(Tape No. 263)

          How About Honesty?                            Dr. J. Allen Blair
People are often proud of themselves because, though they are only dishonest occasionally, they are honest most of the time.  Well, be sure, there is no such thing as degrees of honesty.  If we are not honest at all times, we are dishonest.  Well I wonder how your record stands.  I hope it’s good because dishonesty is an abomination with God.

With the rapid decline of moral standards, there has been a noticeable decline in the valuable and worthwhile virtue of honesty.  Sometimes business people, in an attempt to move their merchandise quickly, use any means available in their efforts to dupe the gullible public into thinking their product is the greatest and the best.  Millions of dollars worth of merchandise and equipment are stolen from employers by dishonest employees.  Lying, cheating and dishonesty seem to be the order of the day, as far as many people are concerned.  Even in religious circles, we often wonder what’s happening.  The Bible is clear.  Dishonesty is never legitimate.

In one of his many parables, our Lord told about a sower who went out to sow.  Some of the seed fell by the way side where it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. Some fell on rocky soil.  As soon as it began to grow, it withered away, because of lack of moisture.  Some fell among thorns.  As it began to grow, the thorns choked the life out of it, but some seed fell on good ground.  What is meant by the good ground?  In Luke 8:15, Jesus explained that it is they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit in patience.  The good ground typifies the believer in Christ who has an honest and good heart while bringing forth fruit unto God.  
From the book of Acts we realize that after the church was endued with the power of God through the Holy Spirit, it grew and expanded rapidly.  The need arose for an increasing number of leaders.  Thus, deacons were to be appointed.  What kind of men were they to be?  In Acts 6:3 we are told that they were to be men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom.  They were to be men of integrity who were never known to cheat or to be untruthful – of whom it could be said, “We can trust these men.  They will not deceive us.” 

Consider a few other passages:  Romans 12:17, Recompense to no man evil for evil.  Provide tings honest in the sight of all men; 2 Corinthians 8:21, Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men;  Romans 13:13, Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  There are numerous other portions of Scripture that call for honesty, but this is enough to remind every believer in Jesus Christ that under no circumstances are we to lie or deceive.  We must be implicitly honest, whatever the cost.
A store owner left on an errand, leaving his young Christian helper in charge.  A customer came in, and after some conversation, asked the Christian to do something that was dishonest, saying, “Your boss is out and will not know the difference.”  The Christian replied, “Sir, my boss is never out.”  If Christ is our Master, this should be the Christian’s attitude at all times regarding not only honesty but any temptation.  Christ is always with us, and He is never pleased with anything that is not honest.  

There are Christians who have ruined their testimony by carelessly stooping to thoughtless acts of dishonesty.  Not only did they ruin their testimony, they turned the unsaved away from Christ by their hypocrisy.  A professing Christian was shrewd in manipulating figures and in writing agreements to her advantage.  A workman realized one day that had he signed a certain agreement, he would have lost four days’ wages.  Knowing she was a Christian, he confronted her, saying, “This agreement you are asking me to sign deprives me of four days’ wages.  I am an atheist, as you know, and now you know the reason why.”  
How dishonoring it is to the Lord to profess to be doctrinally straight while being unreliably crooked in our relationships with others.  It would be well for all of us to give serious thought to our own lives.  Can we think of anything that might be considered dishonest?  Do we ever shade the truth?  If so, we should do something about these things.  It may be that we need to involve confessing to someone and making restitution.  It may mean that something should be returned to the office or the shop where we work.  Whatever it is, do it!  Then trust the Lord every moment of every day to enable you to be honest and truthful in all your ways.

God says in Exodus 21:16, You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.  Truth should be the hallmark of every Christian.  We are to be models of honesty in a society marked by falsehood.  For the child of God, honesty is more than the best policy – it should be the only policy.  We are to speak the truth in love.  Truth, we will discover, is it’s own best defender.

I read about a 12 year old boy who was a key witness in a crucial lawsuit.  One of the lawyers had put him through a rigorous cross-examination, and had been unable to shake his clear, damaging testimony.  In a stern voice the lawyer said, “Your father has been telling you how to testify, hasn’t he?”  “Yes,” said the boy.  “Now,” said the lawyer, with smug satisfaction, “just tell us just what your father told you to say.”  “Well,” replied the boy, “father told me that the lawyers may try to tangle me, but if I would just be careful and tell the truth, I could say the same thing every time.”  Well, as Christians, that should be our approach in everything we say.

In Ephesians 4, the apostle Paul wrote of putting off the old man and putting on the new.  This means that the life of the Lord Jesus Himself can be produced in us.  Jesus, who is the Truth, will (through the indwelling Holy Spirit) cause us to become citadels of truth.  Our life will increasingly verify what our lips proclaim, and this will give to our spoken words the ring of truth.

Now, if you have never taken Jesus Christ into your life, without Him you are not sufficient in yourself to face the many temptations to dishonesty that surround us all.  It is Christ who can keep you honest.  Take Him into your life.  Let Him become your Lord.  You will then be able to face evil with His supernatural strength.

Father God, in the course of life we face situations where a lie could provide a convenient escape.  But You have assured us that truth always wins.  Through the Holy Spirit, help each of us in Christ to be unquestionably honest at all times.  May we speak the truth in a manner that will glorify Your Name.  For I ask through Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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