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 No Need to Wonder                                    Dr. J. Allen Blair
You may be unsure of your job.   You may even be unsure regarding your marriage.  There are many things up ahead that could make you unsure, but please hear me.  There is no one who needs to be unsure of a place in Heaven when he dies.

A gentleman was asked, “Are you saved and ready to meet the Lord?”  His reply was, “I surely hope so.”  Well, I am so glad that God does not put salvation in the realm of hope.  He has made the way of salvation so understandably clear in the Scriptures that no one ever has to say, “I hope I am saved.”  We can affirm with absolute assurance that we know we are saved. 

The apostle Paul declared, in 2 Timothy 1:12, I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  Now you will notice here that the apostle does not say “I know what I have believed.”  It was not a creed.  It was not a system of doctrine.  It was not certain requisites for church membership -- but it was a Person in whom Paul believed.  In the Bible we find the truth of God.  But all of truth is allied to the Person of Jesus Christ who is truth.  That’s why Paul said, I know whom, instead of “I know what.”

The result of believing in Christ (Paul tells us) was that God would keep him.  In other words, it isn’t a case of believing on Christ and then doing the best we can to endure.  God does the entire job.  When a person commits his life to Christ, God cares for that life day-by-day, providing every need, directing every step, and caring for every heart ache.  What a provision! kept by the power of God, as we read in 1 Peter 1:5. 

How can a person know for sure that he is saved?  Well, the answer to this is very simple.  We read in Acts 16:31, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  The very moment one sincerely invites Christ to come into his life, God assures him from the Scriptures that he is saved.  But, “Wait a minute,” you say.  “The verse you just quoted from – Acts 16:31 – says thou shalt be saved.  This is looking forward to the future, isn’t it?  You see, the implication is that it is not only necessary to believe, but one must work and do things that please God and then, when he dies, he will find out whether he is saved or not.”  Not at all!  What we have in the King James at this point is not a clear rendering of the original language, for what the verse actually says is this:  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and then thou shalt be saved.  At the instant of belief, God performs the miracle of salvation and the life that may have been lived in the lowest depths of sin is suddenly changed by a miracle.  The old desires are transformed into new desires.  Instead of running from God, there’s a concern to run for God.  The new believer becomes a witness to Christ.  He can’t restrain himself from telling other people about the great treasure he has discovered.  The word of God will become of interest to him.  He will study the Scriptures and spend time in prayer.  From the darkness of death there emerges a new life and a new man.
Well, I’ll tell you, when one experiences God’s salvation, he need not wonder whether he is saved or not.  Often the only people who wonder about their salvation are those who have never really been born again.  If you have doubts as to whether or not you have been changed from darkness into light, you probably are still in darkness.

Let me read something from the first chapter of 1 Peter, verses 3-4:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.  Did you hear that?  When a person believes in Jesus Christ he is born into a living hope, a hope that is alive – not filled with doubts and fears, but a hope that is reliant upon the confidence of Jesus Christ.  You can be sure that Jesus Christ never changes.  He is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.  He will never go back on His word.  He will not say “I saved you yesterday, but you did something today that didn’t please me.  I’m going to take back my salvation.”  No, no.  You don’t find anything like that in the Bible.  On the basis of our confession of sin, when we sin, Christ forgives . . . and forgives and forgives and forgets.  

You ask, “What are you saying?  Can a person get saved and go out and live anyway he wants?”  Well, I’ll tell you very quickly, when a person really gets saved (honestly saved), he won’t live anyway he wants.  He will live to please Christ and to do His will at all times.  He will follow the Lord in a life of obedience and sacrifice, not doing his own thing, but doing what Christ desires.  

I meet people all the time who don’t know whether they are saved or not.  They go to church every Sunday.  They listen to sermons.  Some of these are good people, morally speaking.  They don’t drink.  They don’t commit adultery.  They are industrious, hard-working people trying to be honest and upright.  But, if presented with the question “Do you really know the Lord in your life,” they answer, “Well, I surely hope so.”  Oh, if only they could see that the Bible is filled with verses making it clear that salvation is a work of God.  It is not of us, it is God Himself.  
Very often, these same people are uncertain about their relationship to God because they think salvation depends on them.  They feel that they must do something to be saved.  Well, let me ask, what could anyone do that would in any way compare with what Christ did when He died for our sins on the Cross?  Do you think any of us could do anything more honorable and more pleasing to God than this?  If you do, then you are sadly mistaken.  

That’s why we read in the word of God (in Ephesians 2:8-9) for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  I pray that the Holy Spirit will burn these words into your heart:  Not of works.  It is the grace of God from beginning to end that takes a man from a life of sin into the glories of Heaven.  There is nothing in this world that you could ever do that would be good enough to blot out your sins and take you from earth to Heaven.  Only the blood of Jesus Christ can do this.  That’s why He shed His blood on the Cross; that you and I might be saved, and spend eternity with Him.

You see, Jesus Christ is not merely “a savior,” or “one of the saviors.”  He is the Savior.  He is my Savior and He always will be my Savior until I meet Him face to face and hear His words, Well done, thy good and faithful servant.  Not because of who I am or what I have done, but because of what He has done in and through me.  
Let me ask, does Jesus Christ dwell in your life by faith?  Now don’t reply, “I am a Protestant,” or “I am a Catholic . . . a Presbyterian . . . a Lutheran,” or anything else.  That doesn’t answer my question.  Does Jesus Christ dwell in your life by faith?  Are you conscious of His Presence within you?   If you are not, invite Him to come in at this moment and He certainly will.  Whoever you are and wherever you are, just stop for a few minutes, bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I want to be saved.  I want to go to Heaven when I die.  I trust You now as my Savior and Lord, and I will follow you.”  God will hear you, my friend.  Write and tell us about it and we’ll send you some free literature.  
Our Father, I thank You for the truth of Your word.  We know it is yea and Amen.  We believe it, every word of it.  We accept it as the Truth it is.  Bless it to our hearts.  Be with those who decided for Christ today.  Lead them and direct them by your hand and we’ll praise You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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