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Evidences of New Life                                 Dr. J. Allen Blair
In the sixth chapter of Hebrews, verse nine, the writer talks about things that accompany salvation.  What is meant by this?  Well, after a person comes to Christ and is transformed by the power of God, there ought to be certain evidences of the new life.  If those evidences are not obvious, it is pretty certain that nothing has taken place.  Well, I want to touch on several of these evidences today.  So please keep listening.

When I arrived to conduct meetings in a church in the Mid-west, I was informed by the chairman of the board that I would be staying in the parsonage (since, at the time, the church did not have a pastor).  He also told me that the parsonage was empty but they had made preparations for my coming by placing a bed, a table, and a chair in one of the rooms so that I might be comfortable.  Well I was very comfortable during my week of meetings in that church.  

As I entered the unfurnished parsonage and went into the room with “the bed, the table, and the chair,” my mind reflected immediately to 2 Kings 4, where another of God’s servants had a similar experience.  Perhaps you will remember the instance when Elisha went to Shunem where there lived a godly couple who invited Elisha to stay in their home.  They prepared a room for him in which they placed a bed, a table, a stool, and a candlestick.  Now you might like to read 2 Kings 4 and consider all that took place during Elisha’s visit at this home.  
I have been thinking, lately, of the spiritual significance of the bed, the table, the stool, and the candlestick that furnished the prophet’s chamber.  To me, the bed suggests rest.  In the Christian experience, it reminds me of the spiritual rest we should enjoy day-by-day as we follow Christ.  We read (in Hebrews 4:9) that, There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.  Someday, we who are in Christ will enter into our eternal rest, but the Lord has provided rest for us now so that in the midst of our difficulties and problems we can rest in Him.  Some of us, while trusting in the flesh, have not yet learned to take our problems and cares to Christ.  This is why we are so distraught and unhappy.  We read, in 1 Peter 5:7, Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.  How many believers there are who are bogged-down with the cares of this world!  They know very little of the peace that passeth all understanding.  Christ has provided rest.  Why don’t we rest in Him?  
I knew of a salesman who was going strong for his business, night and day.  The doctor warned him to slow down, but he disregarded the doctor’s advice until he suffered a heart attack and was in bed for many weeks.  He was forced to rest.  Maybe you’re like this man: trusting in your own ability and ingenuity; thinking that somehow you can do it all.  God may have to humble you so you might be more dependent upon Him and rest in His wonderful promises which we find in the word of God.  

But there was something else in the prophet’s chamber.  There was a table.  What does the table suggest?  To me, it suggests fellowship.  If we want to talk to someone about a matter, usually, we take him out to lunch or have him over for dinner.  It is around the table that we have fellowship with each other.  Christ wants us to have fellowship with Him.  How do we have this fellowship?  In prayer: as we take time each day to call on the Lord and to talk with Him, and then not only to speak but to listen as He speaks to us.  This is fellowship.  In Philippians 3:10, Paul prayed, That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.  Paul was not referring to salvation.  He had already experienced salvation.  He was praying that he might know Christ in all of His fullness: that he might know Him intimately.  And, of course, this intimate knowledge of Christ comes through fellowship with Christ: taking time to commune with Him.  The psalmist declared, Thou preparest a table before me.  You see, God has provided a table whereby you and I might daily meet Christ and have fellowship with Him.
But then there was the stool in the prophet’s chamber.  When we read or study, we sit on a chair or a stool.  The stool here suggests the importance of study, to me:  the study of God’s word.  We read, in 2 Timothy 2:15, Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  How important it is that we take time each day to study the word of God.  That is why I think they put a stool in the prophet’s chamber.  You can’t get too comfortable on a stool, can you?  Did you ever try to study in an easy-chair?  If you did, in all probability, you didn’t do much studying.  You probably went to sleep.  Many Christians are sleeping these days when it comes to the study of God’s word.  They know so little about the Bible.  Let me encourage you to take time each day to read and study the word of God.  You know, by reading three chapters a day and five on Sunday, you can read the Bible through once a year.  I think it’s important that we do this.  I’ve done it for many years and I hope if you’re not doing it that you’ll get started.  Some Christians have never read the Bible through and they’ve been Christians 20 or 30 years.  Since this is the greatest book ever written and (even more) since it is the word of God, it ought certainly to be read from cover to cover.  Take time each day to get into God’s word.  Get God’s message into your heart.
But there was just one more item in the prophet’s chamber:  the candlestick.  I am sure you know what I am going to say about this.  The candlestick bore light, just as you and I are to be light-bearers for Jesus Christ.  We bear the light for Christ as we witness to Him, giving forth a sincere witness by the testimony of our lives and by the word of mouth.  Let your light so shine among men, God says, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  

Now notice the natural order here as these four objects are listed in the word of God:  First the bed – we must rest in Christ.  As we rest in Him, we must take time to fellowship with Him – and we have the table.  And then remember to study – as the stool reminds us to study the word.  But we cannot stop here.  We are to be candlesticks for God – to go out and tell the world what Christ has done for us, and to bear a consistent testimony among our friends, neighbors and loved ones; telling them of the Lord Jesus who died for them and rose again.  
Let me ask you, Christian, are you making use of the bed, the table, the stool, and the candlestick?  If you are saved, you are a prophet of God – you are one of the Lord’s chosen ones.  God wants to use you.  He wants to fill you with Himself so you will be your very best for Him.  It is possible, though, that some of you to whom I am speaking today have never had a real heart experience with Christ.  How wonderful it is to know Him.  I think back to those years when I didn’t know Jesus.  My father was an alcoholic, and we had a most unhappy home.  But when I was 21, I invited Jesus into my life and even our unhappy home had a brightness I had never known before. 
God changes everything when we turn to Christ.  He changes us.  He who believes on Christ is made new from the inside out.  What a wonderful change takes place in the man or woman who trusts in the Son of God.  Have you trusted Him?  If now, do so right now.  God is ready.  If you are willing to come to Christ, He will receive you into the fold.  Just say, “Lord Jesus, come into my life, and live through me.”  And, be sure, He will.

Father, I thank You for all the promises of Your Word.  I pray that You will be with some who need You today.  Be with Your people who may need help at this moment.  May they find rest in Him who said, Come ye yourselves apart . . . and rest a while.  This I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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