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Zealous For God                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
If a salesman gets excited about his product and uses every legitimate means possible to make sales, he is considered progressive and successful.  But if a Christian gets excited about Christ and God’s wonderful plan of salvation, he is termed a fanatic.  Well, if this is true, all I can say is we need more fanatics.

While facing Gethsemane and then the Cross with the burdens of our sins which He assumed for us, the Lord Jesus asked three of His disciples (Peter, James and John) to watch with Him.  After Gethsemane, what did He find?  We read, in Matthew 26:40, And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep.  Only a few feet away from them the Redeemer of the human race wrestled with the power of darkness and agony too crushing to be measured by our minds.  Nevertheless, the three disciples did not watch with their only leader, even in this short time.  Their wakeful companionship could have encouraged and strengthened Him.  

Now, is it not true that one of the weaknesses of present-day Christianity is still sleepiness:  the refusal to accept the challenges to our faith --- softness, flabbiness, drowsiness -- in place of strength, zeal and eternal vigilance?  Our churches need believers who, with the Holy Spirit’s fire burning within them will get up early and stay up late if necessary, sacrificing comfort, rest and sleep while testifying to the Son of God as man’s only hope.  We need to get out God’s message of salvation by going out on the highways and byways and in Jesus’ name inviting all sinners to come to their Savior.  How we need the zeal of the Lord in our churches.  Even some pastors are indifferent to the urgency and necessity of the hour.  Often sermons are delivered without feeling and compassion.  Two men were listening to a preacher with a well-prepared oration on the healing of man.  The sermon seemed to be perfect from a homiletical standpoint, but there was an emptiness, a shallowness in all that was being said.  Finally, one of the men leaned over to the other and said, “If only the dear man would take a fresh dip in Jordan himself.”

Some people go to church on Sunday and hear a well-prepared sermon, but so often there’s something lacking.  There’s so little zeal for the Lord and concern for souls, with no burden for the lost.  One time, the grandson of William Booth (the founder of the Salvation Army) was gazing intently at the cover of War Cry – which, by the way, is a splendid periodical published by the Salvation Army.  On the cover page there was a picture of William Booth in a boat reaching out to the hands of scores of men and women that were perishing in the sea.  The little boy said to his mother, “What is grandpa doing?  Trying to get those people into the boat? or is he just shaking hands?”  Well, this is a worthwhile observation.  
Some preachers are doing nothing more than shaking hands with people.  They are good politicians and excellent students of Dale Carnegie:  If they can keep people laughing and make them comfortable all is well.  But our task is greater than this.  We are called of God to preach the Word.  We are to be instant in season out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  For God says the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having itching hears and they shall turn away their ears from the truth and be turned unto fables.  We must never forget that we have a charge from God to present Christ and salvation.  This is our responsibility.  We who have been called to the ministry are not politicians, architects, builders or psychologists.  We are representatives osf God Almighty, called to proclaim Jesus Christ crucified, buried, risen, ascended and coming again.  Anything less than this is a betrayal of our call.  We need to pray daily that God will fill us with His Holy Spirit that we shall not endeavor to handle the unsearchable riches of Christ with cold hearts.  We need a burning compassion and zeal which comes from God only through the Holy Spirit to enable us to proclaim the truth and mighty power.

A minister sat greatly moved at a luncheon one afternoon as the visiting speaker poured out his heart proclaiming his message in the mighty power of the Spirit of God.  A friend sitting next to the minister turned and said of the speaker, “Magnificently mad, isn’t he?”  “Yes,” replied the minister, “and how I wish he would bite you and me.”  Listen, it is high time that all Christ’s followers get mad and get into the thick of the battle – realizing that the time is short and that what we do for Jesus Christ must be done quickly. I well remember my days as a young man back in high school playing football.  Our coach used to say, time and time again, “Get in there and get mad!”  I’ve never forgotten that.  We need to get mad about sin and may God warm our hearts and give us a zeal for souls, so that we shall proclaim Christ with a holy zeal that comes only from Him.  In Ephesians 6:19, Paul requested prayer.  He writes, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel.” How you and I need to pray for utterance that we shall open our mouth boldly for Jesus.  We must not be afraid of people but be true to our Lord.  We cannot fit in with the crowd.  We may not be considered popular, but so long as we please God, that’s the important thing.

The story is told of the well-known Welch preacher who delivered the sermon at the funeral of a pious and venerable village preacher in South Wales.  Hundreds of coalminers assembled in silence to pay their last respects.  These were the first words that fell upon their ears, “My brethren, the greatest obstacle to the road to hell has been removed!”  My, what a tribute!  What a commendation.  Can it not be said that many preachers in our pulpits today are helping people on their way to hell, rather than being obstacles in their pathway to hell?  Let us ask God for boldness to proclaim the truth:  Whatever the cost, to stand for the right whatever the circumstances.
Paul wrote in Galatians 5:1, Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  Are we standing fast for Christ?  Are we grasping the opportunities to tell others about Him?  Do we realize that as an ambassador for Christ we have the supreme responsibility of being His witnesses?  We must not sidestep the issue, nor use so much tact that we fail to make the attack.  Let us pray that God will warm our hearts and give us zeal through the Holy Spirit, that we may endeavor to reach the lost for Jesus.  And if you’re not a Christian, friend, I invite you to make your decision right now.  God wants to save you.  He wants to give you everlasting life.  Let Him do it.  Invite Christ to come into your life.  This will be the most wonderful thing you will ever do.

Father, I thank You for this time together.  I praise You that You made it possible.  So many of us have not seen each other, yet we can fellowship together around Your word daily, as we consider the things that concern those who love You.  Use this broadcast, I pray, to glorify Your Name and use us in these days of stress and strain to proclaim Jesus Christ.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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