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Christ Is Coming                                 Dr. J. Allen Blair
Are you tired of all the crime that is taking place these days – murders, robberies, vandalism, lying, cheating, and much more?  Well don’t give up! because this won’t continue forever.  Jesus Christ will return, and everything will be put in order.  You can believe this because God says so in His word.

As surely as Jesus Christ came into the world the first time, He will come the second time.  If we accept one of these facts, we should believe the other (don’t you think?).  Is it true that 2000 years ago Jesus Christ the Son of God was born into this world?   Was He later crucified on a cross?  And did He rise from the dead?  Did He ascend into Heaven from Mt Olivet, as the Bible tells us?  If so, then He will come again to set up His universal Kingdom.  These great facts come from the same source:  The Word of God.

Shortly before our Lord ascended from His disciples, He sought to comfort their restless hearts by saying, Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  Notice that Jesus said, I will come again.  He did not say “You will come to me when you die,” or “I will send an angel to bring you to Me.”  He said, clearly and emphatically, I will come again.  
Has not Christ always kept His word?  Will He not do what He promised?  Assuredly, He will.  We read, in 1 Kings 8:56, There hath not failed one word of all his good promise.  Neither will any of His words fail; He will come again as He said.

Now I know there are some who teach that the believer’s death is the second coming of Christ.  But the Bible does not say this.  (Let us not assume liberties that do not belong to us.)  If Jesus meant “death” (instead of His second coming), He would have said so.  He would not say one thing and mean another.  There are many passages in the Bible that deal with the subject of the Christian’s death, but there is no intimation that this is the second coming of Christ.  For example, in Luke 23:43, we have the words of Jesus to the dying thief:  To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.  In Acts 7, as Stephen was being stoned to death he cried out, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  Then we have that wonderful verse in 2 Corinthians 5:8 (dealing with death):  Absent from the body, present with the Lord; and another (found in Philippians 1:23) where Paul expresses the supreme desire of his heart:  having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.  All these verses refer specifically to the believer’s death, and yet there is not the slightest suggestion or mention of the return of Christ.  Thus we see from these verses (and many others in the Scriptures) that the second coming is not death, but rather the visible, bodily return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In the first chapter of Acts, there is a most substantial and conclusive proof of Christ’s return.  Our Lord had just ascended into Heaven, and (as the bewildered disciples stood gazing into the sky) two angels appeared saying, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  Now what could be clearer than that?  Who can disregard this testimony of the angels?  The word of God states that Christ shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  In what manner did He enter Heaven?  He entered personally, bodily, literally, and actually: He was the same One who had conversed only moments before with the disciples.  They had seen Him, heard Him, touched Him, and eaten in His presence.  With this same body of flesh and bone, He will return as He said.  Do we need clearer testimony than this?  Either the two angels were false witnesses, or Christ will return as they declared.
Well, we’ve considered one example from the Gospels, one from the book of the Acts . . .  and now let’s turn to the epistles.  First Thessalonians is the book I would like to suggest.  I’ve chosen 1 Thessalonians because it is believed to have been one of Paul’s earliest writings.  In addition to this, it was written to young converts.  It has been said that we should not “confuse” young Christians with the teaching of the second coming of Christ.  Well, evidently, Paul did not agree with this when he wrote to the young converts at Thessalonica.  He had more to say about the second coming than anything else.  This grand truth is an important part of the Gospel.  When ignored or excluded, only a partial Gospel remains.  When one is truly converted and brought in touch with the living Christ, it should be a natural inclination to look for the return of Christ.

Satan is clever, however.  He can get our church program so cluttered and our minds so occupied with things that are often worthless, that we overlook those things of prime importance.   To be sure, the return of Jesus Christ is of prime importance.  But maybe you’re thinking “Well Christ isn’t my Savior, so that means nothing to me.”  But, just a minute.   If Christ is not your Savior, Christ is your Judge.  And He will return to be every unbeliever’s Judge.  Thus His return should mean something to you.  But why think of Him as your Judge when you can just as well have Him as your Savior, right now?  
I hope you’ll take Him into your life.  You see, Jesus Christ stands alone in a weary land as the lone source of strength and help for mankind.  You could turn to history and find no competitor for Jesus Christ.  Buddha, Mohamed, Confucius, Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon -- all the great men of the past are but tombstones in the cemetery of history.  Out of the mist of time rises the form of One who antedates time and who will out-live time:  The Rock of ages, Jesus Christ the Son of God.  O I hope you’ll take Him into your life today.  Let Jesus take up residence, right now, in the home of your heart; that He may be your Savior and Lord throughout all eternity.  You will never be sorry for this.  I hope you’ll do it.  He paid a great price for your sins.  Recognize it.  He did it for you.  He loves you.  He wants to save you.

I thank You, Heavenly Father, for your mercy and grace.  Make us worthy of all You have done for us in the Person of Your Son.  May some listening who need Him today receive Him right now, I pray.  In His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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