(Tape No. 263)


First Things First                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Listen to what I read recently regarding serving the Lord:  God owns no slaves.  All His people serve Him because they want to.  What’s more, they find unspeakable joy in doing so.  Well, that’s so true.  My wife and I have been serving the Lord many, many years and what a joy it has been and still is.  Have you found that joy?  I hope you have.

In the second chapter of Mark, we see that Jesus was in Capernaum.  While visiting in one of the homes, word got around and people flocked to the house.  As He always did, Christ used this as an opportunity to present the truth of God.  As He ministered to the scores of people, something very unusual happened.  Four men appeared on the scene carrying a sick man on a blanket.  Each of the four men had hold of one corner of the blanket, and they were determined to get this man to Jesus for healing.  When they approached the crowd, however, it seemed that their mission as hopeless because it was impossible to get through the midst of all these people to get the sick man to Jesus.  But these were men of determination.  And they were not willing to give up so easily.  Thus, they managed to get the man to the roof of the one-story house where Jesus was teaching.  And, by lifting up some of the tile, they made a hole big enough in the roof so they could let the man down with ropes in the presence of Jesus.  This they did.  And when Jesus saw their faith, He said to the sick man, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  And then, in a few minutes, He said, I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into your house.  And then we read (in verse 12), And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.  
The Lord Jesus Christ healed this man.  He was made perfectly whole.  Now there are many lessons to be learned from this true story, but I just want to present one of them.  I have always been intrigued by the diligence and commitment on the part of the four men who brought the sick man to Jesus.  In all probability, without them he would have never gotten there.  These men recognized that they had an obligation to fulfill, and they carried through to the end.  Each one did his part and faithfully carried one corner of the blanket until the job was done.

Now what do I see in this?  I see the importance of every believer in Jesus Christ fulfilling his responsibility to serve Jesus.  I regret to say, there are many Christians who are not carrying their corner of the blanket.  Because of this, those who are spiritually sick are not getting to Christ.  God has a job for each of us and when we determine what it is, we need to be faithful in doing it.  He says in 1 Corinthians 4:2, Moreover it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.  We may not always be successful as the world measures success, but by the grace of God we can be faithful in serving our wonderful Lord.  Those of us who have been born again through the mercy and grace of God owe Him our time and service.  As we reflect upon what He has done for us (in saving us from sin and eternal condemnation), we ought to be willing to give Him our entire life to be used however He chooses.

In Ephesians 2:8-9, we have several verses that are meaningful to every Christian.  God says, For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  There was nothing, absolutely nothing, that any of us could have done to earn or attain salvation.  It was purely the gift of Almighty God.  But after we received this gift, we were duty bound to give the rest of our lives in service to Christ.  We were saved by grace, without works; but after we were saved, works were imperative.  Listen to verse 10 (following Ephesians 2:8-9), For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.   Salvation is not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to God’s mercy, love, and grace.  But this is no reason to believe that works are not important.  
Ephesians 2:10 indicates that though salvation is not by works, it is unto works.  When we were saved, we became a new creation in Christ.  This new creation was God’s workmanship (or, “handiwork”).  The proof of this experience is seen in our good works for the Lord.  For a person to say he is saved, and fail to use his live in sacrificial service for God is not a normal experience.  And yet, how many we find around our churches who never seem to get involved for the Lord.  They occupy a pew on Sunday morning.  They listen to a sermon.  But that’s about as far as their experience with the Lord goes.  They will not serve on a church board.  They refuse to teach a Sunday school class.  They give very little of their finances.   And, yet, they claim to have experienced the work of God’s grace in the heart.  They are missing so much because there is a satisfaction in serving the Lord Jesus Christ that cannot be discovered any other way.  And then, of course, when these people die and enter the Presence of the Lord, they will be empty handed, having lived for themselves and the flesh.  Though they may have heaped up treasures on earth, they will have none in Heaven.  
Someone tells of a man in his mid-fifties dying of cancer.  His pastor was at his bedside, and looking to the pastor, the man said, “Ten years ago, I was asked to teach a class of nine year-old boys in Sunday school.  I said I was too busy, and in a sense I was -- with all the heavy demands on my time and energy.  I was in the prime of my life and rapidly rising in business.  Now, ten years later, here I am dying with the greatest regret of my life being that I did not accept that responsibility.  I am saved and I know that when I die I shall go to be with the Lord.  But if ten years ago I had taken time to teach that class of ten boys, by now perhaps 100 boys would have passed through my hands.  I would have invested my life in the lives of 100 boys and many of them would be scattered throughout the world, continuing in service and usefulness as Christian young men.  I would have made an investment in time and eternity through them.  But now I must go empty-handed before the Master.  I can’t take any of my money, my business, my stocks, or bonds with me.  What a fool I’ve been.” 

What a significant warning this is to all of us, dear friends.  How important that we redeem the time for Christ, knowing that the days are evil.  Are you really involved for Him?  Are you busy for Him?  You know, time is short.  What we do, we must do quickly.  Maybe you’ve never taken time to recognize Jesus as the One who died for your sins.  You have been too busy to realize that death is inevitable.  And when a person dies without Christ, he is lost forever.  O let me urge you to make your decision for Christ right now.  Receive Him as the Lord of your life, and then get busy for Him.  Live for Jesus, not for yourself.  Glorify Him and not the flesh, and yours will be a happy life.

Our Father, I pray for those who are outside the Savior today; that they may come to Him now.  And then, for those of us who know Him, that we may lay up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.  God, do a work in us, I pray, that Jesus may be honored in it all.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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