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Where It Is                                 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
We are well aware of children who run away from home to escape the restraints put upon them.  But with all the divorces in this country, it is obvious that the greater problem is of parents running away from their children.  We need God-honoring homes where the members are bound together in the love of God with respect and praise to God.

Some years ago, Henry Grady visited Washington, D.C.  When he returned to his home in Atlanta, Georgia, he wrote an editorial about the Capitol at Washington, describing it beautifully and calling it “The Home of the Nation, the center of American life.”  Some months passed and he visited his old homestead in Georgia.  When he returned to Atlanta, he wrote another editorial saying he had made a tremendous blunder in the earlier one.  He said that the center of this country is not in the United States Capitol, it is in every home in this land in which there is a family altar.
What Henry Grady wrote about the Christian home is absolutely true.  The Christian home is the center of American life from which all the rest of it moves and radiates.  What our homes are will result in what our schools and churches are.  Government, business and amusements are the result of the kind of homes we have.  How tragic that many homes do not have any place for God and worship.  Even some of those who are faithful in attending church on the Lord’s day give little thought to God in the home.  The acid-test of Christianity is evidenced in the way we act in our homes during the week, not only in what we do on Sunday.

A Japanese girl was studying in an American college.  She spent her Easter vacation at the home of a classmate who had graciously invited her.  This was the first time she had seen the inside of a home in the United States.  Ever since childhood, she had heard of Christian homes in the United States.  Although her friends treated her royally (seeing to it that she had a delightful time), she was puzzled by what she observed.  As the Japanese girl prepared to return to the university, her hostess asked, “Well, how do you like the way we Americans live?”  Quickly came the reply:  Your home is very beautiful.  Yet, it seems so strange to me.  Although I have been to your church observing you in worship, I haven’t seen God in your home.  In Japan, we have a “God shelf” in our home so that we can conveniently worship right there.  In this country, you don’t seem to do this.  Don’t you take your God into your home?  
Suppose this young lady had visited in your home.  Would she have come to the same conclusion or would she have been amazed by your devotion to the Scriptures and prayer?  Would she have been influenced by the actions of the members of your household toward each other?  Would she have seen Christ revealed through those in your home?  

It was J. Edgar Hoover who, some years ago, appealed in a radio broadcast for a return to God and worship in the home.  He said, “If there is any hope for the future of our nation, if there is to be peace and happiness in our homes; then we as a nation must return to God and the practice of daily family prayer.  Can we have peace without morality?  Can we build homes without God?  Can we have worthy parents who do not know and practice His teachings?  Our nation is sadly in need of a rebirth of the simple life: a return to the days when God was a part of each household, when families arose in the morning with a prayer on their lips and entered into the day by gathering together to place themselves in His care.  A godless home is built upon sand.  It is a breeding ground for moral decay and crime.”

“Our hope for the future of this nation,” said Mr. Hoover, “is predicated upon faith in God which is nurtured in the family.”  Though Mr. Hoover is deceased now, the value of these words lives on and the need is greater today than ever before.
In Proverbs 22:6, God says, Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  Regardless of what parents may know about child psychology, it is utterly impossible to train children in the way in which they should go without training them in the things of God.  Maybe you say to me (like a parent did one time), “Training children in the things of God is the task of the church and the school.”  Well anyone who has to any degree kept abreast of the affairs of our nation knows that our public schools make little or no contribution to the spiritual welfare of our children.  Even worse is the fact that many churches are failing to adequately meet the spiritual needs of those who attend.  The churches that are doing a job for God have their limitations, for in most cases they have the children for only about an hour or so a week.  A few hours out of every 168 hours provides a poor opportunity to assume the complete responsibility for one’s spiritual development.  This is why it is essential that parents be certain that they know Jesus Christ and that they are doing their best to communicate Christ to their children.  

The commission God gave to Israel centuries ago still holds good:  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  Does the Lord have the place He should have in your home?  Is your home established upon the truth of God?  Do you personally give place to the reading and studying of the Scriptures daily?  If not, I urge you to do so.  
Of course, without Jesus Christ, this would be of little value to you.  Receive Him into your life, if you never have -- for He desires that you receive His eternal salvation.  Through Christ you can grow in grace.  Will you, right now, invite Jesus to become your Savior and Lord if you never have?  And, from this day on, lead your family in the way of the Lord.

Our Father, I pray that there may be real and lasting changes in our homes.  We know that very often this is where trouble often begins.  I pray that Christ may be honored and realized in our family relationships.  Revive our homes, I pray, for I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

