling truth of the rapture (which is so clearly presented in the last third of 1 Thessalonians 4), we almost completely overlook the first two-thirds of the chapter.  What is the theme advanced in the first 12 verses?  Holiness of life.  Paul gives detailed admonitions concerning the purification of our hearts, and anticipation of Christ’s return.  In other words, if we really believe that Christ is coming back, we shall live each remaining day until He returns in a manner that will please and honor Him.  I am convinced that the low spiritual plane of so many in our churches is the result of the neglect of the teaching and the believing of the doctrine of the second coming of Christ.  When God’s people know about this stirring scriptural truth, and really believe it, sanctified living and spiritual power will follow.

There were two serious errors being taught in the early church that are still common in many present-day churches.  One of them made light of the second coming of Christ, while the other denounced His deity.  Peter deals with both of these in the verses we are considering.  His argument for the deity of Christ is not only clear and concise, but convincing and conclusive:  We were there; we saw; we know. 

Have you seen Christ?  Have you taken Him into your life?  Do you know that you’ve been passed from darkness to light?  I hope you do; but if you don’t, right now, bow your head and call on Christ, and say, “I want to know, dear God, I want to know I’m saved.  I receive Jesus.”

Father God, I thank You that we can know that we’ve been passed from death unto life, and I trust that many today will receive Jesus and know life eternal through Him.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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