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Don’t Miss Out                                    Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you have a time each day, preferably in the morning, when you meet with God and read His word and pray?  Well I have done this for years and it has always been the best part of my day.  I have to get up pretty early to be able to do this, but it is well worth it.  Today and tomorrow, I want to speak to you about prayer.  I believe this is one of the greatest privileges God has extended to every believing heart.  Where would we be were it not for prayer?  Prayer is the key of the day and the lock of the night.  Prayer is the slender nerve that moves the muscle of Omnipotence.  

Throughout the word of God, the Lord invites us to pray with the wonderful assurance that He will answer.  Let’s look at several verses.  Psalm 37:5 – Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.  Isaiah 58:9 – Then shall thou call, and the LORD shall answer.  Mark 11:24 – Therefore I say unto you, What thing so ever you desire when ye pray, believe that you receive them and ye shall have them.  Now if you have this quiet time with God each day before you become engulfed in the overwhelming activities of the day, I am sure you will agree that this practice has a tremendous stabilizing affect on your life.  

Unfortunately, some people pray only when they are thrust into trying circumstances.  Prayer to them is a kind of emergency procedure; a kind of spare tire proposition.  I am reminded of a young man who sat next to me while riding in a New York subway.  He was a total stranger, but he began to unload his heart and describe his woes to me.  In addition to this, he had marital difficulties, he was out of work, and had been to several business establishments seeking to find employment.  After he spoke at length about his problems, I asked, “Have you ever tried prayer?”  He replied, “Oh my, no.  It hasn’t gotten that bad yet.”  Well, this is the way many people think of prayer.  Prayer is communion with God.  It is having conversation and fellowship with the Almighty.  It should be a daily habit and a daily experience.  

We read, in 1 Chronicles 16:11, Seek ye the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.  This verse does not say “Seek His face spasmodically,” but continually, every day of our lives.  In Colossians 4:2, God says, Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving.  In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, He says, Pray without ceasing.  Prayer to the soul is just as important as food to the body.  As we eat regular meals daily, so we should spend time each day of our lives alone with God.  
On occasion, I have heard people say they are too busy to pray.  O foolish people – too busy to pray?  Think for a moment of Susanna Wesley with her 19 children.  She had no stores or supermarkets where she could go and buy the needed provisions for the table and clothing for the body.  She did her own baking and made all the clothes for that large family.  Besides this, there were no well-equipped and fine schools to which she should send her children.  She was their teacher.  But, in spite of the manifold chores of the home, this saint of God still crowded into her daily schedule from one to two hours of prayer.  No wonder God so mightily blessed and used this family.  If only we could have more mothers like this in our generation.  We should certainly have far less delinquency and crime among our young people.
You see, prayer changes things.  God says, in James 5:16, The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. He says, in Matthew 7:7-8, Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  
Moses prayed, and a nation was saved from death.  Joshua prayed, and the sun stood still.  Hannah prayed, and God gave her a son.  Solomon prayed for wisdom, and God made him the wisest of mortal men.  Elisha prayed, and he received the mantel with the double portion of God’s Spirit.  Daniel prayed, and the angel locked the jaws of the lions.  Peter prayed, and Dorcas arose from the dead.  The thief prayed for mercy, and went with Christ to paradise.  

You see what a privilege God has afforded us weak, stumbling creatures though we are.  But how infrequently we take advantage of this privilege!  We bring so many of our troubles upon ourselves because we neglect God’s tender care in prayer.  We open the door of confusion when we might easily have been led to the door of peace and blessing through prayer.  We become nervous and restless trying to bear our own burdens rather than casting them all upon the Lord.  

In a cotton factory, there was a card on the wall of the workroom that read, “If your threads get tangled, send for the foreman.”  Well, one day, a new worker got her threads tangled and she tried to disentangle them but only made things worse.  Then she sent for the foreman.  He came and examined things and then said to her, “You’ve been doing this yourself, haven’t you?”  “Yes,” she said.  “But why did you not send for me according to instructions?”  “Well,” she said, “I did my best.”  “No you didn’t.  Your best is sending for the foreman.”  How many times you and I have tried to untangle the threads of life in our own puny strength, when all the time God was looking from above with the earnest desire to help us; we spurned and ignored His help.  He says, in Psalm 145:18, The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.   He is there, dear friend, so very near.  Give Him the opportunity of working in your life.  
Now, of course, you have to know Him as your Lord.  I mean you can’t go to God as a stranger.  You become His friend by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ and then He is ready to help you at any time.  

If you have never sincerely invited Christ into your life, do it now.  If there is sin in your life, just say, “Lord, I know I am a sinner.  I realize that I have committed many things that are wrong, but right now I confess them all to you and receive Jesus, and trust Him to cleanse me from all sin.”  God will do that.  Trust Him, and see what He will do.  The Lord bless you.

Heavenly Father, we pray that You will use these words in some life today.  God, we know many are struggling.  Many are struggling in the strength of the flesh and we know how weak that is.  May they trust in Christ fully, recognizing that He has assured us that He can do all things – nothing is impossible with Him.  So have Your way in our lives as we commit all to You.   In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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