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  All For Jesus                                                Dr. J. Allen Blair
Charles Tindley wrote a grand old hymn many years ago, entitled “Nothing Between.”  The words of the chorus of this hymn are as follows.  “Nothing between my soul and the Savior, so that His Blessed face may be seen; Nothing preventing the least of His favor; keep the way clear! let nothing between.”  What an important admonition this is for God’s people.  I hope it is meaningful to you.  Keep the way clear! let nothing between.

One time I heard an outstanding Bible teacher make the statement, “If Christ is everything to you, He will do anything for you.”  I did not get the full impact of these words the first time I heard them, but they have since become very meaningful to me.  If Christ is everything to you, He will do anything for you.  Is it not true that often we expect Christ to do things for us without our considering the first part of the transaction?  We want what God has to offer, though we refuse to submit to Him as our Master.  Well, let it be understood:  It doesn’t work this way.

There are some of God’s people who are disturbed because (as they put it) they have so much misery in life.  Frequently, the real reason for their emotional unrest is that they have never fully committed to the control of Him who can change our circumstances and brighten our paths.  The self-life can never achieve for anyone.  In fact, just the opposite, it produces untold unhappiness.  

A few years ago, a little group of missionaries out on the foreign field realized among themselves that their own lives were not the kind described in the New Testament as characteristic of the early Christians.  They did not fully realize what the trouble was.  They only knew that they longed for something they didn’t have.  So they agreed with each other to go apart by themselves for a few days, lay the whole matter before God, and ask Him to give them what they did not have.  They did this.  God took them at their word, and these sincere missionaries and veterans in the service of God became new men and women in Christ: with a new life and a new Christ.  Could it not be said that many tens of thousands of Christians need this same experience?  
Many of us have become cold and indifferent.  While considering the needs of others, we have overlooked the fact that the fire has gone out in our own hearts.  The warmth of God’s love has disappeared.  Like the Ephesians of old, we must confess that we have left our first love.  We may even be busy in the service of Christ: teaching, preaching, and witnessing; but, basically, Christ is not asking for our busyness. He is asking for us.  God says in 2 Corinthians 12:14, I seek not yours, but you.  God is concerned about you and me that we reflect His glory.  We can only do this as we are emptied of ourselves and filled with Him.  This is not a cheap superficial commitment.  It is not something we can grab and run.  It demands waiting on the Lord, fellowshipping with Him, and allowing Him to move upon us as He desires.  Service for Christ is never a problem after there is submission to Christ.

Some believers think Christianity is embodied in the word “service.”  I, rather, think it is embodied in the word “submission.”  “Service” is merely a by-product.  “Submission” is basic.  After we are totally submitted to Christ in His Lordship, we experience the joy of service.  The burden is changed into blessing while service for Christ becomes a happy experience -- but, not only that, God produces fruit through us.  So often, our service for God produces little fruit.  Though there is much activity, there are few results.
When George Mueller opened his heart to the Lord and submitted to God’s control completely, tens of thousands of destitute boys and girls were clothed, fed, and brought to the Savior.  When David Livingstone yielded to his Master, millions of African slaves were able to thank God for the man who yielded his heart to the Sovereignty of God.  Mueller and Livingstone were not exceptional men.  They were ordinary men who allowed God to make them extraordinary.  

God wants to do this for all of us.  He only asks that we permit Him to do it.  Romans 6:11 says, Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God.  The very moment you and I give up in despair, God moves in.  We should not be satisfied with a weak, shallow life.  (But even if we are satisfied, we need to let God do a work in us.)  Possibly, we have plans or maybe (we say) we are too involved at the moment:  the business needs straightening out, or the home situation needs correcting.  Nothing should have priority over full commitment to Jesus Christ.  We have been quick to call the unsaved to repentance and salvation, saying, Behold, now is the accepted time.  We seem to have forgotten that the primary application of these words is to the people of God.  If now is the time for the unsaved to turn to Christ, it is no less the time for the believer to see that Christ is enthroned in his life as Lord of all.

In Hebrews 3:15, we read, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.  Are we hearing the voice of God?  Do we hear Him saying, This is the way, walk ye in it ?  He wants to do a mighty work in our life, but He will never force Himself upon us.  He wants only willing hearts.  The very moment we turn everything over to Him, He goes to work.  We cannot afford to delay.  The time-factor is extremely important.

One day, a mailman (on his way to deliver a letter) noticed by the return address that it was from a son in the armed forces.  Underneath the return address, the soldier had written, “Not here long” (intimating that soon he would be moved to another location).  As the mailman continued on his route, he thought of the words frequently.  “Not here long.”  He realized that they could easily be written on every letter.  Both young and old can truthfully say “Not here long,” for time will soon change into eternity for all of us.  Thus I remind you of these words today.  We could very well write them by our name and underscore them.   We are not here long.  What we do, we need to do quickly.  We must be useful for God and never useless.  

Christ wants to do a work in and through us.  Are we willing to let Him do it?  We have the potential for good or evil.  Our life could be squandered for evil, or controlled for good.  We are not strong enough to produce the good ourselves.  With men this is impossible, God says.  But He also adds, but with God all things are possible.  Paul said in Philippians 4:13, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  A life given over to the control of Christ is a conquering life.  To turn the life over to Christ completely involves a willingness to do anything He might choose for us.  If it is to lie on a bed of illness the rest of our life, we will accept this graciously and praise Him for the privilege.  If it is to go to Africa (or some other place) to serve Him in the midst of a tribe of people who need the word of God, we will go.  Whatever God wants is what we want.  I hope this is your desire.  I assure you it is mine.  
As we pray together, will you pray, “Lord Jesus, I thank You for my salvation, and I thank You for Your life in me, and at this moment I give You my life to do through me whatever You may desire”?  Now, don’t pray this prayer unless you really mean it (for God will take you at your word).  But if you pray it and mean it, I assure you that there will be blessing up ahead.

Now if you are a listening friend who has never received Christ as Savior and Lord, I urge you to open your heart to Him right now. He wants to save you for all eternity and give you everlasting life.  Let Him do it.  You’ll never be sorry.  

Father, I thank You for Your great love: the love that sent Your Son to die for our sins.  And because we love You, we yield our all to Jesus, in whose name I pray.  Amen.
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