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Learning to Wait                                 Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you have an important decision to make, you can either go ahead and make it yourself without any divine help or you can submit it to God in prayer and then wait on Him to guide and direct you according to His perfect will.  Well, I strongly advise the latter.

One of the most difficult things for any of us to do is to wait.  Sometimes, however, we are placed in circumstances where we are compelled to wait and that becomes awfully difficult.  Should waiting be difficult for the true believer in Christ?  After all, when we wait, we are waiting on God, right?  That should make all the difference in the world, shouldn’t it?  

In Psalm 37:7, we are told to rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.  Resting and waiting should be synonymous for God’s people.  There is no need for us to get all excited and uptight.  We are to rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him to act.  The Scriptures assure us that, in His own appointed time, God will act.  He will not be late or early.  For this reason, we may commit our way to Him and rest in His perfect peace.
Now, there’s nothing more necessary for the believer than knowing the Lord’s will and doing it.  Usually, this requires waiting.  When seeking God’s plan, rarely does He give us on-the-spot answers to our prayers.  There may be days, weeks, or even months of waiting involved.  If we run ahead of the Lord and do it our way, the result could be tragic.  Waiting on Him is always the better procedure, for the waiting is never harmful.  Very often, it provides valuable benefits. It’s during times of waiting that we learn the needed lesson of discipline.  Also, we discover the value and joy of relying on God completely.  The Scriptures become more meaningful to us as we search for enlightening truths to direct our steps.  All in all, our spiritual roots are deepened and our experience with the Lord becomes even more wonderful.  Never overlook the fact that we did not plan our waiting period – God did.  If we could have planned it, probably it would have been done differently.  Doubtless, it would have been done the wrong way.  God always does it correctly.  That’s why we need never complain.  God’s way is always the best way.

Very often, it is during seasons of trial while we are waiting on the Lord that we enter into a fresh understanding of God’s love.  The words of Hebrews 12:6 are extremely meaningful. Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.  It is in the throes of chastening that we realize the depths of God’s love.  Obviously, this was true of Martha and Mary at the time of Lazarus’ illness and death.  We are told that Jesus loved Martha, and her sister and Lazarus.  When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.  Now, if Jesus loved them as the verse says, why did He wait two days before going to them?  For the same reason He waits when we go to Him for help.  The waiting period is not a brush off, but a most valuable and needed time in our Christian experience.  It is then that we experience a new measure of our Lord’s love.  We are told, in Isaiah 30:18, therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you.   It would seem that Martha and Mary appreciated Christ’s appearance far more two days later than if he had gone to them immediately.  Few of us realize this while we wait, but afterward we discover the blessing.  We are familiar with the fact stated in Hebrews 12:11, where God says, No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous.  But usually we fail to anticipate the afterward when we shall enjoy the peaceable fruit of righteousness. God’s afterward is always pleasant and rewarding.  If we trust Him and wait on Him, eventually we shall praise Him for the afterward. 
A boy in his early teens visited his uncle who owned a large apple orchard.  It was early in the season and the apples were green.  The boy begged for some of the apples to eat.  The uncle refused, saying they were not ready to eat.  The lad accepted the decision gracefully.  Well, the following December, he received a large container from his uncle – filled with the same apples, ripened by waiting.  Often times the very thing we are praying about may require months or even years to be make more wholesome and enjoyable.  We cannot understand all this, but God can.  Thus we must not become disturbed or over anxious.  Waiting is necessary.  Remember Naomi’s worthwhile advice to Ruth? Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall.  Doubtless, nothing could have sounded more impractical to the young and energetic Ruth.  She probably thought, “Sit still?! This is no time to sit still; this is a time to get going.”  But the advice was heeded, and the result was wonderful.  We are assured from the word that they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.  While waiting, we don’t grow weaker, we grow stronger.  Those who have matured most in spiritual strength have learned how to wait on God.  
A devoted minister and his wife started a Bible school in the Ozarks.  Joyfully, they denied themselves in order to provide every necessity for their students.  All went well for a number of months.  Then, one day, a fire broke out.  Soon the little campus was engulfed in flames.  Everything was destroyed – building, furniture and provisions.  Later, amid tears, the students were gathered around the ashes for a praise meeting.  As the March winds blew, the minister led the singing of “My Father is rich in houses and lands; He holdeth the wealth of the world in his hands.  Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold, His coffers are full; He has riches untold.”  What would the students and faculty do now?  There was only one thing to do:  wait on the LORD.  There was only a short time when old and new friends responded and gave more generously than ever before.  As the result, a well-stocked farm with a suitable residence for the school was purchased; additional students enrolled; and a renewed spiritual vigor was evidenced among the students and faculty alike.  Only eternity will reveal the full affect as these faithful saints waited on God with praise in their hearts.  
Are you praising Him while you are waiting?  By all means, do it.  Don’t miss the blessing.  Trust Him.  He cannot and will not fail.  Doubtless, He is preparing you for a life richer and fuller than you’ve ever known before.  Stay close to His word.  Spend much time with Him in prayer.  Don’t complain, but keep praising Him.  As the Lord preserved David whithersoever he went, He will do the same for you.

Now, it may be that you’re chafing in your distress because you never really have taken the Lord into your life.  There are many people who think they’ve been born again, but when they are thrust into the furnace of affliction, they have doubts.  Often times, these doubts are legitimate because these people merely know the Lord in the head and not in the heart.  Should this be your case, receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, that you may know for certain that you belong to God.  

Blessed Lord, teach us how to wait on You.  Deliver us from hasty actions, that we shall know Your very best.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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