(Tape No. 262)

         

 Above All, Be Faithful                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
To reach success in the Christian life, it is continuous action.  It is not a destination, but a journey.  You enjoy success on that journey, but at no time do you reach success until (that is, “until,” I say) the journey ends and you are in the presence of Christ.  That’s real success.

Jesus Christ is presented in the Bible as the door to salvation: the light of the world, to enlighten sinners and give them peace; the true vine, to provide spiritual life for His dedicated followers; the bread of life, to sustain us in our weaknesses; the truth, that we might walk circumspectly; the bright and morning star, to guide us in the proper direction.  Now, since Christ is the door, we are the doorkeepers to open or close the door for others.  Since He is the light of the world, we are bearers of that light to the ends of the earth.  Since He is the vine, we are the fruit-bearing branches that draw life from the vine.  Since He is the bread of life, we are to be the breakers of the bread to feed those who hunger.  Since He is the truth, we are the truth bearers, the interpreters of the truth.  Since he is the bright and morning star, we are to brush aside the clouds that veil His beauty from the world, that lost and dying humanity may see and live forever.

Now, such activity demands faithfulness:  Faithfulness to God the Father, faithfulness to God the Son, and faithfulness to God the Holy Spirit.  It is important that we who are following the Lord and serving the Lord do His work well.  You know, I’ve seen businessmen who were most careful and meticulous as to how they ran their business, but when it came to doing the Lord’s work anything was alright.  I have known women whose homes were spotlessly clean.  The furnishings were attractive and thoughtfully planned, while their church looked like a barn -- men and women, who prided themselves in the care of their homes, and had little regard for the appearance of the house of God. 
The same attitude is often carried out in the teaching of a Sunday school class or in leading a meeting.  Young people will spend hours in preparation for an exam at school, but when asked to lead their youth group, without preparation at all, they stand before the young people and merely read an article which everyone could read.  Lack of preparation, lack of a real heartfelt interest and zeal for the Lord, is why the church is making a poor imprint in many places.  God offers a word of warning in Jeremiah 48:10.  He says, Cursed be ye that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully.  This verse tells us that God places a curse on those who have a job to do for Him and treat it casually.  It is not enough to do our bit for the Lord, we must do our best for the Lord.  God’s work demands more than anything; it demands everything.  

One time Gypsy Smith received a letter from a woman who was interested in Christian work in London in which she stated, “I have a meeting I want you to come to speak to.  It is only a small meeting and won’t take much out of you.”  God’s servant wrote back, “I cannot come.  And it would be of no use if I did come.  If it takes nothing out of me, it would do nobody any good.”  Well, that’s so true, isn’t it?  Unless our service for the Lord is sacrificial service, it is fruitless service.  

In Acts 17:6, several of the disciples were described by the enemies of the Cross as these that have turned the world upside down.  Do you think these believers were investing anything in the service of God?  Why they were investing everything, even to the jeopardy of their own necks and their own blood!  How may do you know in your church who are serving the Lord with this same zeal?  Should we be any different if we belong to God?  If we have been purchased with the precious blood of Christ, should this not be obvious in our manner of service for Him?  
I believe there would be more motivation for Christ if there were more mediation on Christ.  Think of that for a moment:  There would be more motivation for Christ if there were more meditation on Christ.  In other words, if the Lord Jesus were truly Lord of our lives, if we were to claim Him not only as Savior but Lord of all – giving Him the right-of-way in our hearts, surrendering ourselves completely to His control – we should have but one desire.  David expressed it well (I think) in Psalm 102 where he said, Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.  It would be a joy to serve Him because of the realization of all that He has done for us.  
Let me ask this question, are you in love with Jesus Christ?  Is He the Lord of your life?  If He is, it will not be a burden to serve Him, for it is never a burden to serve someone you love.  If you have not yet claimed victory over a selfish (unsurrendered) life, commit your all to Jesus right now.  Claim Christ is Lord of all!

And should it be that you have never yet experienced the new birth (which is very possible), God is calling you to repentance.  The Bible says, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  Jesus says, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.  Believe the word of the Lord and come to Christ for salvation.  If you receive Christ, this will be the greatest day in your life.  But maybe you are like some people I have met.  They want to be reborn spiritually, but they don’t know how to go about it.  Well, let me tell you a true story.

A pastor was asked to call at a neighboring house to see a young man near death.  He hurried and got there quickly; and, knowing the time was short, came at once to the all-important subject, and said, “My dear friend, I see that you are very ill.  Are you prepared for what may be before you?”  
“Oh, if I only were,” the young man replied, with a blending of importunity and despair.  “If I could be spared two or three weeks I might be prepared.  But the doctor tells me I can live only a few hours.”  

“Three weeks in order to be saved?” the pastor exclaimed, “Let me tell you how you can be saved in three minutes!”  He opened the Bible and read John 1:12, “But as many as received him, to them gave he the authority to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.  If I gave you this gold watch, how long would it take you to receive it?  Could you not take it at once?”
He said he could.  
“The gift of God is eternal life,” said the pastor (reading from the Bible).  “What do you do with a gift?  Do you buy it?  Beg for it?  Wait a long time to be prepared to accept it? Will you take Jesus Christ – God’s gift – just now?”  
“But how can I take Him?  Tell me actually the way to do it.” 
Turning to Romans 10:9, the pastor said, “Here we have the way told exactly.  If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and shall believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  Now, if you want to be saved, just receive the Lord Jesus as your Savior and tell Him that you do so.” 
Late that night, the young man passed away.  His last words were, “Isn’t it wonderful!  He showed me how I could be saved in three minutes when I thought I must have many weeks.”  
Friend, it is just that simple.  Ask Christ to come into your life and become a follower of Jesus Christ.  Do it right now, if you never have.

Heavenly Father, may many turn to Christ, I pray.  And, for those of us who know Him, grant that He may be Lord of all, in full control, as we walk in the light at he is in the light.  I pray this in His Name.  Amen
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