(Tape No. 259)

  Are You Speaking Out?                                 Dr. J. Allen Blair
Can you imagine a salesman who rarely ever spoke of his product?  That would be an impossibility, wouldn’t it?  In a sense, we who have received Christ are to be salesmen for God (not to sell Christ, but to tell others what He did for them on the Cross).  Are you doing your part?  

For a few minutes of meditation, let’s look at several verses found in the 15th chapter of John’s Gospel, verses 26 and 27.  Christ is speaking to His disciples and He says, But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning. Previously, Christ had spoken about the Comforter in John 14:16 where He said, I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever.  Christ would soon be leaving His disciples, but He promised them that they would not be left to struggle through life as best they could:  They would have a helper who would indwell them and never leave them.  
One thing this helper would do (according to John 15:26) would be to testify of Christ.  This was the divine side.  But Jesus made it clear that there was a human side to the transaction as well.  In verse 27, He said, ye also shall bear witness.  Thus, you see, there are two sides to witnessing:  The Holy Spirit who lives within the believer guides and leads us in our witnessing – giving us the proper words to speak – but you and I must go to the lost and share Christ with others.  This is what is meant in Romans 8:16.  The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.  The Holy Spirit always desires to testify of Christ, but the breakdown is in Christians who fail to speak for Christ.  You know as well as I that there are many, many Christians who never share Christ with anyone.  They are good people, they read their Bibles, they pray, they go to church; but though the Holy Spirit within longs to testify to Christ, these believers quench the Spirit by failing to share Christ with other people.

A minister tells the story of a Hindu who came to this country.   One evening, he asked his American hostess what she thought of Jesus Christ.  Her reply was, “We don’t talk about that at the dinner table.”  The next day, he asked a businessman the same question.  Embarrassed, the businessman said, “Wait until we get alone and we’ll talk about this.”  Later, the Hindu remarked, “This is the first nation I have visited where people are ashamed of their god.”  Well, this to me seems to be a reasonable accusation.  For if we are not willing to share Christ with others, we must be ashamed of Him.  But how can we be ashamed if we’ve been truly born of the Holy Spirit, forgiven of our sins, and received a life of God?  How can we keep quiet about the miraculous new birth?  Of course, some people can’t keep quiet.  I think of a shoe salesman I know who, in his store specializes in children’s shoes.  He told me that most children who come to his store and try on shoes want to wear them right away as soon as their parents purchase them.  Usually, the parents are not in favor of the child wearing the shoes, as they want to preserve them for something special.  But the wise shoe salesman usually says, “I’ll wrap them up so you can wear them to Sunday school on Sunday.  Almost invariably, the child says, “I don’t go to Sunday school,” so the salesman looks to the mother or the father or both and says, “Why not?”  After listening to their excuses, he shares Christ with these people.  This shoe salesman is actively engaged in telling people about Jesus Christ wherever he goes.  He is not a preacher, but God has done so much for him that he wants to see the Lord work for other people as well.  This is the way it should be for every Christian.  God forbid that we should have this wonderful transforming Gospel and do little or nothing to share it with others.

I remember the time I stood before the mammoth Post Office in New York City.  As I gazed on the massiveness of this building, I read the large words carved in stone:  Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.  I thought to myself: we have something even more important than mail to distribute.  We have a message from God and nothing should be allowed to prevent the child of God from getting this message to the lost.  God says, in Isaiah 43:12, Ye are my witnesses.  A witness simply tells what he has seen.  If you and I have really seen the living Christ in a personal experience whereby we have received Him into our lives, we ought to be telling it out, don’t you think?  We don’t have to argue with people.  And there’s no need to offend people.  Just tell them what Christ did for them in dying on the Cross and rising again, that they might be saved.  We need to pray that God will give us love.  First for Him and then for people, that we might be His faithful witnesses.  To do this we don’t have to know a lot, nor need we be brilliant.  The basic qualification is the new birth.  If we have met Christ and know Him, we are in a position to tell others about Him.

Some years ago, the great preacher Dr. Alexander McLaren had a burden to reach a man who is quite an intellect.  Though he refused to believe, this man attended Dr. McLaren’s church regularly.  Burdened for the man, the famous preacher delivered a series of sermons dealing with intellectual difficulties while praying that the man’s heart might be open to the truth.  To the doctor’s delight, the man came shortly afterward and said he had become a convinced Christian and he wanted to join the church.  Overjoyed, the doctor said, “And which of my sermons was it that removed your doubts?”  “Your sermons!” exclaimed the man.  “It wasn’t any of your sermons.   The thing that set me thinking was that a poor woman came out of your church beside me and stumbled on the steps.  When I put out my hand to help her she smiled, and said, ‘Thank you,’ and then added, ‘Do you love Jesus Christ, my Blessed Savior?  He means everything to me.’  I was so impressed by her kindly spirit and her enthusiastic interest that I couldn’t get over it.  I did not know Christ when she spoke to me, but I thought about it.  Soon I found that I was on the wrong road.  Though I still have many intellectual difficulties, I have come to the place where Christ means everything to me.”
You see, it isn’t always preaching that God uses.  Often, it is the humble witness of a dedicated saint.  You might be surprised to discover what God would do through you, if only you were to tell your friends and loved ones about our living Lord.  Personally, I don’t know of anything more thrilling on this side of Heaven than to have the opportunity of pointing someone to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Think of it, if you can – of the privilege of helping someone who is lost and condemned to hell to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ so that he can possess joy unspeakable and full of glory.  Let me ask, before I close, do you really know Jesus?  If you know Him, talk about Him.  Tell others about Him.  Be a witness.  If you don’t know Him, I urge you to come to Him right now.  Say, “Jesus, I want to be saved.”  And call on His Name and He’ll save you for eternity.

Blessed Lord, we pray that You’ll move upon our hearts, that we may be true ambassadors for Christ.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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