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             The Enemy Is At Work                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
Wherever you are today there is an enemy in your presence.   You cannot see him, but he is there.  The regrettable factor is that he is out to destroy you and all you are.  He does this through many ways.  Often we are ignorant of his devices.  But let me tell you something:   We can win the battle.

While waiting for his mother in a fruit market, a little boy stood close to a large quantity of red apples that were attractively displayed.  He eyed them very closely with an occasional glance at the gentleman in charge of the department.  After a while, the suspicious attendant went over to the boy, and asked, “Sonny, are you trying to take an apple?”  “No,” answered the boy, “I’m trying not to take an apple.”  Well this boy’s problem is one that confronts all of us:  temptation.  There is no human who is free from temptation.  It matters not what our position is in life.  Temptation is there.  Even though a person may be deeply spiritual, he is not free from temptation.  
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10:13, There hath no temptation taken you but such is common to man.  Temptation is common to all of us.  Satan and his emissaries are at work 24 hours a day, attempting to ruin our lives through temptation.  He approached Adam and Eve and tempted Eve to partake of the forbidden fruit.  He was even brazen enough to approach the Son of God in the wilderness.  But was he successful?  He tempted Peter and paved the way for him to deny his Lord.  He has tempted you and me, and he will continue to do so.  This is why it is so necessary for us to pray, And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  This seventh petition of what is commonly known as The Lord’s Prayer, is not a request to escape the possibility of temptation, but rather it is an earnest entreaty that we might not submit when tempted.  It suggests an emphasis on the need for complete dependence on the Lord and not on ourselves.  Only Christ was able to withstand the wicked one completely, without defeat.  His strength was the supernatural power of God.  You and I, on the other hand, are frail, weak humans in the flesh.  Thus our only certain enablement to overcome the power of temptation is through complete trust and confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Thus, when temptation strikes, what is the first thing the Christian ought to do?  Well, in my thinking, there is no question about it.  Pray.  Call on the Lord.  Ask Him for supernatural power to overcome the temptation that is plaguing you as a believer.  Do nothing else until you have prayed.  Our Lord said, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.  Satan knows how weak we are.  He is cognizant of the revolving door to our hearts.  This is why we need the power of Christ.  We are no match for our powerful enemy.  He is wiser and stronger than any of us, but not so in the presence of our Savior.  Christ proved this in the wilderness.  He is all powerful, while Satan possesses only limited power.  

In James 4:7, we are told to resist the devil.  The rest of the verse says he will flee from you.  How do you resist someone you cannot see?  You resist him through the One who can see him.  Jesus Christ can see the devil, and He can defeat the devil.  That’s why you and I must pray.  We must call on the Lord and commit our case to Him without hesitation.  You see, we can experience sudden victory, but this is not to say that the tempter will not return.  Every time he does, look to God and pray.  Go to the Lord and continue to claim victory.  It may be that the particular temptation is one that has marked defeat in your life many times in the past.  It could be that you yielded to this temptation time and time again.  Well, let me be very frank.  The battle will not be easy for you.  Each time you yield to temptation you become weaker.  This is true of any temptation.  For example, take drinking.  Suppose a young man has never touched alcohol.  While out with his friends, he is tempted to try it.  The urge isn’t very strong, but because of peer pressure he sees no harm in it and takes his first drink.  It appears to have a delightful affect.  The next time, it becomes a little easier for him to drink, and so on each time.  Soon, he forms a habit.  The results are not as delightful as the first drink; in fact, just the opposite.  It affects home life, his employment, and even his health.  Eventually, he may become an alcoholic.  Severe problems develop.  These results were unknown at the beginning when he took the first drink.  Why?  --Satan is too clever to reveal the end at the beginning.
Someone tells of watching an Indian prepare a trap to catch a wild animal.  He was surprised to learn that the Indian would never spring the trap the first time the animal appeared.  Instead, he allowed the animal to come repeatedly and feed in the vicinity of the trap.  But, when it became bold and thoroughly familiar with the surroundings, the Indian would set the trap and catch the animal.  Well, this is the way Satan works.  Usually, he doesn’t ruin his victim at the beginning.  He deceives him and lures him on.  Then, later, he delivers the fatal blow.  Consequently, the more one yields to a particular temptation, the stronger Satan’s grip becomes.  
But, there is something else I would suggest in addition to prayer.  If at all possible, we should not put ourselves in places or with people where we are prone to be tempted.  Those who don’t want to trade with the devil should stay away from his shop.  But suppose (through our own ignorance) suddenly we find ourselves in a situation where we are being severely tempted.  What should we do?  First, pray.  And then, get away from it as fast as possible.  You ask, “Isn’t that cowardly to run away?”  Not when you are running from temptation.  Maybe you have heard of Augustine – how that one day after his conversion he was walking down the street and saw a woman who had been a former companion during his days of wild, licentious living.  With a smile she called, “Oh, Augustine.”  What did Augustine do?  He turned and ran as fast as he could.  There is nothing wrong with that when you realize the power of Satan and the effective way in which he uses temptation.  
God gave us free will.  We have the privilege to say no to temptation.  We are not puppets on a string being dangled before the devil.  Those who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ are children of God.  We are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and have wills to use the power of Christ.  In Christ, we can resist our enemy.  Though we have the world on the outside, the flesh on the inside and the devil all around, our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit.  If we choose to follow the Lord and do His will, God will not permit the desecration of His temple.

Keep in mind that temptation is not sin.  It is only when we yield to it that it becomes sin and I am convinced the closer we get to the Lord the more we shall be tempted.  Satan doesn’t waste time with those who are living in sin and following him.  He is concerned primarily with those whom he has lost to the Son of God who are seeking to follow the Lord.  Don’t think the time will ever come when you will be free from temptation.  As you grow in grace and mature in the faith your troubles along this line will increase.  But never forget, God will not forsake you.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 10:13, God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  The Lord will give you the inner fortitude and strength so that you can face your strongest enemy: Satan.
Be sure you depend on Christ and not yourself.  Of course, I am presupposing that you know Christ.  It could be that you’ve been defeated by the enemy time and time again simply because you haven’t really been born again.  You thought you were a child of God.  But the fact that defeat is so evident in your life, it is obvious that you’ve never really met the Lord.  I urge you right now to get this most important requisite for living settled.  Say to the Lord, “God, I know I have sinned.  I am sorry.  I invite Jesus Christ to become my Savior and Lord, and I will trust Him to live through me.”  If you are sincere, things should be different.

Our Father and our God, I thank You for Jesus, Your Son who has promised to be our strength; our help; our guide, as we allow Him.  May we resign our wills to Your will and in strict dependence on Your power go forth to conquer in the mighty name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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