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Who Is In Charge?                              Dr. J. Allen Blair
Who is in charge of your life?  Are you running it or are you allowing it the Lord to take control?  When He is in control, it’s a wonderful life.  Oh, there are rough spots along the way, but we can look to the Lord to get us through and He always does.

While reading the 48th Psalm, I was impressed with the 14th verse:  For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.  Isn’t it wonderful to know that in the midst of our difficulties as we tread about on many uncertain paths that we have the Son of God who promises that He will guide us every step of the way.  To claim this promise, we must be absolutely sure that we are saved.  If we are, then we must be willing to trust Christ to be our guide.  

We hear a lot of talk these days about the will of God.  But do you realize that, actually, there are few Christians who really want the will of God for their lives.  Nothing is better for any of us than God’s will.  Yet, we are so foolish that we think we can do a better job of planning our lives than God can.  Do you want the Lord to be your guide?  If you do, are you willing to submit to His absolute control in every thing?  Or are you like the young man who completed his college course and then prayed, and said, “Now, Lord, I want to give you my life for full-time Christian service.  I am willing to go anyplace You want me to go.  But if it is all the same to You, please let me serve You in California, for the weather is so nice out there.”  Well, some of us are like that, aren’t we -- especially when it comes to the will of God.  But if we are to know God’s will, there must be no stipulations of any kind on our part.  If we desire God’s will, with the intention of obeying Him, He will reveal it to us.  If we want simply to “think it over,” we cannot expect to know it – even if we wanted to pray about it, that’s not enough.  Some believers never know the will of God for their lives because they are not sincere, they do not really want to do God’s will.  But, if we are willing to let the Lord have complete possession of us and resign our wills to His, He promises that He will guide us.

Consider several instances with me in the Bible:  Moses at the Red Sea; Joshua at the passage of the Jordan; Ruth in the village of Bethlehem; David in the wilderness; Nehemiah in the court of the king; Jeremiah in prison: Peter on the housetop; Paul on board the storm-tossed sailing craft.  All of these believers called on their unerring Guide who led them in the right way.  The privilege they enjoyed is for us as well.   Possibly, you have wondered how you may know God’s will for your life.  Well, let me offer several suggestions:  First, God guides by His word (the Bible).  There must be an unqualified acceptance of the authority of the Scriptures as the word of the Living God.  Where the Scriptures are explicit concerning something, nothing more is needed – the whole story is right there because God speaks to us through His word.  If we hold back in spite of what the Scriptures say, the problem is no longer one of guidance but of disobedience.  The words of Abraham’s servant illustrate the value of obedience in Genesis 24:27.  I being in the way, the LORD led me.   Well, this man had certain definite instructions from his Master.  Obedience kept him in the way, and the Lord crowned the errand with success.

Now, secondly, realize that God guides by His Holy Spirit.  We read (in Romans 8:14), For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  We might even say that those who are led by the Spirit of God and permit themselves to be led by the Spirit of God are happy sons of God.  There is always happiness in doing the will of God.  It was F. B. Meyer who said, “Whenever you are doubtful about your course, submit your judgment to the Spirit of God, and ask Him to shut against you every door but the right one.  Say, ‘Blessed Spirit, I cast on You the entire responsibility of closing against my steps any and every course which is not of God.  Let me hear Your voice behind me whenever I turn to the right or to the left.’  In the meanwhile, continue along the path which you have been already treading.  It lies in front of you.  Pursue it.  Abide in the calling in which you are called presently.  Keep on as you are, unless you are clearly told to do something else.  Expect to have as clear a door out as you had in.  And, if there is no indication to the contrary, consider the absence of indications.  The Spirit of Jesus waits to be to you what he was to the apostle Paul and his companions in their journeys.  Only be careful to obey His least prohibitions.  And where after believing prayer there are no apparent hindrances, believe that you’re on the way to everlasting blessing.”  Now that’s wise advice, isn’t it?
Thirdly, be assured that God guides by His providences.  A closed door will be plain enough guidance to stand still.  An open door could be God’s way of telling us to move forward – but not if we are going against the plain truth of Scripture.  A south wind is not the wind of God for us if it is taking us away from the will of God.  It should be realized that delays and hindrances do not prove that we’re out of God’s will.  The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, said the psalmist.  And someone has added that “the stops” also are ordered by the Lord.  Both are seen in Paul’s experience in a short passage in Acts:  two stops and a forward step.  Paul and Timothy were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia.  When they got to Mysia they tried to go northeast into Bithynia: but the Holy Spirit hindered their efforts.  So they went down to the seaport town of Troas.  It is there that Paul had his vision of the Macedonian beseeching him to come over and help.  So the next morning he and Timothy continued on their journey westward at once, and at last they reached Philippi in Macedonia where the Lord greatly blessed their ministry.  Thus, if we are blocked in our plans, we must take courage and watch and pray, and the Lord will guide us into His chosen paths.

Now, fourthly, we find that the Lord guides us by spiritual leaders.  Pastors, Sunday school teachers, and other godly men and women, are often those the Lord uses to guide us in doing the will of God.  Let none of us overlook the value of listening for advice.  Now you may know of other ways God uses to direct His people, but I offer these four to help you in your walk with the Lord.  Let me repeat them:  First, God guides by His word; second, by His Holy Spirit; third, by His providences; and, fourth, by spiritual leaders.  Let the Lord guide you into His chosen paths of fruitfulness and blessing and you will ever praise Him for it.  Remember, as your Guide, He never makes mistakes.  But what a mess we make of things when we try to be our own guide.  Maybe you’ve never taken Christ into your life.  You should do this as soon as possible.  I invite you right now to receive Christ.  Do it, dear friend!  He will lead you and direct you in the blessed will of God, which is the most important thing in your life.  Let Christ have charge of your life instead of trying to run it yourself.  You can’t do that.  You need the Lord.  So take Him into your life right now as you bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  But I receive You into my heart and life and I turn my life over to you.”  God will use you, dear friend.  
Father, I thank You for Your provision and guidance.  May we not choose our own way, but be willing to let You direct us step-by-step to the end that Christ may be praised through our lives.  I ask this in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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