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    This Could Be A Problem                           Dr. J. Allen Blair
C. S. Lewis had this to say about pride:  Whenever we find that our religious life is making us feel good, “above all,” “that we are better than somebody else,” I think we are being acted on not by God, but by the devil.  The real test of being in the presence of God is that you forget about yourself altogether.

One of the problems all of us must face constantly is the “self” life.  All humans are naturally selfish.  This situation can be changed, however, with a work of God’s grace.  How may the self life be detected?  Probably one of the most noticeable evidences is pride.  This evil is hindering the testimony and witness of many tens of thousands of born again people.  As we try to share the truth of Christ and His great love, people are often turned-off by our pride.  Of course, I am not intimating that pride is found only in Christians.  It is readily noticeable in the lives of the unsaved as well.  But it seems to me that it is much worse when it is in Christians because a proud man does not have the blessing of the Lord on his life.  He is so filled with himself and so impressed by his own importance that those around him cannot see the Savior through him.

The apostle Paul exhorts the believer, in Romans 12:3, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  Naturally, God expects us to have a certain degree of self-confidence.  If we do not, we shall not attempt anything for the cause of Christ.  But this self-confidence, if not kept under control by the Holy Spirit, can very easily evolve into pride and thus cloud all that is really worthwhile.  The preacher who said “These people needn’t think that I am their servant” never accomplished much for God.  Servanthood is one of the foremost requisites for anyone who desires to be an under-shepherd for God.

When looking for a pastor, usually pulpit committees seek a man who can preach well while often overlooking the importance of humility and a willingness to be a servant.  John the Baptist declared of his Lord, He must increase, but I must decrease.  This is the only way one can be effective for his Lord.  He must be willing to renounce the self life, as well as the pride that is frequently evidenced by it.

Many Christian workers have failed in their usefulness for the Lord because of the hindrance of selfish pride.  They teach a class or preach a sermon and, as people offer their commendations, they are proud, egotistical, and absorb all this and forget to give the praise and honor to the Lord who really deserves it.  God the Holy Spirit is the One who reaches and touches the hearts of people through us.  He should receive the praise.  It is spiritually hazardous to ascribe honor to humans when in reality it is God that does the work.  

One time, Alexander Duff spoke of William Carey very lavishly while introducing him to an audience.  When Dr. Carey arose to deliver his message, he said, quietly, “When I am gone, speak less of Dr. Carey and more of Dr. Carey’s Savior.”  Well, this attitude should be nurtured in the life of every believer.  For, after all, it is Christ who is Wonderful.  The Bible says His name shall be called Wonderful.  It is so easy to become impressed with one’s own importance and yet, were it not for the grace of God, there is no one of us who would have anything or be anything.  It is for this reason that we should give all praise to the One who deserves it.

When Bob Feller was only seventeen years only, he signed a contract to play big league baseball.  The trainer for the Cleveland Indians happened to be present when young Robert first tried on his new uniform.  “Well, Son,” the old-timer asked, “how does it fit?”  Nervously putting on his new cap and sliding it around on his head, the young man said, “Well, the cap seems a little big.”  The trainer replied, “See that it stays that way.”  Good advice, wasn’t it?  Many a person has gotten a swelled head for much smaller successes than Bob Feller’s.  After all, what is anyone in Christ but a sinner saved by the grace of God?  We deserve eternal punishment; but God in His great love reached out to us, touched our hearts, and transformed our lives.  This in itself should be enough for us to claim victory over our pride.

Now, let me remind you that pride produces ignorance.  Pride makes a person self-sufficient and blind to his own needs.  Consequently, it will cause him to ignore biblical advice.  It is hard to get through to a proud person.  And as long as we are proud God doesn’t get through to us.  A proud person will think that you’re all wrong and he’s all right and he will never acknowledge his error.  As a result, he will even spurn biblical counsel.  He becomes unteachable and begins to think that he’s even wiser than God.  Pride produces ignorance.  Pride also produces insecurity.  The proud person (biblically speaking) is a very insecure person.  His eyes are on himself and he has exccessive concern about how he appears in the eyes of others.  He is constantly measuring himself.  Paul touched on this problem when he wrote to the Corinthians, For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves: but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding.  A proud person is constantly worrying about what others may think of him and this makes him less effective because he takes his eyes off the objective so that he can watch people’s reactions to him.  One of two things will happen to the person caught in this trap of pride.  Either he will try to impress others with a flurry of activity or he will sit back and do nothing.  The former will generally end up falling flat on his face.  
Is pride a stumbling block in your life?  Remember the Lord you profess to follow humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Since the Son of God did t his for you, you should be willing to humble yourself for Him.  O believer in Christ, I call upon you to ask God to work in your life, that all the pride may be crowded out by the humility of Christ.  And, if you have been careless and indifferent to the claims of Christ – considering your own good works to be sufficient to obtain Heaven – I urge you right now to forsake your man-made religion, and bow to Jesus Christ, and receive His eternal salvation.  Then, daily, allow Him to live through you and control your life, that you will exemplify the humility that He came to reveal.  God loves you, dear friend, and He wants to do wonders through you.  I hope you will allow Him to do it right now in your life.  Let’s pray together.
Father, I pray for any who need you today, that they may receive Christ at this moment as their Savior and Lord.  I thank you for your mercies.  I praise you for your love.  Make us worthy of Yourself as we humble ourselves in the sight of Christ and honor You with the humility of Christ.  This I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

