(Tape No. 264)                                  
 Have Faith In God 

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
On one occasion, Jesus made this statement to His listeners, saying, Have faith in God.   Now I believe, if we were to actively respond to that exhortation, we could solve our problems.  There are no limits to what genuine faith can accomplish through the Lord.  We humans limit God and the things He would do.  But sincere faith in Him knows no limits.

Nobody gets very far without faith.  It is something we use hundreds of times a day.  When getting into the car in the morning and turning on the ignition, we take it for granted that the car will start.  That’s faith.  When we arrive at work and sit in a chair, we have no fears about the chair.  We sit by faith and know that the chair will hold us.  When we ride on an elevator or step on an escalator, we are confident that we shall reach our destination.  And on what grounds?  The grounds of faith.  

For the believer in Christ, faith is extremely important.  God says, in Hebrews 11:6, Without faith it is impossible to please him.  God is never so dissatisfied with a believer than when that believer fails to exercise faith.  We are told, in 2 Corinthians 5:7, to walk by faith, not by sight.  A similar statement is found in the Old Testament, where we read in Habakkuk 2:4, The just shall live by his faith.  To be sure, the man who lives by faith will be a happy man.  How much misery we bring upon ourselves because we fail to evidence faith in the Lord.  Often, we worry and fret all because we do not trust the Lord who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.
There is a character in the Old Testament that always thrills my soul as I read about him.  In Genesis 12:1, God said to Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee.  And then I read, in verse four, So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him.  I further read in this verse that Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.  This is quite a mature age for pioneering, don’t you think?  Some authorities tell us that after a person is forty, he ought not to think of switching jobs or doing something daring.  Well Abraham would never have fit in with this kind of thinking.  God told him to do something, and he did it.  I don’t think Abraham was any different from the rest of us.  The usual temptations of the flesh appealed to him as they do to you and me.  But when God said “go,” there was no discussion or hesitation.  The Scriptures tell us that Abram departed.
Imagine what likely took place in the big, prosperous city of Ur (Abraham’s hometown).  I am sure the news of his departure spread like wildfire.  All the neighbors were talking about it.  Finally, one of them dropped by to see Abraham and said, “It isn’t true, is it, that you’re leaving Ur?”  
“Yes, it is.”  
“But where are you going?”  
“Why I don’t know.”  
“Come on now, Abraham, don’t be unreasonable.  You can’t kid me.  You must know where you’re going.”  
“No, I don’t.”  
“Well, what are you going to do?”  
“I don’t know.”  
“You don’t know!  Where are you going to live?”  “I don’t know that either.”  “Look, Abraham, this is just plain foolishness.  Haven’t you any sense of responsibility to your wife and loved ones?”  “Certainly, but God told me to leave Ur.  That’s all I know and, as far as I’m concerned, that’s all I need.”  
This whole narrative could be summed up in four words:  the obedience of faith.  Actually, faith and obedience are inseparable.  If you and I do not obey God, we do not really believe Him regardless of what we profess.  The test of our faith is our obedience.  If God tells us to “go,” we ought to be willing to respond.  We should act immediately.  This is faith, real faith.

Now maybe you’re thinking, “I wish I had this kind of faith.”  What kind?  “Well, the kind Abraham had.”  Let me ask, was it Abraham’s faith or the object of Abraham’s faith that made the difference?  He was taking this big step by faith because he knew his Lord well.  He knew his great God would not fail him for a moment.  So, he was willing to go all the way.  It isn’t great faith that God expects so much as sincere faith, genuine faith.  

We read, in Matthew 17:20, If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  How big is a grain of mustard seed?  Did you ever see one?  It’s about the size of a piece of grass seed, is it not?  We do not need much faith, but it must be sincere faith – complete confidence in the unfailing God.  Genuine faith is dead to doubts, dumb to discouragements, blind to impossibilities, and it knows nothing but success.   It lifts its hands to the threatening clouds and lays hold on the One who has all power in heaven and earth.  Genuine faith makes the up look good, the out look bright, the in look favorable and the future glorious.

Actually, faith is simply taking God at His word.  Somebody has said, “Prayer asks.  Faith expects.”  Some of God’s gifts come without asking.  Sun and rain bless the earth whether we pray or not.  Life-sustaining atmosphere surrounds the earth apart from our prayers.  God takes care of His earth like a good property owner cares for his home.  But many of God’s gifts do not come without asking.  For example, no one is saved unless he prays – for God says, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  No one receives the wisdom he needs apart from prayer.  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, the Bible says (and then the promise: and it shall be given him).  Joshua was not aware of the deceitfulness of the Gibeonites because he asked not counsel at the mouth of the LORD.  But asking alone is not enough.  We are told in the word of God that we must ask in faith, nothing wavering.  In other words, when we ask God for anything, we are to ask with expectancy.  God answers us when we talk to Him.  He does not merely hear us.  Sincere prayer with genuine faith is always recognized and rewarded.  No good thing, God says, will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.  Thus true faith is confidence in the Giver.  There will be anticipation in the gift.  When we pray, we will expect God to work.  If we expect Him to work, He will work.  Someone has said that Columbus practically discovered America before he left Spain.  And he was far from being surprised when he saw the western continent.  He would have been surprised if he had not seen it.  This is the expectancy of faith which is an essential element in success.  Thus you and I ought not to doubt God at any time.  I am sure the Lord says to all of us many times, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  
Listen.  What’s disturbing you at this moment?  Why not go to God and tell Him you love Him and that you will believe Him.  You will not doubt.  By faith, you will believe – trusting Him to undertake.  I assure you that He will not fail you.  This is God’s promise for you and me.  He never intended that we be bogged down by worry and care.  His word (in Mark 11:22) is Have faith in God.  I leave you with this word today.  Have faith in God.  If you have never trusted Christ for salvation, call on Him right now.  Ask Him to come into your life.  You say you can’t understand it all.  It isn’t necessary that you do.  Have faith in God.  He understands.  That’s all you need to know.  Trust the Lord.  Turn from your sin and turn to Christ.

Father, use Your word in our hearts to increase our faith.  You have said faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  We confess the sin of doubt as we trust You to perform miracles in our lives.  Help us to walk by faith, Jesus, for we pray in Your name.  Amen.
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