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Our Important Responsibility                       Dr. J. Allen Blair
Many years ago, as an aged man, the apostle Paul wrote, I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.   The apostle finished what he started.  He was faithful to God in every respect.  Never did he deviate from the high-calling of being God’s witness.  What a challenge this is to me and, I hope, to you also.

The Bible teaches that not only is every believer a child of God, but he is a steward of God.  In 1 Corinthians 4:2, we read, Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  Let’s not overlook the last word of that verse.  Faithful.  It is a word of tremendous significance to Christians.  One who would enter into the deepest blessing and greatest joy of being on the Lord’s side must be faithful to God.

All of us know how jeopardizing a strike can be in the manufacturing world – how it, very often, ties up not only one business, but many related industries.  Occasionally, a transportation strike or a public utility strike of some kind can handicap thousands or even millions, as the case may be.  But for many centuries there has been a strike prevailing that has hindered and curtailed the progress of the church of Jesus Christ.  That strike has been called by those who say they believe in Christ but they do very little or nothing to prove it.  They rarely bear witness to Him.  They will not assume leadership responsibility in the church.  They will not teach a Sunday school class.  Many of them will not even join a church because they say they don’t want to get mixed up in all the problems – “It’s easier to stay on the outside.”  Well, certainly it is.  It is much easier to strike and do nothing.  

In Ecclesiastes 9:10, we read, Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.  To do it with thy might means “to pour everything you have” into the doing of it.  It is to lose all sight of self and self-comfort; to pour your heart and life into the service of the Lord.  When we think of this, can we not say that many Christians are “on strike”?  We are to be faithful to God.  He saved us and called us with a high and noble calling.  Following this, our responsibility begins.  Salvation depends upon His faithfulness; discipleship depends upon our faithfulness.  
There is a difference between being faithful and successful.  Thank God, He does not require us to be successful in our efforts in His service, but only to be faithful.  Naturally, we like to see results and we like to see them in a hurry.  Being conscientious and concerned, we sometimes become discouraged when we do not see results.  There have even been occasions when we felt that we have failed.  But did you ever stop to realize that what seems a failure to us may be victory in the sight of God.  He giveth the increase, and He gives it very often in His own time.  I believe it is for this reason that Paul said, in Galatians 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  But we often faint.  We give up.  Some start out well, but they end up a failure because they do not persevere in the work of the Lord.  There seems to be many believers but few finishers in the Lord’s work.  The test of one’s consecration to God is not what he starts, but what he finishes for God.  

A father tells of his young son who used his summer holidays earning money by cutting lawns.  One Saturday morning the boy was unusually slow in leaving the house.  When his father asked him about the delay, the boy said, “Oh, I’m just waiting until people get started.  You see, I get most of my jobs from people who are half-way through.”  He was a clever boy.  He knew about the important fact that many there are who begin jobs but do not carry them through to completion.  Never was this truer than around the church.  There are many quitters who have never really come into the realization of faithfulness.  One who is faithful will carry the job through and do it well until it is done.  In 1 Corinthians 15:58, the apostle entreats us to faithfulness by saying, therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  Steadfast.  Unmovable.  Always abounding.  This expresses in clear detail what it means to be faithful to God in serving Him.  

What I am saying does not apply to all Christians because, here and there, God has his men and women through whom He is permitted to work without limitation, without handicaps of any kind.  But oh the tragedy is that they are so few.  Every church has some, but they are sadly in the minority.  
A father was putting on his coat and preparing to leave the house one evening when his little girl asked, pathetically, “Are you going out again tonight, Daddy?”  “Yes, dear,” was the sad reply.  Daddy had been out every night for a week, you see.  Where had he been?  Down to the corner tavern?  Out with the boys?  No, daddy is one of those earnest Christian leaders who finds himself snowed-under with Christian activity, with his obligations at the church, and with other Christian responsibilities with other fine Christian groups.  There are thousands like him: sacrificing.  And can we not say, in some cases, jeopardizing home life that he might be faithful to God.  Ten percent of the Christians shoulder the load of responsibility in our churches and other Christian organizations, while 90% shirk their obligations and neglect responsibility completely.  This is a sad commentary on our present-day brand of Christianity.  
Are you in the ten percent or the 90%?  I hope it is the tenth.  Let’s pray that the percentage will be changed.  If God’s people were to really surrender to the control of Christ, we might have 90% shouldering the load of responsibility while only ten percent standby looking on.  If you’re not involved, get involved.  The harvest is ripe.  Workmen are needed.  Time is short for any of us.  The work of Christ is at stake.  Let’s put first things first.  Live for self and we shall die; live for Christ and we shall really live. 
If you don’t know Christ, I hope you’ll do something about that right now.  Just simply bow your head and say, “Lord, I know I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sins.  But I realize that Jesus Christ died for my sins and rose again and I want to be saved.”  I guarantee you that Christ will enter your life never to leave.   Trust Him, dear friend.  He’s a wonderful Savior.

Blessed Lord, You have called every believer to be a servant for Jesus Christ.  May we not shirk our responsibilities, but be quick to respond and get involved.  For any who know not Christ today, may they come to Him and enjoy all the wonderful benefits of salvation. For I pray in Christ’s name.  Amen.
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