(Tape No. 264)


Our Worst Enemy                               Dr. J. Allen Blair
Recently I read these words:  


Out of this life I cannot take, 


Things of silver and gold I make.  


All I cherish and hoard away, 


When I depart on earth must stay.  
Well that’s true, dear friends, you know it is.  Thus you and I must keep our priorities straight.  Maybe some of us ought to do some necessary rearranging right now.  

On one occasion, the Lord Jesus was approached by a young man who (in spite of his riches and position in life) was not satisfied.  Coming to Christ, he asked, Good teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?  The Lord Jesus replied, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.  Jesus was not disclaiming His deity, but was simply showing this young man that if he recognized Christ as only a human teacher, then he had no grounds or right to call Him a “good” teacher.  The Bible reveals that as far as humans are concerned, there is None good, no not one.
The Lord Jesus reminded this young man that if he desired eternal life, he should keep the commandments.  The inquirer then asked which commandments.  Jesus replied, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness.  Honour thy father and thy mother.    (Jesus quoted five of the Ten Commandments.  Now it should be pointed out that Christ was not suggesting that a person can be saved by keeping the commandments.  He was dealing with a particular individual; and, as we shall see, our Lord used this method to bring this young man into the light.)  In verse 20, the youth replied to Christ (regarding the Commandments), All these things have I kept from my youth up; what lack I yet?  It is at this point that our Lord applied the truth that revealed the sin that kept this young man from eternal life.  Jesus said, in verse 21, Go, sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.  What was the result?  When the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.  

Now let’s give this young man the benefit of the doubt and say he did keep all the commandments but one.  It is this one that our Lord brings to the surface:  the tenth Commandment found in Exodus 21:17, Thou shalt not covet.  It was the venomous and deplorable sin of covetousness that kept this young man from real happiness and satisfaction in life.  Now I am convinced that covetousness is one of our worst sins.  What a wholesome world this would be to live in if people did not habitually break the tenth Commandment.   There would be no need for locks on our doors.  No use for jails, courtrooms, or judges.  There would be no delinquents of any kind.  There would be no ever-increasing crime rate.  There would be no violence or murder.  Covetousness is the most fatal of all sins.  It is mentioned in the Bible more often than any other sin.  It is classified with the grossest of sins:  idolatry, adultery, and fornication.  
We read, in Mark 7:21, For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.  Webster tells us that covetousness is the inordinate desire for wealth and gain.  To some extent, this sin seems to place its tentacles around every human heart.  No one seems to be excluded.  No matter what we have, it seems that we want more.  We are never satisfied.  Always: discontentment.  Thousands upon thousands of people are ever reaching out to get more money.

Now it is good to have money and the things money can buy, but it is important to check up on ourselves once and a while and make sure we haven’t lost the things money cannot buy.  God says in Mark 8:36, For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  The sin of covetousness has sent thousands to hell.  God says in 1 Timothy 6:9-10, But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and to many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  
The love of money is the sin of covetousness.  And, God says, this is the root of all evil.  It leads people to sell their Savior in the same manner that prompted Judas to ask the envious churchmen in Jerusalem, What would ye give me?  I will deliver him unto you.  And then he betrayed his Lord for only $16.50.  Many people have sold the Son of God for far less.   But, too often, like Judas who later threw the 30 pieces of silver down in the sanctuary and then went out and hanged himself, they lost both gold and God.  Selfishly, they have put cash before Christ.  They did not give their souls in exchange for the whole world; but, rather, for a few paltry dollars that robbed them of peace and happiness.  God says, in Acts 20, thy money perish with thee.  

You see, dear friends, it’s important that we have eternal values.  They alone bring serenity and quietness to our troubled hearts.  

Well, I’m going to have a few more thoughts on this tomorrow.  So, I hope you’ll be back with me.  But before I leave the air today, may I suggest that you examine your own heart for traces of greed and selfishness which is what I’ve been talking about today.  The evil of covetousness could ruin anyone of us if not dealt with immediately.  So, look into your own heart and pursue the leading of the Holy Spirit as He deals with you about covetousness.

Now, if you have never received the Lord Jesus into your life as Savior and Lord, I hope you will do it today.  He is a wonderful friend to know.  And, listen, He wants to help you.  I don’t know what your life is all about.  I don’t know what your situation is.  But I know, if you’re in need, Jesus can help you.  So trust Him as the Lord of your life.  

Blessed God, I thank You that we can have victory over covetousness through Christ our Lord.  May many claim this victory as they confess their own personal need to You.  I praise You for the forgiveness You have promised in Your Word.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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