(Tape No. 266)


The Time Is Near                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Jesus Christ will return to this earth as He promised many centuries ago.  We are to be ready and watch for His return.  Now when will He return?  Well, no one knows the day or the hour -- only God knows that.  The important thing is to be ready to meet Him when He comes.  It certainly appears that the stage is being set.  It can’t be very long.

In 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, Paul tells that the young Christians turned from idols to serve the living and true God; And to wait for his Son from heaven.  The second coming was an important part of the Gospel which the Thessalonians received.  In fact, there had never been a time when the second coming of Christ was not an important part of the Gospel.  We well wonder if one could preach the Good News of salvation without assuring his hearers that Christ was to return.  Strikingly enough, Paul did not think so for he preached this great truth constantly.  
What was the hope that filled the hearts of the Thessalonian believers with joy?  What was it they were anticipating?  a better world? going to Christ through death? No.  Assuredly, not.  They were waiting for the Son of God to appear from heaven.  

In Titus 2, Paul tells us specifically what the blessed hope is.  He says, For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world;  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.  There has never been a time when the true church (the body of Christ) did not look for Christ’s return.  The Thessalonians believed and expected Christ to return in their day and, at the same time, present-day believers should expect Him to return in our day.

Coming back to 1 Thessalonians 2:19, Paul writes, For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?  Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?  What a thrilling hope this was to the hearts of those faithful believers.  What a thrilling hope this is today to all faithful believers.  

Further, in chapter three, Paul exhorts the saints in Thessalonica to fulfill their obligations of love and holiness with the return of the Lord in view.  Notice verses 12 and 13, And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you.  To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.  

Finally, in the fourth chapter of the epistle, the apostle seeks to comfort bereaved Christians.  How does he comfort them?  Does he write “Don’t cry”? “Don’t be sad”? “Soon you will follow them and be where they are”?  That truth is assuring and wonderful to know, but Paul has a greater message.  Hear his words (beginning with verse 13):

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For it we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.  
Here is the message of comfort for the believer whose loved one has gone on to be with the Lord.  Christ will return; and when He does, those who have died in Him will rise first, and then all the living saints will meet Him in the air to be with Him forever.  The Thessalonian Christians believed in the second coming with all sincerity as they prayerfully worked and watched for Him to return.  Now as we look about us in the world today in the light of Scripture, who can deny the fact of the Lord’s soon return?  God says in Matthew 24:44, Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.  The Christian should be busy working (sowing the precious seed of life), that lost and dying men might hear the truth and be saved.  The unsaved ought to bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as their Lord before it’s too late.

Let me ask you, my dear friend, have you received the Lord Jesus Christ into your life?  Do you really know Him?  Will you be ready to meet Him when He returns?  Have you come to God by means of the only way He has provided: through Jesus Christ His Son?  I’ve heard people say they “need not come through Christ”; there are “other ways to approach God”.  Well what proof do they have?  The Bible teaches clearly that there is only one way.  Suppose you were to ask me how to get to New York City and I would reply “Oh, just take the first road you see; any road will take you to New York City”. Why! you would know better.  Wouldn’t you?  God says, in Proverbs 14:12, There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.  Until a person comes to Christ, he is spiritually dead and needs salvation.  If he dies in that condition, he is lost forever and his destination is hell.

I recall reading about a little boy who had been thinking of becoming a Christian and uniting with the church, but had been putting off the matter for quite awhile.  One Sunday, he appeared before the session to say he wanted “to join the church”, and when asked what had led him, finally, “to make this decision” he answered, “Well I sort of thought, if I kept on saying ‘I intend to be a Christian,’ I might be dead before I did it.”  Well, that’s so true.  It could be true of anyone.  That’s why no one should delay.  Now is the time.  God says, in 2 Corinthians 6:2, Behold now is the accepted time.    Not tomorrow, not the next day, but right now!  Dear friend, I urge you to make your decision now.  Remember: the Lord Jesus will return whether we look for Him or not.  One of the events that will follow His return will be the judgment of the unsaved.  If you have chosen to reject Christ, how will you answer Him then?  If you have refused His love and turned a deaf ear to the invitations to His mercy, what hope will you have?  It will be too late.  Now is your time to come to the Lord Jesus, and I hope you’ll do that as we bow our heads in prayer.
Heavenly Father, the drama of life is passing quickly.  We are hastening along to the closing act when the Lord will return.  May those who need to prepare do something soon as they call on Christ and receive Him for salvation.  This I ask in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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