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           Where is Your Trust?                           Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is nothing wrong with money in itself.  It is we humans who create all the problems that arise as the result of money.  How we get it and what we do with it after we get it usually has either good or bad results.  Well, I have some more today on the horrible evil of covetousness.  So please keep listening.

A taxi driver in New York City expresses the philosophy of thousands of people when he said, “You get the jitters on this job.  You have a good week, and then the next week you try to do better.  And the next week, you try to top that.  And the first thing you know, you can’t even eat.  It makes you sick.  You can’t sleep.  And, then, it’s time to slow up.  You take it easy for a time, but after a while you get hungry again and go tearing after everything in sight.”  Get hungry?  “Yes, you know – just try to see how many dollars you can squeeze out of a day when things are coming your way.  It’s a temptation to get hungry.  Everybody looks like a dollar to you.”  What a pathetic state to be in.  Yet, there are thousands of people in this sad condition who have seen love slip out of their homes.  And then divorces, and even suicide, and all the other evils that go along with the sin of covetousness.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, in his day, said, “The worst thing about money is that it often costs so much.”  Think about that for a minute.  God says in Luke 12:15, Beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  Real living is not in things, but in Jesus Christ.  If you were to give Him first place in your life, you would discover life such as you have never known it before.  If you would only receive Christ as your Lord, you would find His living Presence to be far superior to all the money you could ever hope to accumulate.  He is better than all the investments, for He is the Son of God and brings real peace to distraught minds and weakened bodies.
Can money really satisfy an empty heart?  You have probably heard that in 1923 a very important meeting was held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago.  Attending this meeting were ten of the world’s most successful financiers.  Among the ten men were the following:  the president of the largest independent steel company; the president of the largest utility company; the greatest wheat speculator; the president of the New York Stock Exchange; a member of the President’s cabinet; the greatest bear on Wall Street; the president of the Bank of International Settlements; and the head of the world’s greatest monopoly.  Collectively, these tycoons controlled more wealth than was in the United States Treasury.  And, for years, newspapers and magazines had been printing their success stories and urging young people to follow their example.  
Twenty-five years later, the Detroit Chamber of Commerce published an article telling what happened to these people.  The president of the largest independent steel company, Charles Schwab, lived on borrowed money the last five years of his life and died penniless.  Samuel Insol, the president of the largest utility company, died a fugitive from justice and penniless in a foreign land.  The wheat speculator, Arthur Cutten, died abroad, insolvent.  The president of the New York Stock Exchange, Richard Whitney, had just been released from Sing Sing prison.  The member of the President’s cabinet, Alfred Fall, was pardoned from prison so he could go home to die.  The bear of Wall Street, Jessie Livermore, committed suicide.  The president of the Bank of International Settlements, Leon Frasier, committed suicide.  The head of the world’s greatest monopoly, Ivan Kruger, committed suicide.  
You see, all of these men learned how to make money, but they never learned how to live.  God in His word says, in Mark 10:25, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.  What I am saying does not mean that it is wrong for one to be wealthy while using his money to glorify God.  We thank the Lord for those who are glorifying the Lord with their assets.  But to simply squander money on oneself is decidedly sinful.  The Bible says, in Matthew 6:19-21, Lay not up yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
We read in Matthew 6:33, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  Be sure you are building your life upon the sure foundation of Jesus Christ; and not the foundation of gold, silver, precious stones, which shall soon crumble and deteriorate.  

Following a morning service, when I pastored a church in New York City, I had a gentleman come to see me who was a radiant Christian.  As we sat down and talked, he told me how he had built a thriving business in New York City until he lost it all during the Depression in the 30’s.  But he said, “Pastor, that was only a small part of my life because I did not build on the temporal, but on the eternal.”  I wonder where you would be tomorrow if your business were swept away and your bank account were suddenly exhausted.  Would you have the stability and security that God alone provides?  I tell you, it’s wonderful to belong to Jesus Christ.  The question is, are you one of His?  The rich man who came to Jesus inquiring about eternal life went away sorrowing because he had great possessions.  He loved his possessions more than he loved Jesus Christ.  The love of money was the canker hidden in his soul.  Jesus had invited him to receive eternal life.  But the young man rejected the Savior.  Jesus invites you today.  Will you come to Him, and trust Him as your Savior and Lord with the assurance of everlasting life in Him.  

Our Father, I thank You for our Savior who paid the price we could not pay, who provides eternal life for all who believe on Him.  May many turn to Him today and be eternally saved.  For I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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