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The Remarkable Change (2 Peter 3:13-14)             Dr. J. Allen Blair
So often I hear people say, “We are certainly living in a mixed-up, chaotic world.”  And with that I would have to agree, but, you know, it isn’t always going to be this way.  Jesus is coming back and He is going to change things as we know them today, and everything will be made perfect just like in the garden of Eden.

From 2 Peter 3:13-14, we are told of the great conflagration which will purge the heavens and the earth of all evil and wickedness.  Then the new heavens and a new earth will emerge, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  The heavens and the earth will be renovated completely and prepared for the people of God – possibly appearing somewhat like the garden of Eden in beauty and perfection.  We may be assured that this prophecy is not based upon vain speculation, but (as Peter says) it is according to God’s promise.
Doubtless, the apostle is referring to God’s promise found in Isaiah 65:17 – For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.  Now why will it be necessary for God to purge the heavens?  Is there iniquity in heaven?  Well, the Scriptures reveal the fact of three heavens:  First, the upper air where the birds fly; next the region in which the stars revolve; and, then, the abode of Christ’s human nature with the spirits of the departed saints (known as Paradise).

It is quite obvious from what we read in the Scriptures that Satan and millions of fallen angels inhabit the heavens (not Paradise, where Christ and His saints dwell), but the first and second heavens.  Wherever Satan has been at work will need cleansing from sin.  But the third heaven, the dwelling place of Christ, has not been tainted by the evil one.  Before his fall, the devil was one of God’s holy angels.  But, upon his refusal to obey God, he was expelled from the Lord’s presence.  The earth and the air became the devil’s sphere of operation where he continues as the elusive and crafty deceiver.  Thus, it appears, that the first and second heavens only are those that are to be purged and renovated along with the earth.

The heavens and earth are to be new in the sense of being renewed and restored (not “recreated”).  They will be the same heavens and earth – purified, glorified and redeemed.  Following the restoration, the earth will become the scene of righteousness, blessedness and celestial peace (as opposed to the wickedness, the unhappiness and the universal unrest of our day).  The present heavens and the earth (as beautiful as they are) are under the curse as the result of Adam’s transgression.  All of creation awaits redemption (or, the perfecting).  Paul makes this clear in Romans 8:22-23.  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  The new earth will be the dwelling place for the saints of God throughout all eternity.  

The last two chapters of the Bible give a clear and descriptive picture of what this habitation will be like.  In Revelation 21:1-5, the apostle John writes, And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away . . . And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
What a wonderful place this will be.  Will you be there?  Will you see it?  Not everyone will.  In this same chapter in which God depicts the glories of the new heavens and new earth, He also says, But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  (Revelation 21:8.)  As we see, not everyone will dwell in the new heavens and the new earth.  Only those will be there who have received the Lord Jesus Christ into their hearts during their lifetime in this world.  Everyone else will spend eternity in hell.  

Now the Bible makes this very plain.  Either we shall be with Christ or forever separated from Christ.  

When the Lord’s people catch their first glimpse of the enrapturing and exquisite beauty of the new heavens and the new earth, I think they will say to John the Apostle, “John, why didn’t you tell us it was so wonderful?”  Probably, John will reply, “I tried to tell you in chapters 21 and 22 of the last book in the Bible, but I couldn’t do it.  There are not enough words to describe the grandeur and magnificence of heaven.”  God says, in 1 Corinthians 2:9-10, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  Paul assures us that the Lord has revealed to His own blood-bought children all that can possibly be known about heaven and the future, but there is so much we do not know and cannot know until we meet Christ face to face and become like Him.

To me, one of the most heartening and consoling statements in the Bible (relative to heaven) is found in Hebrews 4:9.  Here it is:  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.  Some of us have spent long years of toil on this earth – years that have been interspersed with many hardships and trials.  But oh the joy and confidence of knowing that there remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.  It is wonderful to be a Christian.  In fact we wonder how people can live without Christ amidst the perplexing problems and disturbing cares of this life.  For the true believer, the best is yet to come.

Peter reminds us (in verse 14), before that time comes God’s people are to be obligated in several ways.  He says, Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.   
Now, if Christ should return today, are you satisfied that your life would be well-pleasing to Him?  If not, you better do something about it.  And, if you’re not saved, you better do something about that too.  You’re not ready to meet Him.  It is a dangerous thing to delay when it comes to your soul’s salvation.  God wants you to be saved now.  He says in the word, Behold, now is the accepted time.  So, I say to you, Come to Crhist if you never have.  Receive Him as your Lord.  You will never be sorry.

Heavenly Father, work in the lives of everyone of us who makes the claim of being a child of God.  Make us what we should be.  And, for those outside of Christ, draw them to Yourself, I pray.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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