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Men With A Message                         Dr. J. Allen Blair
Being a minister of God is no easy task if the responsibilities are carried out faithfully.  Some men are in the ministry simply for a job.  But, praise God, others are in it to do a job.  It is very easy to tell which is which when you hear some of them speak.  Also, by their fruits you shall know them.  

At times we receive mail from pastors expressing appreciation for the Glad Tidings ministry.  Well, you may be sure, we are deeply grateful to these men of God who take the time to write to us.  Regrettably, we are living in a day when some ministers are listening to the voices of their congregation rather than the voice of God.  Their concerns seem to be with crowds more than people and souls.  They are more content with sermons than sanctified anointing from Heaven.  Churches, very often, are known for their socials rather than revivals.  The supper room seems to have supplanted the upper room.  Much of preaching has descended to a mere entertainment level without any real agonizing before the Lord.  Fasting, confession, tears of repentance, restitution all seem to be out-of-date in most churches today.  
Well, all the blame cannot be put on the preachers.  But, in many respects, they are guilty.  Some of the churches pay good salaries.  Their preachers dress nicely, read the best books, and seek to please their congregations.  They have a good standing in the community.  But, probably, what they need more than all is fire in their soul.  Paul declared in 1 Corinthians 9:16, Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel.  Some are saying, “Woe is unto me if I preach not interestingly.”  Approval of men often brings dis-approval by God.  We need the touch of the coal of fire from off the altar of God, that our lips may be cleansed from all impurity, that with holy boldness we shall proclaim the unadulterated message of the Gospel.

I believe before we shall see revival in our churches for which we are praying, and for which many of us are longing, we must see a revival among our preachers.  We shall not draw men and women to their knees with our jokes and our big laugh, nor by our cultured speech lacking a burning compassion.  We who are supposed to be God’s representatives must know Him intimately to the end that not only is He our possession, but that we are His possession.  If we are going to be instruments in revival, we must be instruments in the hand of God.  We can only be this as we are broken.  God says in Hosea 10:12, Break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD.  Indeed it is time that our hard hearts were broken before God; that selfishness, pride, and a desire to please people might be banished through the indwelling power of the living Christ.

In John 12:24, we read, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.  Why are we not seeing the fruit for which we are praying?  Could it be that we are still alive to ourselves? that much of our preaching exalts the flesh rather than our Wonderful Christ?  When people hear us preach, do they go away saying “What a wonderful person he is” or “What a wonderful Savior he has”?  I regret that so often we obscure the Cross by our foolish preaching.  God is pleased to use the foolishness of preaching to save the lost, but He never uses foolish preaching.  Foolish preaching obscures Christ who should be the central theme of all preaching.  If we uphold Christ in all of His glory and power like we should, we should not please everyone.  God never intended that we should.  Even Christ couldn’t do that.
A wealthy man applied for membership in a small country church near his estate.  The church had been declining for many months both for membership and finances, and two of the elders called on the minister and said, “As you know, Mr. Dickson is a rich man and he can be of much help to our church.  So we want you to be very careful not to say anything either in your sermons or in your private conversations to offend him.”  “Gentlemen,” answered the godly minister, “you may be sure I won’t try to offend the man.  I greatly care for his soul.  But my vows to my Master still stand.  No matter who becomes a member of this church, by God’s grace I will continue to preach the word of God faithfully.”  Well, it was not long until the minister did offend the rich man by his plain preaching of the word.  After a number of meetings and hours of deliberation, the Session asked him to resign.  On his last Sunday, on of the elders said, “See what your plain preaching has done for you.  You are in wrong with everybody.”  “Oh no,” replied the minister, “only in wrong with those who don’t want God’s word.  But, praise God, I am still right with the Lord!”  
Well, there’s an important truth presented in the Scriptures that some preachers (and laymen, as well) have completely overlooked and that concerns the offense of the Cross.  Our Lord said to His disciples, just prior to the Cross, All of you shall be offended because of me this night.  Who wants to follow a Christ who cannot avoid offenses?  Who wants to proclaim a Savior with a possibility of ostracism?  Well, be sure, there is no Savior without an offense.  Why do you think the apostles willingly laid down their necks?  Why because they were fearless, uncompromising heralds of the truth.  When a man or a woman is that, he must suffer the offense of the Cross.  The writer of Hebrews declared, Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.  This is a clarion call that comes not only to every God-ordained preacher, but to all believers in Jesus Christ.  Let us go forth therefore unto him.  We who are called to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ are called unto him.  This means we are to so yield and commit our lives to His control that whatever the consequences we shall be quick to obey Him.  This involves not only a once and for all commitment to Christ, but a daily commitment to Him.  

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:31, I die daily.  He died to his own ambitions, his own interests, and his own ingenuity; and became alive unto the power of the Holy Spirit.  My dear brothers in Christ, those of you who say you’ve had a distinct call from God to be His messengers, may He give you grace to be His witnesses to proclaim the message; that destitute and needy souls might find refuge in Jesus Christ who only can give peace and satisfaction in life.  Let’s ask God for a filling of His Holy Spirit, accompanied with a holy boldness to speak the truth in love.  
And, if you’re listening to my voice and you have doubts about your salvation, you can settle things immediately by calling on Jesus Christ and inviting Him to become your Savior and Lord.  I hope you will do it.

Dear God, I pray for every minister of the Gospel that above all else they may have a holy desire to exalt Christ.  Fill us with the blessed Holy Spirit that those who listen to us may hear the voice of God speaking clearly.   And for listeners who need Christ, I pray that right now they will turn to Him and get saved, for I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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