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It All Fits Together                        
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
I am simply amazed when I realize how the Bible all fits together.  The Old Testament is filled with prophecies.  In the New Testament many of them are fulfilled, with many more yet to be fulfilled.  Today, we shall consider a prime example of all this from the Old Testament:  The Day of Atonement (taken from Leviticus, chapter 16).  Please stay with us.

In the Old Testament, we find many striking ceremonies the Jews had which, in a remarkable way, present the truth of Christ and His death for lost sinners.  One of the most notable of these is the Day of Atonement, about which we read in Leviticus 16.

The Day of Atonement transpired only once a year (according to verse 34).  It was a prophecy that Christ would die once for sin.  And though He would come a second time, it would not be for the purpose of providing salvation.  Daily, the animals were slain (morning and evening) as sacrifices to God for the sins of the people.  But the Day of Atonement was kept only once a year when the high priest entered within the veil with blood as the atonement for the people.  This day was at a set and appointed time.  We are told (in verse 29) it was not left to the choice of Moses, or to the convenience of Aaron, or to any other circumstances which might affect the date.  It was to be in the seventh month on the tenth day of the month.  Christ died on the Cross only once.  The particular date of His death had been settled from before the foundation of the world.  When that day came, Christ was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  

I would like to point out several things that transpired on the Day of Atonement that, in a very clear way, prophesied Christ’s death on the Cross.  Notice first, the person who was to make the sacrifice.  Verse three of Leviticus 16 says, Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.  At other times other priests did most of the work of the sanctuary.  But on the Day of Atonement, nothing was done by anyone except the high priest.  The lighting of the candles and the fire and the slaying of the animals was all done by one person.  So it was with Christ.  There are other priests in the body of Christ (for every believer is a priest of God), but Christ is the high priest.  Jesus, the only begotten Son of the Father, was the One chose to offer up an atonement for the sins of the people.

Notice, too, that on the Day of the Atonement especially, the high priest was a humble priest.  Verse four says, He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired.  These are holy garments.  But, on other days, he wore what the people called the golden garment:  a plate of pure gold around his brow, tied with brilliant blue; with a splendid breastplate studded with gems, adorned with pure gold and set with precious stones (the glorious ephod); the tinkling bells; and all the other adornments with which he came before the people as the accepted high priest.  But, on the Day of Atonement, all this was laid aside as he humbled himself before the people.  Jesus Christ, when He made atonement for our sins, was a humble high priest.  He did not make atonement arrayed in all the glories of His ancient throne in Heaven.  Upon His brow there was no crown (other than the crown of thorns).  Around Him was thrown a robe of mockery.  There was no scepter in His hand (but a reed was thrust in cruel contempt upon Him).  His clothing did not evidence the King he was.  He humbled himself, the Bible says, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.

Further, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest had to be spotless.  Since there were no priests without sin, Aaron had to make an atonement for his own sin before he could go in to make an atonement for the sins of the people.  Verse six says, And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering which is for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his house.  In Christ, we have a spotless high priest who needed no sacrifice for himself, for he knew no sin, the Bible says.  He was pure and spotless.  But 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, God  made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.
Another thing that should be pointed out is that on the Day of Atonement the sacrifice was offered up by a solitary high priest.  Look at verse 17.  And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and hath made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel.  On this particular day the offering was to be presented to God by the high priest alone.  Isn’t it interesting that when Christ died on the Cross His disciples forsook him and fled?  None of Christ’s followers were crucified with Him.  He was alone.  There were two thieves crucified by His side, but none of His own.  No one other than Christ died on the Cross for our sins.

Finally, on the Day of Atonement it was the laborious high priest who did all the work.  If you read the passage carefully you will note that on that day he had to kill 15 beasts for his offerings, as well as perform all his other duties.  Jesus Christ is our laborious high priest.  His work could not have been done by all the hands of the universe, yet He completed it alone.  Remember Gethsemane – how he sweat as it were great drops of blood?  Then there was the watching (all night), the cursing and the scorn which he suffered during the days before, the shame, the spitting and the cruel beatings in Pilate’s hall, the humiliating walk through Jerusalem’s streets, and, finally, the hanging on the Cross, bearing the weight of all our sins.  All that Christ suffered did not merely happen.  It was all fulfilled prophecy.  Not only was it prophesied by means of the Day of Atonement but in many other “types” throughout the Old Testament.  Thus what Christ said in regard to His life (in John 10:18) is so true.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  All the soldiers in the world could not have put Christ on the Cross had He not of His own volition laid down His life.  The question is, why did He do this?  The answer is that you might be saved; that your sins might be forgiven through His blood which was shed for you.  
Have you received Jesus Christ into your heart and life?  If not, I hope you will.  Maybe you feel like a man I talked to several evenings ago.  I said (after telling him about Christ), “Will you take Him into your life?”  
His answer was, “Before I can, I’ve got to clean up my life.”  
I said, “You can’t do that.  It’s God that does the cleaning up.  You can’t do that in human strength.  It’s the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let me tell you about Charlotte Elliott who came to Caesar Milan and asked how she could become a Christian:  
That old man replied, ‘My dear, it’s very simple.  You have only to come to Jesus.’  And she said to him, ‘But I am a very great sinner.  Will He take me just as I am?’  ‘Yes, definitely.  He will take you just as you are, and no other way.’  And then she said, ‘If He will take me just as I am, then I will come.’  And she went home to her room, sat down at her desk, and wrote the beautiful words of the hymn:  Just as I am, without one plea . . .  O Lamb of God, I come!  I come!
This is the way Charlotte Elliott came to Christ, and thousands of others since, in the words of her hymn.”

Have you come?  If not, I hope you’ll come to Christ right now.  

Father, I pray for any who have never received Christ as Savior and Lord.  May they come to Him and trust Him as their sin-bearer.  For I pray in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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